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; The PREFACE. 


ioÞe Foagh.; it be no ways needful to uſher in 
this little Treatiſe, with 4 Pref ace, or 
Epiſtle, yet 1 will premuſe a few things convern- 
ing the occaſion, matter, method, uſe, and end 
thereof. When I conſidered the multitudes a- 
mongſt us, who profeſs their Faith in Chriſh, 
own the name of Chriſtian, and ſeem to glory 
in that title, and yet are ignorant, not only of 
the original and ground of Chriſtianity, bat of 
the very firſt Principles and Rudiments of Reli- 
gion,and alſo highly guilty of the breach of that 
Covenant, whereby they ſolenmly in the fight 
of men & Angels bound themſelovet tobe loyal 
& obedient unto Chriſt their Saviour] thought 
it might be aſervice acceptable to God, & pro- 
fitable unto the Church, to mind them of their 
ſin;& give them ſome diredtions with an exhor- 
ration to amend betimes,that [othey may avert 
Goas judgments, and eſcape the wrath-to come, 
therefore I took.occaſion to ſmgle out thu Text, 
conpoſe this brief Treatiſe, ſubmit it to the 
Judgment of the Church, and upon approbation 
male it publick: And fir [ bring the Reader 
into the ſacred Arches,where the Monuments 
of eternal ſaving, truth are kept ;, and ſhew-hrizs 
the very place, where the grand Chatter of or 
an is rolled; for we find it inthe words 

pn ble 4 Sewer piſeces ws the Evange- 

fe St. 5 rr V:18,1 9,20. Where we have 
4 pls or iſſned out fr rom Chriſt to bis _— 


— 


h The - Preface. ” 


i ſtles and Succeſſors, the ſarie grounded upon 


. 4 far higher Patent, whereby all power in hea- 
. wen and earth # derived immediately fromhis 
heavenly Father & given unto him. And ſeting 
{ 4: Tertullian obſerves)we recerve owr Chriſtt- 

an Religion & Faith from the Apoſtles, the A- 
. poſt les from Chriſt, Chriſt from Godit muſt 
needs be from heaven : and here we ſhould take 
ſpecial norice of, and admire the excellent wiſ- 
Aom of Feſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour,as 
far above all the wiſdom of men and Angels, 
who could in ſo few words, & in ſuch excellent 


order contratt ſo many high myſteries and mat» 


zers of greateſt weight awd concernment : for 
here 1n 4 very narrow compaſs we may find the 
(Credenda)all the Articles of our Faith, and 
the(Agenda)all the commands of Chriſt: Here 
we have the'original Creed,and perfett form of 
Confeſſion, which was the ground of all the an- 
cient and Apoſtolick Creeds: here we have the 
ſum and ſubſtance of all that excellent Do- 
frine which is diſperſed here and there through 
all the Books of Moſes, the Prophets, Evange- 
' Aiſts;& Apoſtles. Here we have the inflitution 
of ſacred Orders for the diſpenſation of Word 
OE Sacraments,c> the application of the benefits 
of Redemption. Here we haye the inſtitution of 


—- 


Baptiſm with a certain form of words ;the Eu- + 


thariſt and Prayer as parts of Divine Worſhip 
are to be reckon'd amongſt the commandments 
of Chriſt : So that here is a Rule of Faith, of 


' . Obedience, 


-—- 


- 


The Preface: . , 
Obedience, of Worſhip, and ſomerbing of Diſct- 

' phine implied. All theſe things I make clear,and 
then proceed to ſay ſomet hing of that form of © 
Confeſſion we call(tlie Apoſtles Creed)and of 
the principal points of Scripture # order to the 

| ſamezteach the Reader how to refer ; the ſeveral : 

| parts and paſſages of Scripture*unto the generalt 

heads of the Creed, and redute the matters of 

} Faith into a form of a larger Confeſſion, This F-- 

| | conceived aready way to u and the pub- 


Hick Catechiſm, ſo much deſpiſed by matiy, ro 
| #niprove our knowledge of the Word of God and - 
"Y of the particalays of that Faith, which by Our * 
 Baptiſni me are bound to hold and profeſs unto. ' 
the end. After this I go on'to the( Rgenoa)ebs | 
; Commandments of Chriſt; ani'ſhew- how the a; | 
| are in ſeveral parts of Scripture comrattea,. . 
how-all are performed 19 Loveygive amore full - 
explication of the moral Law,which 1s to be un- 
derſtood Evangelically,as including Repentance 
ard Faith in Chriſt, and then-bring them into 
W the form of a Pow,that fo we may have a more | 
explicite knowledge of the laſt part of owr pro-+ 
| miſe'made to God in Baptiſm 5, be more ſenſible © 
' * 1, of ourobligation, and more careful of pexform- 
1. ance,and obedience,: formerly urged upon moſe 
effettual-reaſons. Amongſt 'the 7 Agenda) / © 
reckon the Sacraments and Prayer;and after 1 
| have declared the nature,end, and uſe of the $ a- 
craments from the Taſtiration, I ſingle out thap * 
Prayer of Prayers the pattern of all our Devo- + 
| - 1, EE A.3 _ vorzons, 


PT | 
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The'Preface. 
tzwons,which ts commonly called the Lords Pray- 
Er: and having explained it in all the parts, 
4 reduce the particulars into a larger form of 
Prayer : The former makes it clear. how com- 
prehenſrue and methodical it is,as being a won- 
derful abridgement of all Scripture Prayers;the 
latter teacheth us how to reduce all. the parts 
of our publick, Prayers xnto the heads therof,, & 
to enlarge upon them in our private Devotions. 
Some things. ix my ( Theopolitzca ) are here 
repeated ; yet they are but few, and are here 
1mproved;handled there more largelyzhere more 
briefly;there in one mannerhere in another, & 
for another uſe. & 1mmediate end. Here I ſingle 
out a certain Text and confine my ſelf untoit, 
rd fit it to the capacity of the common ſort, & 
weaker Chriſtians, for whom it was principally 
Intended. 1 further conceived, that many. who 
w:ll not medale with a greater Volume,may yet 
buy aleſſer Pook,or HManual,ſuch as this 15,and 
read it through, Now if after theſe, and many 
ether helps re continue ignorant or if not 4gno- 
rant, yetin.penitent, we ſhall reder our ſelves 
highly | guilty 'of Rebellion againſt Chriſt's 
Powr, of Diſobedience to his Commands, and of perfidions vi- 
I ation of the Covenant of God;but if we diligently uſe the means, 
&d exereiſt the powty God hath given 15,and pray continually 
for Grace, third is comfort, an4 bope of mercy; for heve-we bane” 
a promiſe, That Ch1iſi-will be preſent with the Church nnto the: 
end, and affiſt us with his bliſſed Spirit 5 to whom, with the. 
Father and the Son, bt given allgl.ry, Honour, Praiſe, and 
Toanks, for ever and totr, Amen. d a= 
Mat, 


——_ 


"I 


Sin, Chriſt's Suffering-and- his 


we 


Matthew 28. 18, 19, 20: 


And TFeſns came and ſpaks unto them, ſaying, - 
All power is given unto me in Heaven and 
+7 1 OI , 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bapti- 
zingthem in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Teaching them.to obſerve all things whatſoever 


T have conimanaed you ;, and loe 1 am mith + 
you alway, even unto the end of the world, , 
Amen. ihe 


re ees 
— 


CHAP. I. 
Of Chriſt's Univerſal Power... 


Section Y 4 


Heſeare the words of.our:. bleſſed 
Saviour, which nk ogy unto his 
Apoſtles and Diſciples; when af-- 
ter his Reſurre&ion he was ready to aſcend 
into Heaven 4---for they pretuppole Wigs 
elurrecti- - 
on 3 Man-by ſin had made.himſelf miſera- 
ble;and liable to temporal & erernal death; 
et God was willing to. deliver himihin-&- - 


-Satan caſt him.down, yet God-in hisabun--- 
dant mercy was.pleaſed to raiſe: mp q- © 


gain. The way which his.eternal-VV 


Aa-. 


: " ” ' . = - p, 
(-T) - | 


had” contrived to effe& this great delive- 
rance was {trange and' wonderful; his only 
begotten Son, even that word which.was 
God,and by which he made the world muſt 

be made fleſh, and aſſume the nature of 
man, and in that nature. muſt take upon him 

the form of a ſervant; be obedient unto 

death, the death of the Croſs, riſe again, & 

be advanced'to the higheſt pitch of glory: 

{d that the mean5ofmans ſalvation are the 

humiliation, and exaltation of the Son of 
God- By his humiliation and' ſacrifice of 
himſelf he expiates mans {in,. ſatisfies Di- 
vine Juſtice, and merits all mercies and 
bleſſings neceſlary for the full anU eternal 
happinels of man.By his exaltation he makes 
his ſufferings effeCtual, and communicates 
the benefits-hehad merited ; for we-read; 
That he was delivered for our offences, and was 

raiſed again for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 25. 
Tobe delivered for our offences was his hu- 
miliation unto death for our fins, to render 
[them pardonable. To be raiſed again for 
our juſtification, was his exaltation for the 
obtaining of actual remiſſion : his humilia- 
tion begins his exaltation,conſum mates our 
falvation. For being advanced to the right 
Hand of his Father, he ſends down the H6- 
ly Ghoſt, reveals the Goſpel, cauſeth it to 


be preached to allNations,and by hisWord / 


and Spirit converts man,and plants the hea- 
venly 


— 
: _ 


on Converfion and Faith niakes interceſſ» 
on in- Heaven, and procures his actual par- 


don, reconciliation with hisGodzand in the - 
end the enjoyment of eternal glory : ſo that - 


without his humiliation man is not {avable, 


and without hisexaltation he is not actual- 
ly faved:And thus we muſt underſtand that 
of the ſame Apoſtle; For if when we were-es + 


nemies we were reconciled to:God by the death 
of his Son,, much more-berng recouciled ſhalt we 
be ſaved by bis life, Rom. 5. 10.-' where we 
muſtobſerve, That the death ofChrilt is hi 

humiliationhis life is his tioni2. Tha 

reconciliation is a{cribed-to his death; ſal- 
vationto his hfe: For theDeath and Blood 
of Chriſt was the propiriation-for our' fins, 
and the foundation-of our + reconciliation 3 
thelife & exaltation-of Chriſt yas Word 
and Spiritconverting us; and making inter- 


ceſlion for us,is thecauſeof actual ſalvation. - 


- Se. 2. As in the ewo former Chapters 
we may read of Chriſts ſuffering,deathand 
 humiliation,whereby he merited incompa- 
rable mercies and bleſſings-3 40 it»chis,we 
we read of his reſurre&ion, & the manner 


how. he will apply-and communicate ihis | 


bleſſings, and that 1s by a commithon and 
power received, and a commiſſion and po- 
wer given ; for the ſubject of cheyyords 


AS 


$9 
venly'vertue of Faith in his heart and np- 


| 
| 
| 


are.a two-fold commiſhgn. . . - 6 | 


('4) | 
The firft granted by God to Chriſt, The 
ſecond by Chriſt ro his Apotles; 

Theſe agree in ſome things, difter-in 0- 
thers. 1. They agreeas commiſkions giving 
- great power. 2. Asexpreſſing an anſpeaka- 
ble love unto, and a tender care of {inful 
man. 3. As iſſuing from the fupream and 
univerſal Lord. + As tending to the ſame 
end, mans.eternal ſalvation, yet:they differ 
i.cheſe things. 1. The former commiſſion 
is granted by God immediately to Chriſt ;: 
the latter is granted from God by- Chriſt 
unto: the Apoſtles. 2- The former is the- 
cauſeof the latter, the latter an effect of the 
former. 3. By the former Chriſt receives 
an univer{al- power in heaven and earth ;. 
and by the latter the Apoſtle receives only 
a limited/power on earth. 

Seft.3. Iwill not-ſay much of the firſt com- 
miſſion expreſſed-in'theſe words, Ver.'18.. 
All in heaven and earth is given unto me, 
Wherein he ſignifies that he had-largepo- 
wer, and it 'was given him ;. where we 
muſt conlider, 1. Power given. 2. The par- 
ty to. whom it-was'given. 3: The donor, .. 
or the Donation of it from: the Donor. 

Inthe-power we may obſerve, . 1. The- 
natureandqualicy of it, 2.. The meaſure of 


it. . « 
| 1, For the nate and quality of It, it.4s . 
-, ritual and diyine+4' for Chrit ſaid, . My 
A788 kingdom 


Princes of the worldzits far more excellent 


C5,) 0": 
kingdom. ts -not; of this world,” John 18. : 36:7: 
Thar 15, its neſecular power like that of the 


» 


and above it inreſpect of the ſubje&ts, the - 
laws, the judgments, the end thereof. The 


ſubjects beſides Angels are men conſidered- 


in a ſpiritual notion, and as capable -of an . 


eternal eſtate. The Laws alſoare fpiritual, - 


and bind not only Angels, butthe ummar- 


tal ſouls and conſciences of men--- Such. are -- 
the judgments which determine and accond-- ? 


not only temporal but eternal punithments 
and rewards. The end in reſpect ofalttoyal 
and obedient ſubje&s, is eternal peace and 


— for God gave Chriſt power over 


all fleſh, cþ4t he ſhould give.eternal life to as 
many as be had given him, John: 17. 2... 


2. The mealure of this power is exten- + 
ſive, and intenſve--Extenfive in reſpect of 


the territory which. is very large, even the 


whole world ; whereof there betwo parts, 


heaven-and earth 3:ſo that it extends to al 


places, and all things, and fo is univerſal, | 


yet the principal ſubjects are Angels ig hea- 
ven, and men on earrh, both intellectual 
- and immortal creatures. Intenſive :.for its 
(all) power, one may. have fome power, or 


all power on-earth, and none in heaven, - . 


or ſome, or all power in heaven, and none: 


on.earth z. but chis is all power in-heaven, - .. 


all power on earth, all power cn both; fo 


4 : 
>> ot 


_ —C_K 
% 
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* F&y 
that Chriſt is over all perſons, in all cauſes 
fupream Governour, . without any created 


* ſuperiour, without any-competitor, with- 


Opt any partner : 1ts all in the higheſt de- 
gret inveſted and inherent in one: This is 
concerning the power. 

2; The;perſon inveſted with it,is Chriſt; 
For all power {{aith he) is given to me : it was' 
not given to any, Angel, or«Angels, nor to 
any Monarch, or. Monarchs of 'theworld, 
but to Jeſus of Nazareth, a man nearerto 
God than any of the Princes of the earth, 
or anyPrincipalities and Powers of heaven; 
one more beloved of God, . and who had 
done a greater ſervice that any other ; for 
hehad humbled himfelfat hisFathers com- 
mand ſo low as to be a ſervant, and a ſet- 


vant obedient unto the death of the Croſs; . 


therefore he, and none other, was thts 


highly exalted, and received.aname aboye - || 
ne: - : ' 


Eyery na | 
3-.The.. Donor was God the Father. 
worthy of this tranſcendent power, accord- 


ing to that univerſal acknowledgments of 
Saints and Angels; Rev. 5.10. The Lamb 


 'Asnone but Chriſt was capable, none was 


ain was worthy to receive power, and riches, .. 


% 


rh gi bleſſing. nd as he-was only wor 


ſogreat power : fot it” was gayen 3 W 


and pins, anl/rnp h, and honour and go | 
aGod. his Father alone -was able to pave x 
lies, 


F - 


Sin 3 Tie 


—_— 


Do implies, that Chriſt as man had it not of 
| himſelf: ir was not anoriginal and primitive 
* but a delegate and derivative power. 2. HE 


was no ufurper. he did not glorifte himſelf ; 


is he had a fair and cleartitle by donation. 
{ from the univerſal, ſupream, and eternal So- 
t. | veean, who might juſtly diſpoſe of it ashe - 
5 pleaſed ; he was decreed to this place from 
'0 of old, deſigned to-it from his" Birth'and | 
d, Conception, and beg:n to act in it after his - 
'0 * Bapriſm.. But upon his reſurrection he was 
A, declared. more - ſolemnly to be King and 
mn Prieſt: The words of the decree and patent 
d were theſe, Pſal. 2. 7, 8:t hou art my Son,this 
YI | ' day have I begotten thee : for then God fet him 
Q- his King upon. his holy _ hill of Zign, and gave 
Fr him the heathen for his inheritance, and the ut- 
P termoſt parts of the earth for one poſſe fon And - 
hs as by theſe words he was made King, (0 by 


the ſame he was made Prieſt : © for {o we 
"\ read, Heb.'5: 5. He glorified not himſelf, nor 

F. 1} rook upon bim to be high Prieſt, but he was made 
= 4 ſuch by him who ſaid, Thou art my Son, this day 
d- | have Ibegottenthee.This day is theday of re- = 
ff -:: furreRion 3 and for God to beget tim that 
ob } day, was not only to raife him” from the - * 

-Fy dead, but to create him.univerſal King and . 
= . Prieſt -When he was aſcended into heaven, .. 
Y, Be Was ſet at the right hand of God, 'took 
'e © more. full poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, and by - 
h,, oath wazcoutumed an ercraal Prieſt 5,and 
Sr rom 


4 - 


Dm —_ 


(8) 


rule over men. 

Se&. 3. The-end why Chriſt ſignified un- 
to -them the receiving of this power, was 
x. To let them know that now in parthe had 
received his glorious reward for his deep 
humiliation, and great ſervice performed 
upon the Croſs, and the time of his full glo- 
Tification wasat hand; and that Can, 
was the way to glory. 2. That he had fu 
power to grant them a lazge commiſſion; 


and therefore as his Father ſent him, ſo he + 


ſends them : and as he could,- ſo he would 
make good whatſoever they did according 
to this'patent :for upon this univerſal pow- 
er received by Chriſt depends the miniſtry 


of the Goſpel : and the efficacy of Word . 
and Sacraments, which muſt continue unto. . 
the worlds end : and by vertne thereof, the - 


Apoſtles and their ſucceſſours, ſhut and 0- 


pen the gates of heaven 3 and what they. 

bind or looſe on earth, is ratified in heaven : -- 
and this.is the great comfort to the univer-- _ 
{al Church, 2nd eſpecially to the Maniſters -. 
thereof; that the-blefled Lord and Saviour - 
- who hath made ſo.many and great promiles, - . 
1s- enabled by this greats. power to make .- 


all good... 


Chap. + | 


from that time began to exerciſe hisuniver- | 
{al-power, to command the Angels, and to 


# 9) 
to | Chap: 2, Ver. I9, of Chriſts mandate. 


ET Se. t. | 
2c Ow follows the fecond commiſſion: 
2d granted by Chriſt unto his Apoſtles, 


ep wherein we have the inſtitution of the Mi- . 
ed | niſtry for the diſpenſation of Word and Sa- 
lo- | craments tending to the converſion, edifica-- 
ng | tion, and eternal ſalvation of {inful man : - 

and in the text with the words following 
ns; | three things are obſervable. 


he - 1, The party granting the.commiſkon. . 
1d 2. The parties to whom its granted. 

ag 3. The parts of it:. 

w- T1. The party grantiiig itis Chriſt, as ri- 


ry - | ſen from the dead, having received all pow- 
rd . | erin heaven and earth, and ready to alcend 
to . | into beaven,. that he might ſend down the 
he - | [Holy Ghoſt'to enable the perſons commithi- 
o- {-oned:more fully to diſcharge their truſt. 

0 ? 2:..The--parties to whom ic was granted: 
1: | were-firſt the Apoſtles, and in them all Mi- 
r- . |-nifters lawfully fled to ſucceed them, in 
rs -. the Sum 5;omogng the Word and Sacra- 


"vt Ine 2 The parts of the commiſſion are two, . 
e- - |'1: -* mandate. 2. A promie. 

I- The mandate we have intheſe.words; 
Go teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
[N- the Father ,and the:Sau, avd tbe Holy Ghoſt, 


teaching. _ 


1.) 
_ 
le 


and 


(ro) | 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have commanaed-you, - . ; 
This mandate in reſpe&t of the: matter 
hath four parts: - 
x. : They muſt-go to all Nations. - 
2. They muſt preach and diſcipline them. | 
3. They muſt baptize them in the name | 


_— te ho ad. 


of; the Farher, -and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. + AS 

4. They muſt teach them to obſerve all i 
the commandments of Chriſt. - 

The promiſealſo for the matter is twofold, [. 
for Chriſt engageth himſelf unto them for, || 
1: His-preſence and aſſiſtance, 7 will be with | 
30s, 2, The continuance of his preſence and .! 
aſhiſtance : forthe will be with you to the worlds 
' . end. 

The mandate did give them power; -and 
bound them to exerciſe it: .The promiſe 

" did encourage to go on-with the-work;and 
ave them hope of ſucceſs. The-mandace 1! 
und them-to Ghriſt; the promiſe-bound |; 

Chriſt to them. 'The words of the mandate | 

and promiſe may be reducgd to -three pra- | 
"poſirions,-0r-divine axiorgs. - - | ' 
{ Ther. Chriſt grants a commiſſion to the || 

\ Apoſtles: - AT ( 
| . 2. In this commiſhon He'commands them 
togo diſciple, bdptize, teach all Nations. | 

* 3- He promuleth - certainly to be.ywith 
hem always unto the worlgs end. . = 
: | = - The 


- 
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\ - The firſt ( Chrit 


EEE Re to 

pants a commiſſion to 
the Apoſtles ) is to' be handled briefly,. to 
make way for the enſuing diſcourſe. A com- 


' miſſion iſſuing out from ſome eminentpowr 


er hath; two effects for it. | _... Inſet 
t.. Givesauthority and power to the par- 

ty commiſſioned. To 
2. Binds to exerciſe that power accord- 
ing.to the inſtructions given. - | 
. This'Authority and che obligation uſtal- 
ly follow upona Mandate; for when God 
or higher powers command any under their 
power to do any thing exprefled in the man- 
date, then the party commanded hath not 
only pore, but is bound' to do it; whea 
Chriſt therefore as univerſal Lord and So- 
veraign had fignified his will and pleaſure 


- unto the Apoltles,and expreſſed what their 


work was, this ſignification was not only a 
ſufficient warrant for the diſpenſation of 
Word, and Sacraments in the adminiſtrati- 
on of his heavenly King lom, bur alſo bound 
fo the performance of their duty. And now 
if they do any thing ſpecified in the man- 
date,it muſt needs be valid according tothe 
Conſtitucion of the univerſal Empire, and 
they muſt be indemnified as no ways guilty 
of preſumptuous uſurpation or intrufton in 
to their office. And if chey be diligent and 
faithful in their place, ' and perform their 
duty, they may make a good account; and 

| expect . 


% 
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_ expetta reward. By vertue of this mandate 


the Apoſtles received an extraordinary,and 
all Miniſters duly qualified,elected; approv- 
ed, an ordinary power. Andits a great com- 
fort and content unto a Miniſter, when he 
can truly ſay,and his conſcience teſtifie it ; I 
did not go before I was ſent; and the word 
of the Lord came to -me before I did pre- 
ſume to declare it to others. I-did not al- 
ſume power -before it was given me; nei- 
ther have T done any thing for which I have 
not my Maſters command. ' As Chriſt gave, 
{o the Apoſtles received this commiſſion 3 
yet this was not the firſt, for Chriſt had for- 


merly ſent them and confined them to the ** 


loſt ſheep of 1/rae!; but now he enlargeth 
their patent,and they muſt go to all Nations. 
And here its obſervable that when he ſent 
them firſt to the Jews only, he gave them 
. ngtonly authority but the ability of Apo- 
ſtles, and when he-ſends them the ſecond 
time,John. 20. .21, 22. he breaths upon them 
laying, Receive ye the holy ghoſt, and com- 
mands them to ſtay at 7er»ſalem till the ſpi- 


rit.from on high ſhould be poured on hes | 


which ſhould fully enable them for the di 
charge of their high-office 3, for they recei- 
ved 2nd were endued with all heavenly 


wiſdom, and the knowledge of languages . 


and all other gifts requiſite for their place. 
Chriſt did in rhis proceed by degrees ; beſt 


- 
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he-makes them Diſciples,then Apaſtles,then 
Meſlengers fit,to be ſent unto all Nations : 
and he never required any thing at their 
hands but according to their ability, which 
he had [given them. Hymane . commiſſion 


if rightly granted, do not makethe perſons 


to. be .commiſſioned able - and . right! 
qualified, but. find them ſuch. And thoug 

men may chuſe and adyance inſufficient and 
unworthy perſons yet Chriſt never did {0/3 
but if they be not fit, he makes them able 
before he ſends them or puts them in office; 
otherwiſe he knows power (ſhould be given 
in yain; for though they ſhould be very wil- 
ling yet they ſhall not be able ag do their 
duty. Therefore if God ſend any :man, 
there will be found in him not only autho- 
rity but ability too. Let no man therefore 
take upon him the charge ofa Miniſter ex» 
cept he find himſelfqualified ; for infuffici- 
-56: in any perſon is evidence enough that 
God never intended him for bis {ſervice in 
this kind. As the mandate preſuppoling abi- 
lity as neceſſary. gave authority, fo it. did 
induce an obligation, of the perſon com- 
manded to. do his work. Therefore the A- 
pdſtles receiving.a command for to-perform 
the work proper. to their place and- office, 
werenot at liberty; but as they had receiv- 
ed power, {0 they mult exercile it 3 other- 
wie they cannot be faithful to their truſt, 
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rior make ry good account, nor expe a 4 f© 


reward ; nay; they will be gailty and liable 
to:puntſhment; This Par! being - conſtitu- 
ted-an Apoſtle knew full well; and doth 
confeſs it, ſaying, 1 Cor.' 9. 16; (4-neveſ- 
fety 15 laidupon' me,and woe unto meif” Þ preach 
not the Goſpel ) where we ' may - obſerve, 
1. An obligetlon to preach the Goſpel, and 
this aneceſlity from the command. 2. 'Ano- 

ther obligation unto puniſhment, if he dif: 

charge not his duty. | 
From this' commiflion we may obſerve 


many things. 1. In reſpe& of Chriſt. 2. of ' 


Miniſters. 3. Of People to whom they are 
fent; In Ehriſts giving this mandat is mani- 


feſted his great care of the Church, and his -. 
tender love to our poor ſouls rb periſh; 

lood.and 
merits unſpeakable mercies for us. 2. Leaſt : 
this blood thould be ſhed in vain, and theſe +). 


1. He redeems us by his precious 


mercies never imparted unto- us, he gives 


commiſſion to his Apoſtles and Meſlengers; . | 


furnitheth them with gifts, gives them au- 


thority and power; 'binds them to*difpence - 
the Word, adminiſter the Sacraments, and 


uſe all means which he hath appointed for 
our conyerſion,confirmation,and Eternal ſal 


vation : that we:in the end- may attain the - 
ultimate benefit of his death and paſhon;and : 


be fully'and for ever ſaved. And woe unto 


them if they- be-not diligent- and Jfairhful ; . 


| an 


for I 
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4 4 forhe will be highly offended with them, 
le | and require their blood ar:their hands. 
1- 4 _ 2- For Miniſters, let them.confider whe- 
th | ther they have ability, and be rightly quali 
| fled, before they enter upon the place, whe- 
ther they have authority and be ſent, and if 
& | they take the charge upon them, let them 
4 | remember their duty, and the ſtrict obliga- 
3. 3 tion that lies upon them. _Ifchey have not 
C » ability,Chriſt never intended co truſt chemz. 
' " they cannot diſcharge the place 3 if. they 
e ) have not aclear call and mandat, they can- 
}f ©. not expect his aſſiſtance, ſucceſs,or comfort: 
e -| if they negle their duty, woe unto them; 
they ſhall be called to an account, and ſhall 
be found more guilty than other men, and 
| - puniſhed with more grievous puniſhments, 
{ -| and they muſt know that the Office of a 
? | Miniſter is nota place of eaſe, worldly ho- 
> 
8-4 
| 
- | 
| 


.| nour, filthy gain, much leſs of tyranny over 
' mens conſciences, and proudly domineering 

: | over Chriſts flock, 
'| - 3. As for the people, they muſt confider 
| Chriſts deareſt love unco them, highly e- 
|. ſteem their Miniſters in love for the works 
11 fake,” hearken to their Doctrine, obey their 
, commands, follow their dire&ions. Andif 
.  theydeſpiſe them, they du Chriſt who 
-  ſeathema.; and ſhall (tverely be puniſhed. 


CHAP: 


\ | 
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——_ 


tent tt i. ii 


W's Chap. 3. 
© Of Chriscommand to goto all Ngtions. 


the commiſſion, and it is to this purpoſe : 
Chrift commanded the ApoFHes topreachhaptize, 
teach all Nations. And becauſe this is a copu- 
late compound axiom & diviſable into. ſe- 
veral {imple axioms ; therefore” accordin 

rothe four ſeveral parts of the work an 

matter commanded, I will deliver them in 
four diſtin& propoſitions which are theſe. 


I. Chriſt commanded. the Apoſtle'to go | 


to all Nations. . 


2. Chriſt commanded them to teactt | 


all Nations to whom they went. 
. Chriſt commanded them to baptize 
all Nations taught. | 
4: Chrift commanded them: to teach all 
Nanons baptized to obſerve all things 
which he had commanded them. | 


Before. enter upon theſe particulars, let 


me inform-you; 1. That thoſe ations com- 
manded are ſabordinate one to another, the 
firſt ro the ſecond, the ſecond to'the third, 
the third tothe laſt 5 for they muſt go rhat 
they may teachor difciple.: they maſtteach 
or diſciple that they may baprize; they muſt 
baptizethat they may teach the parties bapti- 
zed: the” obſervation of all iſts com- 
mands, 2. The 


: © - = [ 
Set. 1. 'F He ſecond propoficion is con- | of 
cerning theMandat the 1.part of 


» 
o 
. 


of 


n_ 


— 
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— /{ 2. The generl object of theſe actions is 
| all nations, that is, the men of all nations 1 
{ the objeRtof their preaching is the number 
N- | of them in all nations who hear them; the 
of ( obje& of their Baptiſm are ſuch as being 
e: >, taught are diſciples the ſubje& or object 

ze, | of teaching are the baptized. 
u- 3: Thewhole-work charged upon theſe 
[e- ) Apoſtles and their ſucceſlors. is reducible to 
ng | thediſpenſation of Word and Sacraments, 
) 4. That in theſe words we have aclear in- 
n | ſtitution. of the miniſtry, and dire&tions for 
Ee. | Doctrine, Worſhip,and diſcipline Chriſtian. 
20 | - 5.: The end of the minſtry is the applica» 
- , tion' of Chrifts redemption 3 and of his Re» 
H m_—_—_—_ applyed remiffion of finsand etery 


" Set. 2. The propofition. 
if '  Chriff commands his Apoſtles to go t0 all 
Ss || Nations. | 


. | © Here'is-not. determined the particular 
t | time andday when thy ſhould begin the 
- | work; what Nationor Nations they ſhould 
* , firſt go unto; whether they ſhould go ſeve- 
| rally or joyntly:whether they:(hould-do-the 
(bins gold hr char parody 
| 1t by affiſtants' for- that, purpoſe, 
t , whentheir work ſhould be finiſhed; whether 
- 1 iacheir own time, or much was to be letc 
Baco their ſucceſlours; yet theſe = $ 

ou 


bu - 
Wn 


8 whicher” God {ſhould call him - accord- 
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though not here expreſſed are certain. 
1. They muſt go ro all Nations,for noneare 
excepted or excluded. 2. They 'muſt begin 


at /eruſalers,and firit rerider {alvarion tothe 


Jew. 3: They mnit begin in this place im- 
mediately upon the receiving of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the giftof Languages. 4 They 


mult go to other Nations as providence did. 


diret them, andthe Spirit did reveal unto 
them. 5. They night go ſeverally and have 
their ſeveral aſſignations ; yetſo that ſame- 
times two-or more might go together, or 


f 


meet at the ſame place. 6. They might'd6 , | 
and did many things by afſiſtants7. The prin- |] 
Cipal work of the- Apoſtles . was. to plant | 


and lay the' foundation ' of the Chriſtian 
Church and Religion. 8. [Seeing the 'work 
could not be finiſhed before the Worlds 
end ; therefofemuch muſt. be.left to- their 
ſueceſſours. .9., Chriſt did not ſo limit him- 
ſelf to theelevert Apoſtles then preſent, as 


+ that hecould not commiſſion others and in- 


veſt them with Apoſtolical power:forafter- 
ward St.Mathias was ſubſtitued inthe: place 


of Tadas, and St. Paul 'made. a thirteenth |} 


Apoſtle.ro. This-univerſal power:in reſpect 


| oy ations'was not fi Knieddp ae: 
"ities Jo ap nxcaoedinarh Mikifters, 
the oxdinaryr tight nor do Chriſt ſervice! in”. 


the - utiverfal ' Church, . or - any: Nation 
ON9TIÞE 1 149 10g 
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" ' ing to the opportunity and ability which 
7 | God ſhould give him. 

go Bur to be brief and haſten to the priaci- 
4 | - pal part of the commiſſion,l will in this pro- 
iy 4 Poſition briefly obſerve four things. 

Fi 1. Thepreventing grace of God. 

y 2, His nkaging mercy. 

_ 3: Thebenehts which redound unto us: 
x4 | thereupon. / 

fe 4. Our duty to be performed in reſpe&t 


' + of this grace, mercy, and thoſe benefits. 
Io Se#. 3. 1- The preventing grace of God 
a. | appears in this,that the Nations did not pray 
*to God to ſend them, nor ſeek to the Apo» © 

\ ſtles to come unto them, nor did they come 
unto the Apoltles 3 but the Apoſttes were 
commanded to go to them, -and did go,and 
came to all Nations. They muſt not take 
their eaſe, and make Jeruſalem the place of 
their reſidence in one College,Conſfiſtory or 
Palace there. They muſt not ſtand upon 
terms of Honour, and ſend out their Edidts 
I tocite and ſummon the Nations to come un- 
& £1} tO them and appear before them. Its true, 
& |) that hitherto the Jew: had taken State upon 
| him and becauſe of,Gods Election of that 
City.and'the Temple, the Gentiles muſt 
afſemble there, and appear before God in 
that holy place. - If thus he refuſe to do, he 
muſt ſand at a diſtance and continue-with 
out Chriſt, without s without on | 
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"jn the World. If the Gentile will not come 
over to the Jew, the Jew will not; muſt not 
go over unto him. :But the time of this 
_ diſpenſation was expired,and God will take . 
another courſe ;and in his infinite mercy he 
will prevent the Gentiles of all Nations: 
The Apoſtles muſt part aſunder, take ſeve- 
.ral ways;and with great labour, petil,charge, | 
viſit the Nations of the World ; and ſeek 
their ſouls in every climate, And God by 
them did bring the Goſpel, Chriſt and Sal- © | 
vation to their doors; and offer Heaven and 
Eternity of bliſs unto moſt unworthy 
wretches, who never (ought or thought of» 
any ſuch thing . Then began to befulfilled, | 
that which was ſpoken by the Prophet long |; 
before, 1/a:65.1. 1 am ſought of them that atked | 
not for me : 1 am found of themthat ſonght me. {| 
:n0t + Tſaid Behold me, behold me, unto a Na- 
' tion not called by my Name. The diſtance be- 
tween God and ſinful man is very great:and 
- would for ever fo continue, if God ſhould 
deal with him 1n ſtri& juſtice : nay, if. he | 
ſhould not ſhew him great mercy. For mans _ 
would never think of God as he ought, ne | 
ver delire him,never come unto him,if God 
thould not prevent him, caK{ him and come 
unto him firſt. For man will never ſeek his 
God,if God do not ſeek him firſt;For mans | 
jalvation muſt begin in Gods free love and 


preventing 
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preventing grace, whereby he ſeeks hith, 


finds him, and finds him dead in fins and 
trelpaſſes, and ready for to periſh. This is 


Gods preventing grace. 


«2, His enlarging mercy appears in, that 
the Apoſtles muſt go not only to the Jew, 
but to the-Gentilezand not only to'the Geny 
tiles of ſome few Nations, -but6f-all;; and 


ſeek to gather them into one body,and cloſe 


them up into one fold.For formerly his ſpe- 
Cial mercy was confined to a ſingle Nation, 
the people of the Jews, 'the poſterity of A- 
braham by Facob,but now it muſt be exten- 
ded to all Nations,and tg all ſorts of all Na- 
tions. No Nation in particular by name 
18 excepted, excluded, or to be omitted and 
paſſed by. God for a long time incloſed 
the Jew, and by a partition wall ſevered 
him from all Nations in matter of Religions 


His Oracles, his Covenant, the promiſe of 
'Chriſt; the ſanctifying Spirit 3 -and all-the 


means of convertion were thepriviledges of 
this people. But now Gods mercies wHl not 
be thus (traitned and contained in ſuch-nar- 
row bounds. The partition wall muſt be 
broken down,and his ſaving grace will ovet-« 
flow theſe petty banks, and like the Qcean 
compaſs the whole Earth. | 

. But for what end muſt this mercy thus 


enlarge, and why muſt they go unto atl Na» 


tions0of the Gentiles? They might have gone 
Ba @ 
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to denonounce mot fearful judgments. For 
what could Idolatrous Apoſtates, who had 
forſaken their God who made them, and e- 
very moment preſerved them, expect, but 
ſome fearful puniſhments to be executed 
upon them. Yet ſuch was Gods mercy to- 
wards them that they were not ſent to de- 
nounce judgment,but to proclaim an a&t of 
Eternal Indemnity and Pardon of all their 
many grievous fins 3 and promilſe, and that 
upon faireſt terms, Eternal life. Therefore 
the benefit of this preventing grace and en- 
larging mercy,which did redound to all peo- 
ple of all Nations, was very great. They fate 
in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, under 
the power of Satan,ignorant,blind, corrupt- 
ted, - hardned,withourt any means of conver- 

Hon or: hope 'of ſalvation. But by the A+ 
poltles God ſends unto them light, life, 

peace, joy, comfort ; Heaven gates are 0- 
pened, Eternal Life offered, and Chriſt is 
very willing and deſirous to ſave us,and give 
us eternal bliſs. O that men would con{1der 
how great a mercy it is for God tocome ſo 

near unto us;and pur us in a capacity of ſalva- 
tion. 1; This benefit would appear to be the 
greater,if we would yemeniber how unwor- 

thy we are. 2. The Md condition of others 

ro whom God never vouchſafed the light 

of the Goſpel:without this preventing grace 

Salvation is impoſſible to all ; without this 

. enlarging 


we ad 
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4 corner of the World.Burt it hath been { 


enlarged thar it reached us, God hath found 


us, Chriſt is come unto us 3 andthe hea- 
venly light -of ſaving truth doth clearly 
ſhine upon us ; So that if we periſh we are 
deeply*guilty, and the cauſe. of- our own 
eternal miſery. 

4. If the benefit be fo great, and fo res 
dounds tous that we have a great part and 
ſhare in it-5-then our obligation to thank- 
fulneſs is very great. If we knew our own 
KO” and our woful condition, the 
greatneſs of the benefit would more clearly 
appear,and ſtir us up to thankfulne(s. There- 
fore lets conſider theſe things more feriouſ- 
ly, and acknowledge the benefit with all 
humble thankfulnets;ufe the means of grace 
vouchſafed unto us, and receive Chritt up- 
on thoſe gracious terms he is offered unto 
Us. Shaff God come (o near to us,and ſhall 
not we come near to him ? Shall he ſeek us 
firſt, and we not ſeek him ?*chis were a grie- 
vous fin; and the higheſt degree of ingrati- 
tude.I muſt needs tell you that to receive a 
meſſage of eternal pzace from heaven, and 
not acknowledge ſorgreat a mercy,to enioy 
the means of converſ10n, and not ule them, 
to have Chriſt offered and re{iſt him, are 
the greateſt ſins,deſerve the greateſt punith- 


enlarging mercy, impoſſible to many, eſpe- - 
cially to us who live at fo great a diſtance in-* 


(24) "I 
ments, make falvation impoſſible, and dams» 
nation unavoidable. 


—— 
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Chap. 4; 

Of teaching all Natione, and of teaching po 
general, and the Matter to be taught, 4 
of Chriſtian confeſſion, 

Seft. 1, The Second Propoſition is this.. 


I. Chriſt commanded the Apoſtles to.-teach, all 
Nations. | | 


| A S they muſt go to all Nations, ſo they 
"A. muſt teach them,except they go, they. 
cannot teach, therefore this going as Was. 
formerly obſerved, is. ſubordinate to this- 
work of teaching without whicly. the for- 
mer is in vain. And as they were bound to 
the former,ſo they. were-to this latter muctt, 


more 3 and the perſons:to-whom they muſt 


go, the ſame they muſt reach. But for the- 
better underſtanding of this Propoltiticn, 


we muſt enquire, 

I. What this teaching is. 

2, Whar's the matter to be tanght. 

1. Teaching is a communicating our 
knowledge to others, and this done by cer- 


tain outward ſigns and expreſſions, which. 


God hath appointed for that end; For-he 
hath given us the gift of ſpeech and writin 
to fignifie our mind unto others. To teac 
in, St. Matthew, and St. Mark is to Preach, 


which 


> * 


% 
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which ſeems to be ſomewhat more : 


certain and ſufficient knowledge -of ſuch 
things as they muſt make known unto the 
Nations of the World z and as their know- 
ledge was certain, ſo Chriſt had promiſed 


the Spiric for to guide them infallibly .in - 


their teaching and preaching, whether by 
word or writing. And there was 2 ſpecial 


reaſon why Chriſt ſhould thus direct them : 


for their do&rine muſt be the rule of Faith 
and Practice unto the whole Church, not 


only for a time, but till time ſhall be no. 
more.But to teach in this place ſeems to be * 


reaching with ſacceſs,{o as to cauſe theper- 


{ons taught to learn ; that is,to receive their- 


Dodtrine, underſtand it, approve it, be con- 


* . vinced of the truth of it, and be converted 


by it (o far as to be made Chriſtians. There- 
fore ſome have thought fit co turn the place 
thas,Go and Diſciple alt Nations,and the Per- 


fian tranſlator (o underſtands it. For he makes - 


this work to be a reducing - of the whole 
World tothe Religion and Faitch- of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Its true, that their Doctrine had not 
this ſacceſs with all perſons to whom it 
was ſent. For ſome oppoſed and blaſphemed 
ie,ſome heard it _ neglected itz to ſome 


it was foolithnefs, to others very offenſive - 
and a ſcandal ; but by vertue of the ſpirit it ' 
was. to many the power:of.God unto-Sabva- 


B 4 .. cion. 


But” 
both imply, that they were endued with 


© -_ - Ins tn es 


tion. This is teaching which muſt be not on- 
Iy private but publick ; they muſt Preach. 
Preachers anciently were called amongſt 
the Heathens 4% 4yyau, Meſſengers from 
Heavea z and alſo publick Officers imploy- 
ed by their Soveraigns to fignifie their Will, 
and Pleaſure unto their ſubjeRs. Their work 
was to £0 into all parts of. their Dominions, 
and ſolemnly with a loud voice and ſome- 
times with ſound of Trumpet to publiſh 
their Edicts, and. let their ſubjects know 
their Princes mind. But it is very likely the 
 Evangeliſts took the expreſſon out of the 

Old Teltament, and therein did allude to 
the Proclaiming of the year of Jubilee, as 
may appear from the Prophet //a. 61. 1, 2. 
where the word is uſed. In-reſpet of this 
a the Apoſtles might be truly denomina- 
ted Meſſengers, Cryers, Publick Officers ; 
yet {ent from Heaven and not from Earth, 
- from God and-not from Man. They were 
eminent officers of Chriſts kingdom. Their 
work was to Proclaim and publiſh. his 
Laws, promiſe peace, per{wade men to Re- 
pentance; and Faith and ſo-make them Sub- 
jeRs unto their bleſſed Saviour and Redeem- 


er. This teaching both for the matter and ' 


manner was extraordinary, wonderful. and 
plzinly Divine, was accompanied with the 

leſled ſpirit,and wroughtwonderfully upon 
the hearts of men, and had rare effe&s, and 


poved 


6 
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proved the mighty power of God unto Sal- 
vation. This will be more evident from the 

2. Thing, which is the-matter comman- 
ded to be taught; which according to 
St. Marks in one word theGoſpel, Mark 16. 
15.16. Go ye unto all the World, and preach the 
Goſpel unto every creature, - He that believeth 


and ws baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that 


beljeveth not, ſhall be damned. 

The matter therefore in general is the 
Golpel,in particular the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
Faith, Baptiſm, and Salvation, of Unbelief 


and Damnation. Accordiag to Luke, Luke 16. + 


, 47- 1ts concerning Chriſts ſuffering, Re- 
urrection, Repentance, Faith, Remifſion of 
fins. In this Evangeliſt its the Doctrine of 
God the Father, who made heaven and earth, 
and ſo loved finful man,thart he gave his on- 
lybegotten Son for his ſalvation:concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt who was incarnate, ſuffered, di-. 
ed; role again for our Reſurrection 3 con- 
cerning the Holy Ghoſt by the word con- 
yerting us, making us-capaÞ| 
and ſanctifying us to Eternal Life.. 


Se#. 2, Thus we underſtand what teach=- _ 
ing and preaching is. - 2..What the Doctrine. - 
tobe taught ; Now Twill take the liberty: 


to enlarge and manifeſt. 
1. That this is our Saviours Creed. -. 


e of remiſſion; - 


"1 ly 
2. That it's the ground of the Ancientz-- | 


and Apoſtolical Creed. 


B 5 3. That <«. 
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3. That that which is called the Apoſtles 
Creed,is agreeable unto this of our Saviour. 

4.. That it is the abridgment of the Scrip- 
tures. 

7, This is our Saviours:Creed delivered 
3n theſe words unto his Apoſtles,as the ſub- 
ſtance of the- Doctrine: which they muſt 
teach,and a form of Faith to be profeſſed by 
all ſuch-as by Baptiſm are. to be ſolemnly 
admitted into the number of his Diſciples. 
Not that he had not often and more at large. 
taught the ſame, as we may read in his Ser- 
mons and conferences related by the Evan- 
geliſts. I will inſtance in one -paſlage of his 


diſcourſe with Nicodemus, The words are - 
theſe, John 3. 16. God ſo loved the World - 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 


ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have - 
everlaſting life, This Text begins with God, 


and ends with everlaſting life, as many con- 
feflions do. And therein we may obſerve; 


T.. God the Father who created the World, . 
loving ſinful man. 2. His only begotten Son-. 


given to redeem us. 3. The Holy Ghoſt re- 


faith we. may. eſcape. eternal. death, and 


attain eternal life. For this isthe trueand ge- 


nyine fenſe of theſe words ; we read of ma» 
ny forms of faith and confeſſion; ſome cal- 
led Apoſtolical related by many of the An- 


cients.and of the Nigene,Epheſine,Conſtan- 


FEnEraring us and working Faith i-us; that - 


, 


tinopolitan;Roman, Athanaſian,and others; - - * 


yet this is before them all, above them all, : 
the ground of them all,immediately diving, - 
delivered by Chrift himſelf, recorded in 
holy Scripture ; and therefore no unwritterr -: 
Tradition. In this reſpe& Tert/izan might 
well ſay that the Apoſtles had the rule of 
Faith from Chriſt, and Chriſt from God. 
For from whom he received his power,from 
him he received this Do@rine which he 
commands. his Apoſtles to teach, and all 
Nations to believe. | | 
Sed. 3.-This is the ground of the ancient 
and Apoſtolical Creed delivered by the A- 
poſtles to the Churches, which they planted, 
as: by {ſeveral of the firſt Primitive Writers 
we are informed. For they: for matter and 
method agree with this,and in both are con- 
formable unto it. - The matter of them all 
is God the Father, and the -Son, and the - 
Holy Ghoſt:and the method is to begin with + 
the Father; go on with the Son, and end * 
with the Holy Ghoſt;” though not in expreſs 
terms, yet by conſequence. By which it + 
appears they took their riſe from theſe - 
words. - - | 
I. They : begin with God. the. :Father,".. 
and under this part bring in that firſt great = 
work of Creation.  _ | : 
2. They proceed:to- the Son* the eternal 
word of the Father,:: who was . made —_ 


KL 


(30) | 
and redeemed mankind, created righteous 
and holy, and faln in Adam. 

3. They ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
as Tertullian expreſleth it, 1s ( Santificator 
fidei ) by whom Chriſt was conceived, the {+ 
Prophets-inſpired, the Church comforted; 
Divers of them concluce with the- final 
| judgment wherein.Chriſt ſhall render to all 
| ſuch as.being ſanctified by the ſpirit do be- 
| lieve, eternal. rewards, and to the devil and 
wicked: men eternal puniſhments; where 
' we muſt obſerve, 1.. That creation ex- 

tends to all things : for God treated heaven, 
and earth,. and al! things therein. 2: Re- 
demption reacheth only man, for Chriſt re- 
deemed not the Angels, nor any cther-crea- 
{ *ure but ſinful mankind. 3. Sanctification 
iS confined to the Church, and the Ele& 
people of God. So that the Spirit ſantifes 
| not all men, - but the Church ; Chriſtre- +, 
| | deems man, but not all creatures ; God the 
! Father createth all things, and all perſons, 
The firſt part of the Creed-concerning one 
God, is againſt all Atheiſts and Heathen 
Idolaters.. The: ſecond concerning the-Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, is againſt all Malumetans and 
Unbelicving Jews. The third concern- 
 Ing:he Holy Ghoſt, is againſt all Pelagi» Is. 
ans, enemies ct grace and counterfeit Chri= © 
ſtians. Es KR 

And here it is to be noted that the my- el 

ſtery. 


x. : 
— ——— 
—— 
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3 ſtery of God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt was never fo clearly and | 
| diſtin&tly made manifeſt, as it was when the \ 
| Father out of Love gave his only begotten \ 
Son, and ſent him into- the World ; and 
when the Son and eternal word was made 
fleſh and redeemed'man : and'when- the 
holy Ghoſt deſcended in the likeneſs of a 
Dove; and 'refted upon our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt-and came upon the Apoſtles -and an- 
&ifed believers. 
Set. 4. After it hath been manifeſted 
that in this Do&trine concerning God the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. r. 
We have Chriſts own Creed,” and 2:- That 
this was the ground of the ancient Apoſto- 
lical Creeds and Confeflions ; it remains 3. 
that I'fay- ſomething of- that which is com- 
monly-calledthe __ Creed, whichrwe 
find-in Reffinus with an- Expoſition, and 
which is uſed in the Catechiſms and Litur- 
\ pics of the-Roman-and reformed-Churches: 
' In this we may obſerve, 
' \ T. Thar for the principal matter and me- 
| "thod itsgrounded upon our Saviours Creed, 
| and-exadtly agrees with the ancientand pri 
| * mitive- Confteſhons.- For therein we have 
' threeprincipal parts, the 1. Concerning God 
the Father,and the work of Creation of the: | 
world ; the 2. concerning God the Son,and | 
the work of Redemption of manzrhe 3. con- | 
= cerning | 
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cerning God the Holy Ghoſt and ſan&i- 
fication of the Church and the Ele& people 
of God: This appears by that brief contrac- 
tion of it, in our publick Catechiſm, which 
isa prime peice. inthis particular of anti- 
yity 3 and gives great light how to under- 


ad the confeſſion, and implies that it was - 


grounded upon our Saviours Creed: 
2. To underſtand this Creed the better, 


we, muſt obſerve, 1. The object. 2. The - 
act of man about this object. 1. The obje& ].. 


is God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt con- 


{idered. 
I. In himſelf, 2. In his works, - which 
are, 1. Creation. 2:. Providence. 


Providence whereof there are two parts. . 


1. Preſervation. 2. Ordination.. 1. Ge- 


neral ofall. 2. Special of man, eſpecially as - | 


faln. Of this ſpecial providence there be 


two principal branckes;Redemption,Appli- : -| 


cation. 


to:be obſervable. -. 
I. Who he is. 2:. What's his work. - 


I. He is Jeſus Chriſt, who for perſon,is - 


the only Son .of God; for Natures God 


and man,: and as man he «ras conceived by - 


the Holy Ghoſt,and born of the. Virgin 44a- 


ry: for Offices. he is King, Prieſt, and Pro-- - 


demption, whereof two parts... 


— - _ —— 


LORCTES ET Redeemer twothings are --. 


' | 
. 2. His. work is that which ye call Re - | 


*| pled 
, F Which ae 4 2. Reſurrection of the body. 


| (33) | 
| His Humiliation. and Exaltation: - 

His humiliation in that he. taking upon- 
him the form-of a ſervant, ſuffered under 
| Pontins Pilate, was Crucified, dead, and bu- 
! ryed, deſcended into Hell. | 

His Exaltation in his Reſurre&ion, Aſ- 
cenſion, - Seſhion at the right hand of God :- 
Comming to Judgment. : 

! The applicationof this Redemption hath 


| three things conſiderable. 
o 1, The principal cauſe, which is the ho- 


ly Ghoft by the word working Faith in us. 
2. The ſubje& to which this application 

1s made, . which is:the holy Catholick-. 

Church, the- Communion af Saints, -which 

is the number of believers. | 

3. The efteRtsof this Redemption. aps 


x. Forgiveneſs of fins. 


. Life everlaſting. 


* | | And here its to no ed, | Q 


k — 
1, That by the humiliation of Chriſt, and 


j eſpecially thedeathand ſacrifice of himſelf 


upon the CroG, theſe effets and bleſſings 
were merited, : and int conſideration oft: the 


2. That God as loving us,Redeeming us--. 
by Chriſt, and applying this Redemprion by -. 
has Spirit, is the fountain and cauſe of falya--. 
tion and eternal happineſs. | 

3. .That-- 


1 
| 

| | {ame-were promiſed. 
| 
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3. That God the Father, Son; and Holy | | 


Ghoſt, as conſidered in himſelf, and in his 
works of Creation, Redemption, and Sanc- 
tification, is the principal obje& of the acs 
of this ſaving faith: "6 

2. As theſe things are the obje&of our 
Faith, and the ( Credenda) (o the.adt is to 
believe. To believe is 2. To be certainly 
perſwaded of the truth of theſe things, as 
revealed by God, and certainly known to 
be ſo. For the ground of a divine infalli- 
ble faich, muſt be a Teſtimony known 
certainly to be divine. 2. To relie upon 
God thus repreſented and believed as able, 
and promiſing eternal life unto {infal man 
upon faireſt terms. 3. To profels this our 
faith, God is the efficient cauſe by his Spi- 
rit of this faith ; he is the object, hieword! is 
the rule. - : 

3: This faith we Proteftants'do-profels, 
this faith they-of Rome do profeſs ; and both 
2gree not only in the words, but for the moſt 
part in the ſenſe of this Creed, as appears by 
the expoſition thereof given in their Trent 
Catechiſm. This is not ſo to be underſtood 
2s: though there were noerrours in that, 
EXCePt in theſe three-particulars. For be» 
ſides che many truths delivered in that part 
of the Catechiſm, -there are ſeveral errours 
intermixt- though none of them 10-grols as 
thele three. : 

| x. In 


——— 
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7. In the manner of Chriſts birth. 

2. In the diviſion of Hell into ſever\? 
parts: ws 2k | 
3. Inthe viſible Headſhip of their Roman 
Pontif over the univerſal Church. - 

Though none of theſe have any ground 
ia Scripture,or in the writings of pureſt An- 
tiquity, areno ways neceſſary or condy- 
cing to San&ification and Salvation;and are 
more like Fancies and Fables than any ſolid 
truth : yet we muſt be condemned as Inno- 
vators, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, as having 
no hope of ſalvation till reconciled to their 
Church ; and having- no exiſtence of a 
Church before Zuther :.this is.their charity, 
but this is our comfort : God wil be Judge, : 
and, they as well as-we- muſt be judged -and 
they cannot prove that by our publick Doc- 
trine we have added any new Article tothe 
Ancient, Catholick, Apoſtolick Faith 3 nor 
rejected any matter of doctrine or practice 
which is neceſſary or effectually conducing 
to ſalvation. 

4. Though this form of confeſſhon be ge- 
nerally received amongſt us ;-yet we find in 
it two additions not expreſſed in many for- 
mer Creeds. | 

+. Is the deſcent of Chriſt into Hell, 
2, Concerning: the holy Catholick 


_ Church, the Communion of Saints: 


Concerning the firſt its doubted, 
| | 1. When 
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1. When it 'was added to this confteſ-' 


n 


of it is. 


1. We find it not in many of the ancient: 


and Apoſtolical forms of confeſſion ;-not in 
the Nicene, or Epheſine, or Conſt: 
—o_ Creed, nor yet in the: Roman. 

herefore Ruffin: in his expoſition” of this 


Creed, confef{eth that this article of Chriſts 


deſcent into Hell is not found either in the 
Roman or Oriental- Creeds. Belides, ſome 
inform us that it is' not found in genuine 
Copies .of* Athanaſius his form, therefore 
fome (ay, that it was brought in by a Synod 
held at Aguileia. 

2. As forthe ſenſe, its much controver- 
ted: For ſome will have the words to fig- 
nifie no more thin that he was buryed, 0- 
thers, thatChriſt ſuffered in his ſoul the 
pains of Hell ; others that he patfled into 
the eſtate and place of the dead ; others that 
1n his ſoul he paſſed locally and ſadbſtantially 
mto Hell co preach unto the ſpirits and 
Lib. 6. Aoals there impriſoned. Thus Ruffi- 
Strom. axs in his expoſition, thus Clemens 
Alexanarinu, thus the firit Reformers, who 


in the time'of Edward 6th. compoled the . * 


Articles .of Sabſcription ; for which they 
out of Clemens Alex andy, alledged the Text, 
I. Pet. 3.18, I9., yet that explication was 

: Y omitted 


2. What the ſenſe and genuine meaning 


ma pÞESBLRfv 


5. a4 id” as ad. no BS 


# 1% . 


gz | ry” 7 I 

| omitred in after-times, ' when the Articles 
| were reduced to the number of thirty nine 
ns. | as now they are without any addition to the 

{ words of the Creed ;- for the words of the 
- Article are only theſe ; As Chri/r dyed for ms 
Wl and was buryed, [0 alſo 1s it to be believed that 
he went down into hell. 

The ſecond addition is concerning- the 
| holy Catholick Church, the Communion 
of Saints. For thongh- there: is n9 Creed 
but implies that there is a nimber of people, . 
; Who being called do believe, and are parta- 
| kers of the benefits of Chriſts Redemption, 
| 'yet in many ancient forms we find nomen- 
. tion of thele words. Yet the ſenſe of them 

'{ Is plain, and the matter clearly expreſſed in 

| | Scripture. The gccafion of the inſerting of 

' them might beithe Schiſm of the Donariſts 

; (C or ſome others like them ) who confined: 

the Church to themſelvs at Cartenna in A- 
frick, and like many in our days refuſed: 
Communion with' any other Chriſtian bat 
of their. own party. Whereas 'the Article 
according to the Scriptures (1gnifies that the 
Ehurch f{ince this commiſſion in my Text 
was put in execution by the Apoſtles going 
. intoall Nations, and reducing many unto 
Chrift, became aniverſal. And theſe redu- 
ced are all of them! Stints'4and though they: 
be many living. at a diſtance without any 


interview or conyerſe- civil one. with => 
r3 
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Corporation under Chriſt their Head, and 
have ſpiritual communion one with another 
in the ſame Faith, Sacraments, and Spiric, 
This is againſt not only the Jew, but the 
Schiſmatical Donatiſt, and alſo Rome it {elf 
as confining the term Catholick to her own 
party, and engroſſing the priviledges of the 
univerſal Church, as —_ they did only 


belong to her, who is but a little part,or par- 
ticle of the ſame. 


Chap. ; = 


Shewing how in this Dofrine of our Saviour 
we have the abridgment of the Scripture. 


'SeR. I. 


6 ty ſecond propoſition in the Mandate 
was, That Chriſt commanded the. A- 
poſtles to teach all Nations 3. after the ex- 
plication whereof I did enlarge and under- 
took to manifeſt tour things. 

I. That the Doftrine to be taught was 
our Saviours Creed. 

2. That it was the ground of all the Apo- 
ſtolical and ancient Creeds. 

3. That the Creed commonly called che 
Apoſtles is agreeable to this Doctrine. 
+ That it is the abridgment of .the.holy 

iptures. - | 
This undertaking in reſpe& of the. firſt 


. 


———— 
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ther ; 'yet: they are but one Body, Society, | 


three 
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three things, according to my poor ability 
I have performed 3 It remains [make good 
the fourth and laſt, which is to make it evi- 
dent that it is the — of the holy 
Scriptures. Tothis end I wall | 

1. Acquaint you with the principal ſub- 
jectand parts of the Scripture atcording to 
the method of the Creed: DFR 1 

2... Teach you how. 'to.refer the ſeveral 
parts of the Scripture to thole parts. 

3. Reduce the whole to the form of a 
Le reincipal fabjest of the Scrip 

1. The principal .ſu of the Scrip- 
tures is God, and haclind they are called 
the word: of God in writing :: not only be- 
caufe in them God ſpeakes'to man, and hath 
revealed his thind, but alſo becauſe th 
yu of Goc.' So that he is not onlythe et- 

cient, but the Subject | of the ſame. This 

moſt excellent ſubject is repreſented in this 


* Book of Books. 


I. Asheis in himſelf from everlaſting to 
xcopy 1 + 

2. As he is the univerſal and ſupreme ef- 
ficient of all things out of himſelf... 

1. As in himſelthe is m__——_— as onl 
one molt perfe& glorious ſubſtance, who al- 
ways acting upon himſelf, and contemplat- 


ing himſelf pruduceth a word, which per- 


fectly and fully repreſents himſelf, and his 
own infinite and eternal goodnels unto rr 
ol 


— 
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and (0.15 igfnutely and | eternally enamoy- 
red, delighted, and ſatiated with himſelf. 
For the. Scriptares tell us; ' thathe doth 
knowv and love himſelf from: all eternity, 
=_ isinflaitely and eternally bleſſed in him- 


;Seff,2: As beis repreſented the uni. 
verſal and ſupreme and'efficient cauſe of all 
| out of himſelf; the: Scriptures inform 
us 0 « ; 


-  .F His Wiſdom contriving? gy 

3 things 5 His Will decreeing .- thitios 
His Power cfiecting , 20s 

- For God beholding himſelt and his Al 
mighty power, and knowing thatihe-.could 
do-many greatand glotious things out. of 
himſelf, and that. nothing was: impoſhble 
to him, did before - the foundation. of the 
world exerciſe r. His. Wiſdonr in contriv= 
10g: all things. he- was pleated to effect. 
2, His will in decreeing them according t6 
bis Wiſdom. 3. His power..in effecingall 
things he had decreed. In his Wiſdom-con- 
ttiving we' have! the true Idea and model 
of all things, in his Will decrteing,; the 
certain 'and unmovyeable foundation of the 
fature exiſtence.. Thas:all things beingpre 

pared before hand by the counſel of his 
will, when hethoughc | he iſſues our 
of himſelf with his Almighty executive 
power,and begins to effect whathe had chns 


o 


contrived | 


_. 
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. one; and continued toy work t Inano- 


inns 
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contrived and decreed. And the works 
affected are two. : 

y. Creation. 2» Providence. 

} '1. Creation whereby he made, and that 
by himſelf alone this vaſt, Rately, magni- 

ficent, and ſtupendious pile and Fabrick of 

Heaven and Earth, andall the hoſts thereof; 

| which in all Nations inall'times and places 
proclainis his glory and' his eternal-power 
and Godhead. The 'ſtuft and matter was 
nothing, the workmanſhip moſt -curions, 

"the work it {elf wonderful, the beauty was 

. pure and glorious, and the order excellent 
and far above all exprefſions'of the toaghe 

| of. man. The: principal and moſt no 

| creatures among(t all the reſt were Men 

; and Angels immortal, intellequal and free 

| <reatures, created holy and fighteons and 

' capable of Erernal felicity; when God-fi- 

nithed: this great work and faw that all and- 
| — that he had made was 'very 

g00d, - he ceaſeth from this work of Crea- 
tionand kept his Sabbach, which was a reſt, 


+ - not fromall working, bat. only from this 


- firſt; for he did not leave his creatures ro 
- themſelves, but took tare of all and' every 


ther kind, and: is- working ftill; For faith 
Chriſt, Fo. 5. 17. My Father worketh hither- 
' to; and I works. For he did exerciſe his pow- 
er in preferring and ordering all figs 


Hence the works. 


_ 


(-42 ) 
Of Preſervation. Ordination. | 
. .T. Hepreſerveth, ſapporteth-all things 


made, and continues their being fo long as - 


hewill have them to enjoy their being, ſub- 
ſtance, and vertues. Forby him all things do 
ſubſiſt. If he either withhold his hand, 'or 


ſtretch out to deſtroy them, they periſh, and 


ceaſe to be what they were: 

2. Becauſe all things were made in an 
excellent order, and had their ends for 
which they were created; therefore he 
doth not-only preſerve them, but directs 
every thing unto its end. The principal 
ſubje& of this Ordination are Men, and 
Angels, and eſpecially Men; and in. the Or- 
dination of men, the principal work of all 
was Redemption, which God- before the 
world did decree, and in the beginning of 
the world upon the fall of man di Frouue, 
.and in-fulneſs of time iſſued out of himſelf 
by his eternal word made fleſh, to redeem 
man, P dee yp And ſo we come unto 
the ſecond. part of our Saviours Creed 
infolded in the word ( Son.) For as we 
have the moſt glorious being of God, his 
eternal. ating upon himſelf with the great 
and excellent works of Creation and pro- 


- vidence, implyed in the word ( Father ) ſo 


we muſt underſtand by this word { Son ) 
God the word made fleſh redeeming finful 
man. - ; 
, In 
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In this part of providence the Scriptures 
inform us, 
7. Of the perſon Redeemed. 
2, Of che party Redeeming. 
; 3. Of the work of Redemption. - 

1. The party redeemed is finful man, 
who being tempred by the Devil, ſinned 
and fell into a miſerable condition; yet 
God pitied him and entertained thoughts of 
his deliverance, and did chuſe one who was 
mighty to ſave. 

2. The party redeeming was the word 
made fleth, anointed with the Holy Ghott, 
{o that for his perſon he was the eternal 
word and Son of God: for his Natures 
united inone perſon, and eternally diſtinct, 
which were his Godhead and his Minhood; 
for his Offices they are three, for he was 
made a Prophert,a Prieſt,a King,who as man 
was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt and born 
of the Virgin Mary. This was the way 


 Whereby the word was made fleih. 


3. The work of Redemption, which was 
begun in his humiliation, and accomplithed 
by his exaltation. For.the Scripcures tel! us 
that it was the will of God according-to the 
contrivance of his wiſdom, that his eternal 
Son made fleth would ſo humble himſelf in - 
this fleth aflumed as to become a lervaiit 
and in thac low eftate be obedientunt» eath, 
thz' death of the Croſs ; which he ſufferey 

(S With 
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with greateſt patience in obedience to his 
heavenly Fathers command, for to Expiate 
the ſin of man. This he did as a Prieſt, ſa- 
crificing himſelf unto God the —_ 
Judge; and by this, offering' he fo pleaſed 
God and-was {o much accepted, as that by 
his own blood he entred the holy place of 
heaven,and obtained eternal Redemption, 
purged rhe conſcience from dead works,ahd 
confirmed the new covenant for ever. By 
this Bloody ſacrifice of his Conſecration he 
{atisfied divine juſtice,and merited all mer- 
cies neceſſary for the eternal ſalvation of 
man. That this Redemption might be com- 
plete, he that was humbled ſo low, was ad- 
vanced as high, and the degrees of this ad- 
vancement and exaltation were, 

1. His Refurre&ion. 

2. His Aſcenſion into Heaven, to fir 
at the right hand of God, to exerciſe all 
power in heaven/and earth till all his ene 
mies be ſubdued, and then he thall come bd 
31 pa judgment of the quick and the 

ead. 

When Chrift was ſet at the right hand of 
God.and confirmed in his everlaſting Prieſt- 
hood,the Scriptures inform-us that to make 
bis ſacrifice and death effe&ual, and com- 
municate the bleſſings which he thereby 
had merited, he firit ſends down from hea- 
ven che holy Ghoſt. God from the begin- 
ning, 
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ning, andthe-firſt promiſe of a Redeemer; 
Hued out of Eternity to finRife tinfu! 
man z but when the great high Prieſt had 
offered his greatSacritice,and roſe againzand 
was eſtablithed in his Throne at his right 
hand, this ſpirit was poured out in great a- 


| bundance upon all fleth, reveals the Goſpel, 


makes it eftectual upon the hearts of men, 
converts them, by faith, ingrafts them into 
Chriſt ; upon his -interceſſion regenerates 
them, ſantifes, adopts them,raifeth them 
up at the laſt day, makes them fully holy, 
and fills them with eternal joy before the 
face and Throne-of God for ever. All this 
isto be underſtood in the laſt word of this 
Creed ( the Holy Ghoſt ) who is thus re- 
preſented to us in the Scriptures of God. 
Se, 3. Yet here its to be obſerved, 
I. That though Creation and Providence 
be attributed, and as it were appropriated 
unto the Father;yet the Father doth neicher 
cteate, nor preſerve, nor govern the world 
but by the Son and by the Holy Ghoſt. 
2. Thar though the work of Redemption 


-be appropriated to the Son, and the word 


made fleth; yer this work alſo was from the 
Father by the Son,and not without the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt to whom the Conception and In-_ 


carnation of Chriſt is aſcribeJ. 3. Thar 
though Sanctification and the eterna! clori- 
fication of {inful man redeemed be avmro- 
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| to the Spirit ; yet this work alſo is 
rom the Father and the Son both, doing 
this by theSpirit. The order of their work- 
ing is evident, the diſtin&tmarner is hid- 
den and more Myſterious. 
4. The beginning of mans ſalvation is 
from the love of the Father giving Chriſt, 
the progrels is in the Son given and made 


fleſh; the conſurnmation is by the Holy. 


Ghoſt ſanRifying man redeemed. 

5. If man had not been created; he had 
never been; if he had been created and then 
faln and not been redeemed. he had been 


for ever miſerable; if he had beenredeem- . 


ed and not ſan&ified, Redemption had been 
in vain to him, and his eternal ruine had 
been unavoidable. This is the pitch and mar- 
row of the Scriptures, as they who read 
them with due- conſideration may under- 
ſand ; and the whole ſum and ſubſtance-of 
it-is wonderfully abridged,ſecrerly couched, 
2nd methodically diſpoſed in thefe few 


words, of ( God the Father, Son, and Holy 


Gholt.) 


Set. 4. Yet to make this more clear, I 
will proceed ro the reducing of the principal 
Dodctrines of the Scriptures unto thele ſeve- 
ral heads of the Creed. To thisend I will 
7. Take my Topicks diſpoled in a certain 
order out of the Creed. 2. Inform you 
what places ofocripture, mult. be referred 
9 
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to'theſe heads and Topicks. The general 
heads and Topicks according to this our 


_ Saviours Creed are three. 


- 1. Concerning the Father. 2. Concern- 
ing the Son. 3. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt. 

The more: particular Heads of the firit 
part are, 

1. Gods Eſſence. 2. Gods Subſfiſtence. 
3- His Efhciency. 

I. To the fir(t of theſe we muſt refer all 
thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak-of Gods per- 
fections and attributes, reprefenting this 
molt excellent and perfect being : as his unt- 
ty, infinitene(s, immenſity, eternity, his inft- 
nite and eternal knowledge, wiſdom, good- 


nels,holineſs,juſtice,mercy,power,glory,blils. 
2, To the Subliltence mult be referred: 
ſuch as ſpeak of his eminent aad wonderful 


ating upon himſelf, as knowing himſelf, 


loving himſelf,delighting in himſelf, of che: 


Father begetting the Son, who is the word 


and brightne(s of his glory, the expreſs 


image of his perſon produced and begotten 
from everlaſting, of the holy ſpirit breath- 
ed and proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, and therefore called the ſpirit of the 


Father and the Son, of their bein one God, 


of their union and inexiſtence, whereby the 
Father is in the Son, the Son inthe Father, 
both in the Holy Gholt; the Holy Ghoſt in 
both, and nicely contented one with ano- 
ther. 3 


3. Qader. 


| (48). 
3. Under efficiency we muſt bring in the 
exerciſe of his Wiſdem, ra 
Will, and c Creation 


Power + Preſervation j of all things. , 


in the Ordination 
To the exerciſe of his Wiſdom we muſt 


refer ſuch places as ſpeak of his excellent - | 


and wonderful contriving and ordering all 
things within himſelf; to. that concerning 
the: acts of his will ſuch as ſpeak of - his 


thoughts, purpoſes, decrees ; and amongR 


theſe :decrees thoſe eſpecially of Election | 
and Reprobationz whereby he predeſti- | 


nated and ordered in himſelf according to 
his free-will, yet in juſtice and mercy, Men 
and Angels to their eternal eſtates: to that 
of the exerciſe of his power, ſuch as ſpeak 
of his mighty ſtrength, according to which 
all things are poſhble unto him, nothing 
in;poflible. 

4. Theſe began to be exerciſed firſt in 


Creation, to. which refer all fuch places as | 


ſpeak. of the firſt beginning and effect- 
ing of theſe things in the firſt ſix days. of 
the world, the order according to which, 
theend for which they were made, the-ſe- 
veral kinds of creatures, their variety, their 


nature, properties, and perfections, their . 


unity whereby they make one. body and 
{yſteme of the 'world conſiſting of rwo 


chief places, Heaven and Earth with all 


cheir 
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their ornaments, and the hoſts of them 3 
ſuch as ſpeak of the attributes and perfecti- 
ons manifeſted in this work of the good 
will and pleaſure of God which o—_ 
God to make the world, of the power © 

God acquired unto himſelf thereby, of the 
{ubjeRion of all things created unto him and 
their dependanceupon him ; of the uſe men 
muſt make of the doctrine of this creation, 


; Which is to know God by the things made, 


and to worſhip him.But we mult take more 
notice of ſuch places as ſpeak of the'creati- 
on,nature,qualities, place, funion, imploy- 
ment of Angels, and moſt eſpecially ſuch as 
inform us of the making of man,of his body, 
ſoul,and union of both,the ſex, the image of 


God in himyhis excellency and dominion &- 


ver the creatures, the place prepared for his 
habitation and his. imployment ; of the 
creation of woman, ' the inſtitution of mar- 
riage, and all other things which did agree 
or Toons unto men and Angels by verrue- 
of their creation. 

5. To that head of preſervation we muſt 


reduce all ſuch Scriptures as {peak of Gods- 


ſapporting, upholding, maintaining,and con- 
tinting all things created in their being ; of 
themeans which he uſethy to that end, and 
the ordinary and extraordinary,mediate and 
immediate ways he takerth in this work, how 
all things live, ore, and have their beijg 
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in him, who isin all creatures, in all places, 
providing all things neceſlary for the conti- 
nuance of their exiſtence, of deliverance of 
bis creatures from deſtruction by preventing 
danger, or removing deſtructive caules. The 


places which ſpeak of waſting, conſuming,' 
deſtroying man, beaſt, or any other creature 


either in ſome ordinary or extraordinary 


way;by powerful or by weak and inconſide-_ 


rable cauſes, or by withdrawing his hand. 


6. Under that Head of Ordination come: 
ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of the order where-: | 


in God created all things,their ends, and his 
diſpoſing and directing every thing to his 


proper end, and all to the ſupream and laſt; 


of the ſubordination of creatures and their 
ſeveral ends to which they tend;of the chan- 
ging of this order by his extraordinary pow- 
er and wiſdom when and how he pleaſeth. 
7. In this reſpe& the Sea doth not pals 
his bounds,the Stars and Lights of Heaven 
obſerve their order in their motion, and do 
that ſervice for which he made themzand all 


and every creature are at his command and 


| beck to effect what he requirethz and ſo 
ſubject all things are unto him, that when 
he pleaſeth they muſt change their wonted 
order; the Sun muſt ſtand itil], go back, de- 
ny his light,the fire muſt not burn, nor the 
waters come together, bur muſt ſtand firm 
like a ſolid body. The Scriptures rn 
at 


(51) . 
that this part of providence extends to. all. 
things, the leaſt, to the falling of a ſparrow 
upon. the grouud to the numbering of the 


very hairs of our heads. Bur chiefly to'this 


Head muſt we refer-ſuch places as ſpeak of 
the government of Men and Angels, of 


Laws, Obedience, Diſobedience, Puniſh- . 
ments and Rewards ; of the obedience of 


the bleſſed Angels, and their Confirmation 


ina ſtate of holineſs and blifs, of the fall of 
the reſt, and the wrath of God upon them,. . 


and their irrecoverable miſery. ; 
Se&. 5.. The ſecond general Head and 

Topick 1s that of the (Son) who redeems us. 

The particulars con{iderable under thisHead: 


are; 
1. The party Redeemed. 2: The Re- 

deemer. 3: The work of Redemption. 
T. To that of the party redeemed, which 

is man, as f{inful and guilty; we may reduce 


{uch-places as inform us of the firlk Laws: 


both Moral and Poſitive, which God gave 
man .upon- his creation ; of mans obedience 


and comfortable ww pony > and his-hope of - 


future happineſs 3 of che fall and firſt fin of 


man, of Satans tempration,. and temptation . 


and fin in general what. it 1s; | what the ag- 
grayations or attenuations thereof, what the 
conſequents, eſpecially ſhame; fear, guilt pu-- 
niſhment ; of the derivation of {in and death 


unto all mankind, from Adam the root and: 
C5 | head: 
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head of all his poſterity, and of the ſad con- 
| dition of man in reſpect of the firſt fin, upon 


which an inevitable ruine 'had followed, if 


God had not prevented it. 
2. The Redeemer ;and hither refer ſuch 
places as ſpeak how God decreed and pro: 
miſed a Redeemer and Saviour. and all the 
Propheſies, Predictions, Types, Shadows of 
him, ſuch as inform us of his perſon-as he is 
the eternal Word and Son of God, of 
his God-head, "Manhood uniced, and the 
eternal diſtin&ion of both ; of his Offices 
Sacerdotal, Prophetical, Regal, of his Con- 
ception, Birth, Life, of his Doctrine, Mira- 
cles, holy life-and* excellent vertnes,and the 
whole hiſtory of the ſame as delivered by 
the Evangehits. 
 _ 3. His work of Redemption, which hath 
ewo parts. , * 
Humiliation. Exaltation. 
In his Humiliation we Low eſtate 
have his ſuffering. 
To that ofhis low eſtate may beregduced 
the Scriptures which ſpeak of the poverty 
and meanneſs of his Birth; as he was born 
ina ſtable and laid in a manper,of the pover- 
ty and mean condition of this Parents, his 
zircumcifion, Preſentation in the Temple, 
his Infirmities,as Hunger, Thirſt, Wearineſs 
and the like, which were without fin, an 
his mortality. To that of his ſuffering _ 
ne 
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the Texts concerning his Perſecntions, dan-- 
gers from the Contempt, malice, envy and 
jealouſte of Herod firſt, ther of the Phari- 
ſees, Scribes, Prieſts, Rulers of the Jews 3 of 
his Agony, Jadas treachery, Perers denial, 
and. principally ſuch as repreſent unto us his 
death upon the Croſs, and his continuing 
under the power of death for a time; an 

in theſe ſufferings of his Pains, Cries, Tears, 


_ Complaints, and inward ſorrows of his 


Meekne(ſs, Patience, Humility Charity, 
Hope of glory, Confidence in his Father, of 
his obedience to the great command to (ut- 
fer {o many indignities, ſuch ſhame and 
curſe, that by his death he might make pro-. 
pitiation for the fin of man; 8 ſuch as ſpeak 
of this death as a ſacrifice propitiatory 
offered unto God as ſupreme Judge offend- 
ed by our fins, and that out of deareſt love 
unto us, and a longing deſire to ſaye us ;-of- 
the eternal vertue and efficacy of the ſacri- 
fice (© highly accepted of God, and the rare- 
effects of the ſame both mediate and imme- 
diate; of the prodigies which fell out in the 
time of his pain and at his death, of the- 
Propheſies fulfilled in this humiliation, even, 
to thecaſting lots upon his ſeamleſs Coar,. 
the piercing of his fide, and the not breaking 
of a bone. 

His exaltation follows in his Reſurre&i- 


on, Aſcenſion, Seflion at the right GE 
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God, Coming to Judgment.. 
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To this Head of ReſfurreQion may be re- 
duced ſuch Textsas fpake of the Prodigies 
falling out near unto the ſame, the diſtinct 
time, the manner, the manifeſtation of it, 
the perſons to whom, the time when, the 
places where he was manifeſted, his abode 
upon earth for forty days, his converſe with 
his Diſciples, his inſtructions given, his com- 
miſhon _— to the Apoitles who ſaw 
him. The uſe which is to be made of this 
Dodrine to that of his Aſcenſion, may be 
reduced to ſuch places as ſpeak of the time 
when, of the places from which and to which: 
he aſcended, the perſons both Men and An- 
gels who beheld itz of the end of this part. 
of this exaltation which was to be confirm- 
ed in his everlaſting Kingdoin and Prieſt-. 
hood, and to exerciſe his power which he 
received more ſolemnly upon his RelurreRi- 
on, and to receive fulneſs of joy in his. 
Fathers preſence, and pleaſures at his right, 

d for evermore,to make interceſhon tor 
ſuch as come to God by him, and.to prepare. 
eternal manſions for his.Saints, and ſo be 
fully blefled for ever. 

To that of his fitting.at the right hand of 


God; refer thoſe places which ſpeak of the. 


ſupereminer.cy of his power above all'men, 
and Angels, & all creatures, of his being the. 
head-.of theChurch,the adminiſtrator gens- 
ral. of Gods ſpiritual kingdom, of the-exer- 
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ciſe of this power,and the wonderful effects 
thereof in heavenand earth, and his abode 
inthe place of glory, and the continuance 
of his reign until all enemies be tubdued. 

To that of his coming to Judgment, refer 
ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of the place from 
whence he comes, the manner of his coming 
in the glory of tHe Fer, in flaming fire; 

'with the attendance of all the holy Angels, * 
the burning of the world, the Archangel 
ſounding his Trumpet, the Reſurrection, 
whereby death the laſt enemy is deſtroyed, 
the parties to be judged, their ſummons, ap- 
pearance, diſcovery.of all their works, even 
the ſecrets of their hearts, the ſentence of 
him the univerſal Judge, the execution of 
the ſame in eternal puniſhments and rewards, 
the delivering of the Kingdom up unto his 
Father. | 

See. 6.The 3d 8& laſt Head is concerning 
the holy Ghoſt, in which we muſt obſerve. 

1. The: Holy Ghoſt him- | 

ſelf. Vocations 


elf. 

.2. Theeffecs of thisHoly > Juſtification; 

\ Ghoſt in reſpe: of theYGloritication 

b Churches | 7 
) To thefirſt reduce ſuch places as. inform 

' us of his Divine Nature, Properties, perfe- 

/ Rions and the Worſhip due unto himgof his 
+ relation to the Father and the Son, of his 
working with them aud from them, of: his 
| appart- - 
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apparitions, of his reſting upon Chriſt, of 

the ſeveral Names and Titles given him. 
As for the effects and works of this Spi- 


rit, we muſt know that he with the Father | 


and the Son is the univerſal cauſe of all 
things, for the Facher and the Son doth all 
things by his Spirit ; yet the. Creed takes 
notice in this place only of thoſe works and 
operations which tend to-the eternal ſalva- 
tion of man. "The firſt whereof is Vocation, 
To this Head refer all Scriptures which 
ſpeak of the condition of man to be called, 
as being blind, ignorant, ſenſeleſs, perverſe, 
viley, not thinking -of any danger, not de- 
firing, not ſeeking any remedy yet redeem- 
ed, and by Redemption made ſaveable. For 
Redemption found man in no capacity of 
ſalvation; . vocation finds the foundation 
of his ſalvation laid. To this Topick alſo 
bring ſuch places as ſpeak of preventing 
grace, and the means of Converfion, of the 
Word, Sacraments, Sabbaths, Miniſtery, of 
Information and Inſtruction, Promiſes, 
Threatnings, Commands, Reproofs, Exhor- 
tation, good Examples, Afflictions, and ma- 
ny other things uſed by God in the voca- 
tion; the power of the ſpirit accompanying 
theſe means and many upon the heartz 
of the ſight and ſence of fin 3 of godly ſor- 
row, fear, hope, pra'ers, tears, hearkning 
unto the word, receiving it into the heart, 
| longing 
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longing after Chiſt, fome beginning of com- 
fort, faith-and_converſton. To this phce al- 
{o reduce the Scriptures which ſpeak of the 
contrary; -'as God paſhng by a people and 
denying 'them the means. of conyerfton, of 
ſuch as to whom the means is vouckſafed, 
et they refuſe toreceive them,deſpite them, 
blaſpheme, rebel; perſecute Gods meſlen- 
gers, and ſeek the abolition of Gods Lays 
and\Kingdom. Of ſach as ſeem: toreceive 
cheſe means, yet do not ufe them,or if they 
uſe them, yet not diligently and aright, bar 
are like to the high way, the ftony or the 
thorny ground. Such places as ſpeak of im- 
itency, hardneſs of heart, unbelief, neg- 
[<&ing the day of V iftitation, unfruicfulne 
under the means of ſalvation, Hypocrifie, 
Apoſtacy, all neglect or reliſtence of any mo- 
tives unto repentance, deferring the timeof 
converfion after conviction, and falling off 
from any reſolutions to repent, or any degree 


of grace: 

'othat of Juſtification, which preſuppo- 
feth-not onlyGods mercy and Chriſts merit, 
but alfo the finners Repentance, Converfi- 
on, and fincere faith, may be reduced all 
Sciptures which ſpeak of Chriſts Interceſſ- 
on, Remiſſion, Reveneration, Recanciliati- 
on, Adoption, Manifeftation of Gods ſpe- 
cial love, hope of glory, a right unto eternal 
life, - peace of conſcience; joy in _ _ 

GAOIm, 
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Choſt, freedom from condemnation, remo- 
val of judgements, the earneſt and_ firſt fruits 
of the ſpirit abiding in us 3 the guardance 
of Angels;near communion with Gods, 
ſpecial care of the juſtified, the turning of 
every thing to their good, mortification of 
fin, ſanRification continued, - good works, 
heavenly affections, divine vertues, patience 
and perſeverance in Hearts, Aftictions, 
Perſecutions, Martyrdom, Conflicts: with. 
fin, Satan, the word, faſtings, falls, recove- 
ries, increaſe of heavenly vertues, longing. 
deſires to be with Chriſt, watching, pray- 
ing, providing for removal-hence, and the 
laſt account, comfortable death, conveyance - 
into Abraham's boſom, the ſecure expecta- 
tion of the Reſurre&ion, freedom from all. 
fin, miſery, temptation, and treubles of this 
life. To this Head muſt be referred all ſuch 
Scriptures as ſpeak of the contrary,as ofGods 
defertion after diſobedience: to_ his hea- 
venly call; withdrawing the light of the Gol- 
pel, taking away his-bleſled fpirit, leaving 
the parties thus. deſerted to- the power of 
Satan, delivering themup to a reprobate 
mind ; ſecurity in ſin, deſpair, terrours of 
conſcience, loſs of all the former mercies 
and graces,or rather a dinial of them, exem- 
plary judgments as fore-runners-of eternal 
deſtruction, abiding under Gods eternal diſ- 
plealure, a curſed death, and a ryan 
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of the parts thus dead unto final condemna- 
tion, and that fad condition till that time. 

To the laſt of Glorification, refer ſuch 
places as ſpeak of the univerſal Reſurrection, 
of the power and ſpirit of God railing us, 
the manner of this Reſurrection, thenature 
and excellent qualities of the body raiſed, as 
being immortal uncorruptible, glorious, (pi- 
ritual, and like the body of Chriſt, our final 
Juſtikcation and glorious reward, of enjoy- 
ment of the blefled preſence of God and Je- 
ſus Chriſt, our full and final Sanctification 
by the ſpirit, ' our Society with Saints and 
Angels, our {piritual, glorious, pleaſant Pa- 
radice, our full joys, eternal pleaſure, un- 
ſpeakable content, freedoms from all fin, 
temptation, ſorrow, ſongs of praiſe, and the 
certainty and ſecurity of the continuance 
and perpetuity of full bliſs. Here alſo-muſt 
come in thoſe parts of Gods word, which 
{peak of the contrary ; as of the reſurrection 
of ſuch as are deſigned to eternal death upon 
their final impenitency, of the immorrtali 


_ of their bodies, that they may eternally ſut- 


fer in body and ſoul, their appearance before 
the dreadtulJudge,their condemnation,their 
ejection-out of Gods bleſſed preſence into 
utter darkneſs and unquenchable fre, their 
{ociety with the Devil and his Angels, their 
everlaſting and intollerable ſorrows and 
pains, and the certainty of the continuance 

thereof 
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thereof without any hope of eaſe, intermil- 
fion, deliverance. | 

Se#. 7. After that I have firſt declared 
the ſubſtance of the Scripture abridged in { 
the Creed, and ſecondly given ſome direc- 
tions how to reduce the principal particular \ | 
places of the word of God unto the heads of 


the Creed: Inow proceed tq reduce the 
former particulars into the form ofa Con- | 
feſſion in this manner. { 
. I believe in God the Father, and the Son, | 
and the Holy Ghoſt,who is onely One,Inft- 
nite, Incomprehenſible, Eternal, infinite! 
and eternally Wile, Juſt, Holy, Powerful, 
Glorious, and every way Perfect and per- 
tectly knows & loves himſelf fromeverlaſt- 
1ng.and is bleſſed in himſelf unto ailerernity. 
- T believethat this One Glorious God did 
by his wiſdom coatrive, and by his will de- 
cree to do many things out of himſelf ; and 
when he thought good, he iffued out with 
his Almighty Power to effect thoſe things 
which he had before contrived ; and firſt he 
| created Heaven, and Earth, and all things 
| therein ; and the moſt glorious place which 
| he made wasthe Heaxvenof heavens,and the 
| . moſtexcellent creatures were Menand An: 
| gels, intellectual, immortal, free, capable of 
aws, and of an eterna} eſtate. Man for his |. 
body was created of the duſt of the earth, |; 
and by the breath of God became a bring | 
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ſoul, and he was fan&ified by the holy Spi 
rit, endaed with heavenly gifts and virtues, 
whereby he was righteous and holy, like un- 
to his God, and capable of eternal bliſs; tho 
his preſent eſtate was not immutable, he 
might ſtand, he might fall. When this great 
work was finiſhed by his Word and' Spirit; 
without any pre-exiſtent ſtuff, any aſſiſtant, 
any tool or inſtrument, he continued by his 
Almighty power to ſupport and preſerve all 
things, which do ſubſiſt by that word where- 
by they were created at the firſt. By crea- 
tion he manifeſted his eternal power and 
God-head,. becamethe abſolate,. fupreme, 
and univerſal Lord of all things, and ſo con- 
tinues by his preſervation. 

I believe, that as he preſerves all things 
created, ſo he orders all things, preſerved 


in ſuch a manner, as that a Sparrow falls 


not tothe ground without his wilt: And as 
he created all things in an excellent order, 
and. gave them their inclinations, and power 
moving and tending to ſome end; fo he 
by his wonderful Wiſdom directs every 
thing unto its ſeveral end, and all things to 
the ſupream, which is the manifeſtarion of 
his glory.In this ordination,the government 
of his moſt nable creatures, Men and Angels, 
which heqrders by certain Eaws and Judg- 
ments, unto an eternal eftate, as moſt ex- 
cellent and wonderiulto both he gave cer- 

tain 
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tain laws, which they were able to obſerve 
and upon the obſervation they might cer- 
tainly expect a confirmation in that bleſſed 
eſtate, for which they were created 3 many 
of the Angels finned,and were irrecoverably 
loſt, and are delivered into chains of dark- 
neſs,reſerved for the judgment of the great 
day. Man received Laws both moral and 
poſitive, by which he was bound to perform 
perfect and perpetual obedience, or elſe to 
{uffer death; yet man being tempted by the 
Devil, fell; and by one man {in entered 1n- 
to the world, and by ſin death, and death 
paſſed - over 4ll men, in that all men have 
ſinned : This was the juſt judgment of God, 
who curſed the Serpent and the Devil, pu- 
niſhed man and woman, yet_promiſed them 
a Saviour, the ſeed- of the woman, who 
ſhould break the Serpents head, and- take a- 
way his kingdom and power over mankind. 
This was the judgment of the ſupreamLord, 
whereby many of the Angels continuing o- 
bedient-in the day of their great trial were 
confirmed in. an eſtate of holineſs and bliſs: 
the apoſtate wretches were condemned to 
eternal death, and ſo fell as never to riſe a- 
gain.z yet man had hope of recovery, be- 
cauſe God by his infinite mercy was willing 
to prevent his eternal ruine. 

believe that God ſo loved the world, 


that he gave his only begotten Son,that who- 
{oever 
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ſoever believeth-on him, ſhould not perith, 
but have everlaſting life. This Son,who is 
our Redeemer, is that word whereby. all 
things in' Heaven and Earth, even the Prin- 
Cipalities, Powers, Thrones, and Dominions 
of Heaven were created, who is the bright- 
nels of his Fathers Glory, and the expreſs 
Imige of his Perſog. This word iflued out 
of Eternity, and in fulneſs of time was made 
fleſh, dwelt amongſt men, who ſaw his glory 
as the glory of the onely begotten Son of 
God full of Grace and Truth: So that he is 
truly God, and truly Man, in whom con- 


ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the 


Virgin ary, we have One Perſon, Two 
Natures; eternally diſtin, and inſeparably 
united. He was conceived at Nazareth,born 
at Bethlehem, ſaved in Egypt from bloody 
Herod, and brought up in the place of his 
conception, and his very birth was matter 
of joy and melody to the Angels of Heaven. 
This Jeſus of Nazareth was the Chriſt pro- 


miſled of old, the ſeed of the Woman, of . 


Abraham, of David, according to the fleſh, 
and was anointed with the Holy Ghoſt a- 
bove his fellows, and was made King, 
Prieſt, and Prophet, above all other Kings, 
Prieſts, and Prophets, that he might govern 
us by his Power, direct and teach us by his 
Wiſdom,and ſanfiihe us for ever by his own 
Sacrifice firlt- offered for {inful men, _ 

| thea 
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ten pleaded in Heayen for all penitent Be- 
evers: 

E believe that Jeſus Chriſt, the Word 
made fleſh, - did humble himſelf very low 
took upon him the form of a ſervant, an 
became obedient unto death, the death of 
the Croſs, and both in life and death did 
manifeſt his Divine excellency, and glorifie 
his heavenly Father. In the day of his hu- 
miliation he did hunger, thirſt, faſt, pray 
weep,. and took upon him the infirmities of 
man, yet without {1n, and was mortal. His 
" converſation was holy and ſpotleſs, and was 
ſo ordered, that both in life and death he 
was a mirrour of all heavenly Virtues. His 
Doctrine whereby he —_ the Myſte- 
ries of- Heavens Kingdom, was pure,and full 
of profoundeſt Wiſdom, and of ſovereign 
power to fave mens ſouls; and his words 
{uch as never man ſ{pake,and were confirm'd 
by ſigns,and wonders,and glorious miracles, 
by which he declared himſelf to be the Son 
of the living God.He by himſelf, his A 
ſtles,and other aſſiſtants whom he had cho- 
{en and qualifed for this work,began to ga- 
ther Ditciples,and lay the foundation of his 
everlaſting Kingdom ; yer,,notwithſtanding 


theſe {o many Divine exce]lencies,he ſuffers . - 


many indignities from his unworthy and un- 
grateful Brecaren,whoia he loved above all 
other people in the world; though he was a 
SON, 
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Son,yet he learned obedience by the things 
he ſuffered. For many did not believe in 
him,many were offended with him.Theams 
bitious, coverous,corrupt, hypocritical High- 
Prieſts, Rulers, Scribes, Phariſees, Sadduces 
being diſcovered unto the people, and by 


|} him reproved for their fins, and deſerted by 
many of the people,did envy Chr tum, 


perſecute him, revile him, blaſpheme him, 
and deſigned his death, which they often, 
and many ways attempted, and in the end - 
prevailed. 

In the laſt night of his mortal ' life on 
earth after the eating of the Paſlover, the 
Infticution of the Sacrament of his blefled 
body and blood, his conſolatory ſpeech un- 
to his Diſciples, his heavenly prayer, he en- 


4 ters into the fatal place and garden where 


his greateſt ſufferings begin Then upon his 
ſerious conſideration and lively apprehenſion 
of the bitter Cup he was to drink, and the 


fearful paſſion and temptation now at hand, 


he falls into a grievous and extream Agony, 
wherein with earneſt prayers,te:rs,and loud ' 
cries he deſires his heavenly Father to ſpare 


| him, and to let the Cup paſs from him ; yer 
{o that he wholly reftzns himſelf unto his 


will. He deſires his Diſciples,eſpecially three 
of them to watch with him,and to pray for 
an hour,yet*they fail him; he falls upon the 
ground, deprecates the Cup three ſeveral 

| times, 


| ('66) 
times, ſweats drops as it were of blood, and 
at length an Angel was ſent from heavento 
comfort the Lord of Angels ; ſo deep| 
was he humbled,ſo greatly was he afflicted, 
fo much washe diſcomforred,while he pre- 


pares himſelf to encounter the powers of 


Hell and expiate the fin of min. This woful 
fit was no ſooner paſſed over, but he is be- 
trayed into the hands of {inners, apprehend- 
ed, bound, brought before the Council,ac@- 
ſed, condemned as a blaſphemer worthy®t 
death, and ſo the Judge of Men and Angels 
was judged; he is hoodwink't, buffeted, 
blaſphemed,(pit upon, and moſt fearfully a- 
buſed, and being formerly betrayed by F«- 
das, and now with curling, ſwearing, and 
for{wearing, denied by St. Perer and forſa- 
ken of all his Diſciples. As for this he is 
brought before 7lare, falfly charged with 
heinous crimes, yet juſtified as having done 
nothing worthy of death. The Judge is afraid 
to condemn him, willing to releaſe him 
{courgeth him, and at the importunity of 
his bloody enemies he at length condemns 
him to the cruel, curſed, ignominious deat! 
of the Croſs,and delivers him to the Souldi- 
ers,vwho deride him,abuſe.him,torment him, 
and lead him to the place of execution. 
There he is (tripped,crucified,egdures open 
ſhame, cruel pains, revilings, bitter taunts 
irom the High-Prielts, the "ya che x 
Ecactors 
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lefators crucifed with him, and the Soul- 
diers; yet he reviles not again,nor threatens, 
but in reſpect of wrong received,he is filent 
and dumb, as the ſheep before the ſhearer, 
prays for his enemies, provides for his dil- 
conſolate Mother, comforts ſuch as do be- 
wail him, and foretells their furure milcry. 
In the height of his paſſion he cries out,({uch « 
was the extremity) My God,my God,why haft 
thou forſaken me ! commends his Spirit into 
his Fathers hands,and ſo dies.This ſuffering 
and deat h was ſuch as never any before it, 
never any after it, like unto it. So much was 
{ignited at that time, when the Heavens 
were darkned,the Earrh did quake,the Rocks 
did rend,the Graves were opened, the Veil 
of the Temple was rent in the midſt from 
the top to the bottom 3 to (ignifie tha the 


* great High-Prieſt having offered himſelf by 


the eternal Spirit without ſport, was entrin 

with his own Blood. into. the Holy Place 0 

Heayen, to obtain eternal Redemption, and 
the expiation of mans ſin for ever. The very 
frame of Heaven and Earth feem'd to be 
ſhaken in the time of this great ſuffering 3 
men were aſtoniſhed, women wept, many 
beat their breaſts, the Centurion-who had 
the:charge of this execution was convinced 
chat the party executed was the Son of God. 
Our bleſſed: Saviour ſuffered this death with 
unparalleld patiencs and, meeknels, be laid 


down -. 


(88) 
down his life —_— in obedient to his | 
heavenly Father,anc 

-ihg defire of finful mans falvation : No man 
could take it from him till che hour was 
come,and he was willing to part with it, be- 
cauſe he as a Prieſt,and general head and re- 
preſentafive of rrianki ofets & his life un- 
to his heavenly Father as ſupream Judge,as a 
ranſom for ſinful man ;. chereforehis dearth 


out of love ahd along- | 


was the preareſt Sacrifice, and the higheſt | 


piece of ſervice and obedczence that ever was 
performed, and was {o highly accepted of 
God, that it made him propt Tatisfied 
His Juſtice, .merited his favonrto fuiful man, 
made his ſm pardonable, and his falvation 
am upon faireſt terms, whilſt he was by |'_ 
is own bloodentring the facrary of heaven, - | 

his fide is pierced; and out of the fame ifle 
water and blood:His body istaken from the 
Crofs, decently interred in a new Sepulchre 
where never any mart was laid before; his 
ſoul abides for 2 time feparate, and under 
the power of death, and his humiliation did + 
continue till the Reſurrection, and by his 
burial he hallows the grave toll believers. 
By this Homiliation thus finifhed the fonn- 
-dation of our eternal falvation. is laid, anda 
way prepared and-opened fora paſſage into 


heavens Kindom. 
T believe that Jefas Chriſt who was thus- 
tmmbled, who ſuffered cruel pains, and 
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ſured . of itz he appears unto..many, and 
. that many times, and eſpecially to rhe ele- 
ven Apoſtles, who ſaw him, heard him, did 
eat anddrink with him, touched him with 
their hands. To theſe he'unfolds the Myſte- 
ries of his Kingdom, gives them commiſſt- 
on to go into all Nations, and cemmands 
themto fay at Jeruſalem till they received 
rhe Holy Ghoſt, according to the promiſe 
of his Father. God by thus raiſing him did 
—manifeſt that he had accepted his - Sufferings 
and Death,as a full propitiation fcr the fins 
of men, and by ſaying, Thos art my Son, this 
day have Thegotten thee, made him univerſal 
King and Prieſt, fully conſecrated for eyer. 
He roſe as head and repreſentative of man- 
kind, eſpecially of his Church, and became 
not only the patern, but the firſt fruits and 


cauſe of our ReſurreRion:ſo that as in Adam 


dying all died, ſo in Him rifing we ſhall all 
be madealive, firſt ro newnels of life, then 
to eternal glory. The ſame Spirit that rai- 
ſed Chriſt trom the dead ſhall raiſe us from 


the death of fin unto newnelſs of life, and- - 


raiſe our bodies to immortality z forty days 
he ſtays on Earth to comfort his Diſciples, 


ſtrengthen their Faith,make evident his 


arrecaion, and give orders for the admini- * 


{tration of his future Kingdom ; then he a{- 
cends from Mount Oliver ina Cloud up into 
the Heaven of Heavens,Men andAngels be- 

FEET | ing 


, C71) A: yh. 
ing witneſſes according to-a former Viſion; 
that one like the Son of man came with the 
Clouds of Heaven, and.came unto the an- 

; cientof days, and that the Angels DON 
| himipeace before him. Heaſcended, that 
he might fulfill all things, ſend down -the 
| Holy Ghoſt, enjoy full joy in his Fathers 
| prelence, and pleaſures at his right hand for 
ever ; make interceſſion for his Saints, pre- 
| pare eternal bleſſed manſions for them,raife 
| up their thoughtsand affeHions to that hea- 
| | venly eſtate he had merited and prepared 
| for them, that where he is,our hearts might 
be alſo 3; and that he might receive a place 
at his Fathers right hand ; fo it waspropie- 
fied of old, that when the'Son of man was 
brought before the ancient of Cazs, there 
was given him Dominion and Glory, and a 
Kingdom, that all People, and Nations,and 
Languages ſhould ſerve him: his Dominion: 
is/an everlaſting Dominion which ſhall nor 
paſs away,and his Kingdom that which fhall 
not be deſtroy'd. For his Father faid unto 
* -him, St at my right hard till I make thy foes 
' thy foorſtool, and gave him a name aboye all 
names, and ſet him far above all Principali- 
ties and Powers, and Might and Dominion, 
and ney name that is named, * not only in 
this world, but in that which is to come, He + 
was ſolemnly inveſted with a ſupreme and- 
univerſal power _ all men and Angels 
3 Elta- 
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15 the Spirit of the Father and the Son, by . 


whom all things in Heaven and Earth are' 
effected, was always in the Church to ſan- 
&ifhe the ſame, and prepare it for n__ | 
Glory: and when oo was ſer atthe +; 
hand of God, came down uponthe Apoft 

in the likeneſs-of fiery cloven Tongues. gouy 
chem Poe t0 to ſpeak in all Languages, en- 

m; -gave them fall : * 

knowledge ofthe Goſpel, ehdued them wich 
all and power requiſire for the laying 


_- foundaion of the Chriſtian Religion, - 


ion of the Church in all Nw 
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' the Goſpel, that both - wora, and' whining, 


they might publiſh and declare it infallibly. 
By this doctrine, accompanied with the po= 
werof this Spirit, and convey'd to the hearts- 
of men, both Tews and G entiles, were called, 
converted, ſanRified, and made up the body 
of the univerſal Church, which is the num- 
ber of all believers in all Nations ;.-a com- 
munity of Saints Militant firſt on Ezrth, and 
then Triumphant in Heaven. Thele are the 
beſt ſociety in the world, have the greateſt- 


. priviledges, are the Chi!dren of God, the 


Members of Chriſt, the Temples of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, the Candidates 0 Heaven, the 
Heroes of Eternal Glo oa, Glory: baptized 754% ham 
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from the love of God ; all things work toge- 
ther for” their good ; they increaſe in hea- 
venlyVirtues,abound in good works,rejoyce 
in the hope of Glory, watch and pray, and 
with fighsand groans wait for the,adopti 
which 1s the redemption of the body. When 
they depart this world, they commend their 
{pirits into their Fathers hands, who ſends 
his Angels to receive them ; they are wich 


- Chriſt, and ſecure of the reſurre&tion unto 


eternal bliſs, reſt from 'their labours, and 
their works follow them; when the num- 


berof rheſe is finiſhed, Chriſt will come 


down from Heaven in the Glory of the Fa-- 


. ther, withall the holy Angels .and ſhall deſ- 


cend with a ſhout, with the voice of the © 


Arch-Angel, and the Trump of God.Then 
all the dead ſhall riſe, the living ſhall be 
changedand made immortal x all ſhall be 
ſummoned, appear, be judged ; the righte- 
ous ſhall be juſtified -for ever, receive the 

lorious reward of an everlaſting Kingdom, 


admitted into God's preſence, behold his 


glory, Ve filled with eternal joy, and made 


[ly, and for ever happy ; ſuch as know not 


God, or obeyed not the Goſpel, being un- 
believers,and unrighteous,ſhall be ſentenced. 
ro everlaſting Fire, am for the Devil 
and his Angels, ſhal] be caſt out of God's 
preſence, impriſoned in Hell, ' where the 


worm never dieth, and the fire is never. 


quenched, 
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quenched, and ſhall there be tormented» 
oul and body continually, and of their ex- 

creme miſery-there ſhall beno end. 

\- Theſe thingsI believe to be moſt certain- 

| Bore and as reveal'd from Heaven, con- 
rm'd by many fizns and wonders, and the. 

rare effeRs of this Docrine-in the conver--: 

fion and conſolation of many ſouls. 

This Faith of my heart I profeſs with my- 
mouth,and according to this belief andpro-- 
/  feſhon I rely for everlaſting life wpon God 
the Father, who loved me, and the Son, who 

gave himſelf for me, and the Holy. Ghoſt, : 
. WhaſanRihesand comforts me. 

..< St. 8. After this enlargemenr; I return. 
| again unto: the Propoſition; That Chriſt com-- 
manded the Apoſtles toteach or diſciple all Na- 
tions, and thence infer ſome practical conclu- 

fions in a few words, and fo conclude this + 

Chapter. yoke; | 

1. If Apoſtles, and fo all Miniſters ofthe : 

Goſpel. who take the charge, of ſouls upon. 

them, be ſubje&t to- Chriſt's power, and 
bound by thiscommand, thenit is their du- - 

ty to teach this Doctrine, to teach all this 

Dodtrine ; \ they: muſt teach this; and none - 

other, becauſe it isthe only converting, ſav- 

ing,comforting truthzif they teachrany other, 

it will be eicher unprofitable, or which is 

' worſe, pernicious; though they teach this, 
| and yet conceal ſon? part thereof, and de: ' 
Kh D 5. clars- 
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clrenorthewhale counſel of God, 
it may far ax they make fy 
yet it wall -never chal 
hi, itwas revealed fromHeaven; {| 
the whole Goſpel, that | 
ms unto Salvation ; yetir 
; but as it vas 
delivered by our Saviour in 2 certain:and 
exat method; ſoit muſt in the ſame manner 
be difpenſed by the Man of God, who muſt 
not —_—— perſpicuous, that his DoQrine . | 
alſo methodical,thar 
iy hs remembred : therefore if we wilt 
an; our Jove aq rata 1 
our truſt, s,. redeemed by the 
ns BF oFChriſt, make'a good ac- P 
count at the laſt, receive a Crown of G 
when the great Shepherd ſhall appear, and 
efcape- that. fearful . Woe and Judgment. 
which ſhall fall upon ſuch as are gmlty of 
the blood of other men, let us teach, teach 
this Doctrine; and teach it thus, and i in this 
_—_— as Chrift's Command requires and 
irects. 

2. I& this de our duty, . then the people 
whom we teactt are bound to receive this, - 
all: this Doctrine, and thus as it is taught : 
aud if ever they will 'be converted onco 
God, comforted by the Spirit, attain unto 
ererral life; and nor be jog to eternal 


[} | Nee, Oar JGnOraieas, Of dience to the . 
| Tee Golpel, 
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|, letthem hear = h Doctrine atten»: 
ves learn the whole counſel of God, lay. 

Ei op ia cheir hearts remember.it, obey it, 
{ andmake ir the joyand delight of their 

| hearts, andthe ſubject oftheir conſtant Me- 
ditations ; let them reject all other Doctrine-- 
which ſhall not be —— to this our Sa-- 

viour” A Creed. : 

3: It's a matter 0 peryerant Than k 
ing,and it's onr Duty toa =] 


wonderful mercy in this re 

Glory and Praiſe unto he ame, 0 wa 

hath ſo well provided for our Horn 

For hehath nor only ſent his only Sopſrony: 

6 Heaven to redeem us by his precious B 

{ raifedhim from the dead, and given him _— ? | 

Power ig Heaven and Earth ; but. Chriſt | 

having received this Power, gives Commi- 

fon and. Command to the Apoliles and - 

| theirSucceſlors to reach all fnne | Truth, 

| hath contracted itin {0 few words, R 

. It unto ſo cleara method,endued them with- - 
the knowledge of it, bound them: to teach -. 
it to-.all Nations in their own Language, fir 

- it for the meaneſt capacities, raiſe up a con- 
por ſol, thr ns ne NL toinſtruct - 
rien that hearing they ma Deen 
call be lay from Hell & Dea 
and hey God number of God's Fav fy | 


finiſhed,chen they may be for everglarified- . 
CBEHAP 


_ 


© 
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CHAP. VI 
Concerning Baptiſm. 


Y —————— H__ 


Sef. t. 
4A poſition, commanding the A- 
poſtlesto go ro af Nations;concerning the ſe- 


cond,commanding them to teach all V ations: 


the third follows, and is this, Chriſt com- 
manded the Apoſtles to Baptize all Nations 
taught and diſcipled:The former is concern- 


ing the diſpenſation of the Word, this con- 


cerning. the- adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments 3 where we have ſomething of the 
Covenant, ſomething of Diſcipline. In this 
Propofition we muſt enquire. 

1, What Baptiſm is? 2. Who 
muſt adminiſter it? 3. Vfho ar 
baptized ? 

I, For the nature of Baptiſm, it's eaſily 
known from the Inſtitution in thisCommil- 
(ton. It's an initiating Sacrament of the New 
Teitament, wherein a Diſciple is waſhed 


yand 
to be 


with water, 1n the Name of the Father, and - 


the Son,and the Holy Ghoſt.The word Baptiſm 
is a derivative from BerriZe, and that from 
2471; both {ignihe to dip or, plunge a thin 

1a water,or {ome other Fauis AY Wes, 
becauſe che end of this dipping or plunging 
is ſometimes to walh and cleanſe, there ore 


both the words do ſometunes lignifie to 
wath 


— 


Eee 


OU have heard of the firſt Pro- 
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waſh and cleanſe, and becauſe a ſpiritual 
cleanſing is ſignified in this Sacrament,there- 
fore it is called Baptiſm.Thisis only for the 
t-> Name.In this Deſcription we muſt obſerve, 
| - 2- That it is a bacrament. 2. It's a Sa- 
| crament of the New Teſtament. 3. It is an 
'| initiating Sacrament. 4. This mitiation is 
| by waſhing with water, Jn» the Name of the 
; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

; 1. A Sacraments here it's underſtood,is 
| a Sacred or Religious Sign,Rite,or Ceremo- 
| 'ny, And becauſe there be many and ſeveral 
\ kinds of Rites which have their ſeveral ends, 
| and the end of Sacraments and theſe Myſte- 
4 ries is diſtin and different fromthe endof 
* other Rites; therefore in ſtri& ſenſe a Sa- 
crament isa Rite inſtituted of God to con- 

firm his Covenant, where we have, 

I. The general nature y 

2. The efficient cauſe > of a Sacrament, 

3. Theend ) 
' I, The general nature is, that it's a Reli- 
$1ous Rite; there are Civil and Religious 
ites,and both are uſed as additions to ſome 
other things or ations,to which they are ac- 
cidental,and no ways effential, and they uſu- 
ally fignifie ſomething . to the underſtand- 
ing, belides that which they repreſent tothe 
ſenſes. The reaſon why they are added is,the 
- greater ſolemnity. Thus the Sacraments are 
Religious Rites added ta the Ca_ of 
ce, 


—— 
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Grace; and in themſelves are ſome ontward' 


things and actions which: repreſent ſome: 
things and aftions which are Sacred and 
Dive. And this ſignification 1s not Natural 
bat from Inftication z in this reſpect they u- 
faally make rwo material. you of a Sacra- 
ment, 1 An outward ſenſible ſign. 2. An 
inward hidden ſpiritual thing ftgnified. So 
that the things and actions which are Rires, 
are to be conſidered, 1. In themſelyes. 2. In 
their lignificative nature as ſigns. Thele Sa- 
cramental Rites are annexed to the Cove- 
nant,that it may be made and renewed with 


the greater ſojemnity.Thus Circumcition is, 
ſaid to be a fign added to the Covenant: , 


mace with Abraham and his Seed, and in 
theſe ceremonial religious ſ1gns we uſually 
have things, a&tions,and words, which uſu- 
ally inform us of the hidden rfiyſtical part, 

2. Theefficient cauſe of theſe Rites-to 
be obſerved by all Chriſtians, is God, who 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſt hath not only ſpoken 


unto us, and revealed the Goſpel, bur alſo. 


inſtituted rhefe Sacraments. There are Rites .. 
. . Invented by men, andalfo by Devils, and 


ſome of them are abominable ; and from 
the multiplication of theſe in performance 
of Divine Service, ſpring ſo many Superſti- 
tions, when ſuch things as God never ap- 
pointed, or required at onr hands, arecon- 


ceited to be holy,or neceflary,or of a fandis- 


fying . 


—— — 
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fyi ; therefore it concerns us all tg 
cod what Rites are of Divine Inſtire- 
tion, whether they be Ceremonies of rhe 
Old or New Teſtament ; for God inſtitu- 
ted Rires'of old, as well 2s in theſe larrer 
crimes of the Goſpel. 2 e Rites inſli- 
cated by him are now in force,ſo as thatwe 


are bound to the obſervation of them ; By: | 


reaſon of Divine Inſtitution and Command + 
they are poſitive Laws of God, which-:do- 
not bind by reaſon of the matter of-rhem, 
which is indifferent, but of God's Gom-- 
mand, from whoſe Iaſtitution, Promiſe, 
and Command, but not ofatzmlelves, they 
conduce to our ſanification. 
3. The end ofa Sacrament is to confirm 
the Covenant in Chriſt,made between God 
and may. This preſuppoſeth, 1. The death 
and redemption by Chriſt as the foundation 
of the Covenant; for if there be no Redem- 
prion, there is no promiſe of life untaſinful_ -- 


- man, 2. A Covenantz and this Covenant 


preſuppaſeth a Law wherein God com- 
_ _ to Hou _— . Cn 

id pon this Repentance and Faith promi(- 
eth remiflion of ſin, and eternal happineſs. 
And becauſe God will deal with as 
witha rational free Creature, he propoſeth 
the conditions required in b! , and ex- 
ects his aflent and vo obligation of 
vaſelf, 3. Whena cflet _ 
"I ent, 


COLES 


- ; de , - 


(6p. 


| ſent, andpromiſeth freely unto- God that: 


he will believe and repent, then this-Coye- 
nant ismade. The Redemption by Chriſt, 
the Covenant in it ſelf, and the making 
of.the Covenant preſuppoſed, the Sacra- 
gent is added,thart by it.the Covenant may 
be ſolemnly confirmed both on. God's part. 
and Mans. as:though they. put- to it their 


hands and ſeals, and {o mutually. engage: . 


themſelves one unto another- Thus Circums-- 
cifion, which. was a Sacrament,is {aid to be; 
not only a Sign, but-« Seal, becauſe as a Seal is 
put to an Indenture, or other Evidences,and 
particularly to Leagues, to confirm- them, 
{oa Sacrament is added to this Covenant 
for confirmation, ſo that neither part can 
draw back, or negle& to. perform, except 
they will go againſt their own a& and deed 
and ſolemn engagement. This confirmation 
doth limit the general nature of Sacrametits 
as they are Ceremonies, and differencerh 
them from all other Rites, which were but 
Signs or 'Types, and not inſtituted to this 
end. 

Se. 2. Thus you have heard what a Sa- 
crament is : The ſecond thing affirmed is, 
that it 15 4, Sacrament of the New Teſta- 


| -- ment or Covenant. This doth- difference 


Baptiſm from: ail the Sacraments uſed by 
man, and inſtituted by God before Chriſt's. 
Incarnation.3 for there were aa 

acra- 


ee —————— 
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Sacraments of old, as Baptiſm under the 


Cloud, and in the Red-Sea, Adarme, and wa- 


ter out of the Rock ; there were ordinary 


Rites, as-Circumciſion,and the Paſſover; yet 


theſe might be ſaid to be Sacraments of the 


Old Teſtament, which differ in many things 


from theſe of the New, and that not only 
in the ſigns and circumſtance of time, bur 


chiefly in this, that the former Sacra-' 
ments did preſuppoſe Chriſt to come, 


and faith in him -as not yet exhibited, bur 
the Sacraments of the New Teſtament Jook 
at Chriſt as already come, having ſhed his 
blood, and finiſhed the work of Redempti- 
on,.and require faith in him under that no- 
tion, and in that reſpect. As it differs from 
the former by this, that it's a Sacrament of 
the-New Teirament, 1o in thus particular it 


hence we may diſcribe a Sacrament: of the 
New Teſtament to be a Rite inſtituted by: 


Chriſt, to confirm the Covenant of Grace 


inthe blood of Chriſt already ſhed, wherein 
we may obſerve, 1. The blood ot Chriſt 
ſhed. 2. A Covenant confirmed in and by 
this blood of Chriſt, and Sacrifice already 


offered. 9. A confirmation of this Covenant 


made berween God and particular perſons. 
by theſe holy Rites. 
Sed. 3. Baptiſm, as it is, I. a Sacrament: 
2. a Sacrament of the New Teſtament ; ſo: 
3. it 
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3- it is the initiating Sacrament of the New 


Teſtament. For there are but two Sacra- 
ments of the Golpel inſticaced by Chriſt, and 
this is the firſt in order,and rſt to be admi- 


niſtred; it preſuppoſeth theparty-to be bap- 


tized as an Alien, and not yet ſolemnly ad- 


mitted into the Church and Kinggpm of 


God, though he may be prepared for this 


admiſhon and incorporation. In reſpect of 
this initiacion it differs from the Euchariſt, 


which cannot lawfully be ad viniſtred to a- 
ny but ſuch as are members of the Church, 
and incorporated already: For as yn- 
der the Law no ſtranger might be ad- 
mitted to. the Paſſoever, ſo under the Gol 


pel nounbaptized perſo 0 
the Lords Table. This is the reaſon why this 
© is called. the. Laver ot Kegenerarmumt 


our ingrafting into Chriſt: And as we are 
bur onceborn, ſo we are but once baptiz- 


ed ; for this Sacrament once rightly admi- 
niſtred is not to be reiterated, whereas the 


Euchariſt, being a Sacrament of our {piricuai 
nouriſhment and growth, is often to be ce- 
ebrated. . 
Sef#. 4. Thus you have heard that Bapy 
riſm i520. initiating Sacrament of the New 
Teſtament z it remains that | inform you of 


the particalar Rite of Initiation,which is by 


waſhing with water, 1s the Nawe of che Ea 
: ther, 


may cOme-unto 


the Sacrament of our New Birth, and- of. 
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ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. For 
this is the inſtruction, and command of our 
Saviour in this Commiſſion in theſe words, 
Raptizing them in. the Name of the Father, 
on. "_ we have three things to be con- 


1. Water, the Element. 2. Waſhing with 
water, the Action. 3. Waſhing in the Name 
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
yrs = Wi ſelf.  fobſtar 
 1T.. Waterin if 1Cir-15 anaturtt tgo!tance 
and a liquid Element, granted un o mankind 
a2 ſpecial bleſſing, and to. ſed - 
ing eo ſeveral virtues threof for ſeverat ends 
one endis waſhingand cleanſing bodies, and 
other things that are ſullied or defited; and 


this gcror ing to the mining ana Cleanrw 


gon, wer w49e GY 24% UH gyanagy, Whore: go oyees tangy 
virtoe thereof. This water,according to this 
natural virtoe, was fingled out by a Divine 
Inſtitution and determination for an higher 
end 5 and that is to ſignifie and confirm a 
ſpiricual cleanfing: And though ſome make: 

is in Baptifin to be a ſign of Chriſt's blood 
which. hath a power to cleanſe and purge the 
conſcience from dead works to ſerve the liv- 
ing God, yet in this Sacrament. itrather f1g- 


nities the Holy Ghoſt, which fanctifies and - - 


regenerates the Church. Therefore our Sa- 


viour {aich, Fob 3. 5. Yerily, versly except 4: 
| man be born of the Spirit and Water, he cannot ' 
* enter into the Kingdom of God. It this reſpect: 


Baptiſnn: 


« ——_——_ — = — —_—ﬀ— 
—  - 


— 
PROT md —_— _ 


F _ — = 
Oe ren a One nog ern i — 
* 


(86) 
Baptiſm is-fat& to be the Lavery of Regenera- 


on, by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 


which God ſthed-on us abundantly, Tir. 3. 53 
6. In both-which places the Spirit is aſhumi+ 


lated to Water, as waſhing, cleanſing, re» - 


newing 3 yet here it's to be noted; that the 
Spirit-doth not -renew and cleanſe us, . but 
by virtue of Chriſt's, blood, which merited 
the renovation and purification-of the ſoul: 
For if Chriſt's blood had not been ſhed; the 
Spirit had never been given to.fanQifie us. 
Se&Z. 5. The ation is Waſhing, :expre(< 
ſed inthis word [| Baptize ] which word, as 
you heard before, ſignifies to waſh,and that 
often waſhing is the uſe and application of 
this Element for to cleanſe, which may be 
done many ways ;. as by plunging the thing 
fo be Wained into the water wholly, or. by, 
dipping, or by pouring water upon it 3 
ſometimes by ſprinkling;for many things un- 
der the Law were cleanſed by ſprinkling of 
water or blood. This ation . for this, end 
implies the party to be baptized as polluted, 
with fin, and ſo unfit ro have communion, 
with God, and to be admitted into his hea- 
venly Kingdom. Therefore he muſt be re- 
newed, purified, and regenerated, and that. 


by the Holy Ghoſt ingrafting him into. | 


Chriſt, and planting him into the (imi-, -, 
litude of Chriſts ,Death and' Reſurrection, .. 


thence we have two parts of this Regenera- 
(10N.. 


oo. LA ou. Go ac doi ad. es dos AAA MM, amd... enfram_ 


”— CIS VSM WY CRM am. 


— 
RR —— 


(87) 


- tion.. 1.-Remifſion;-2. SanRification, and in 


{anctificationa-death unto fin; and a life un- 
to righteouſneſs. , In ſome kind of waſhing, 
the death and Reſurrection of - Chriſt, and 
alſo a death unco fin, and a life unto righ- 


. teouſneſs, weremore clearly repreſented; 


yet is hardly any kind of waſhing but 
doth in ſome meaſure reſemble.theſe things 
Bae wemult not in this Sacrament ſtand up- 
on the more perfect, or imperfect repreſen- 
tation of the ſpiritual part thereof. The 
principal thing viſible and ſenſible is waſh- 


* mgandcleanſing ; the principal thing figni- 
_ fied isthe ſanification and purxing'of the 


Soul.and conſciences, 
_ Sef.6,The words are,In th: name of the Fa- 
ther,&c. Where we muſt obſerve,1.That wo 


be baptized in the name,into the=ame,unto 


the name of the Father,and of the Son, and 
of the, Holy: Ghoſt,are the ſame. 2;. That as 
the mwe of Chriſt,and Chriſt are often the 
ſame, :{o the name of God the Father, Son 


' and Holy Ghoft,is God the Father,Son ang 


Holy Ghoſt. 3. That though Father,Son,an 


Holy Ghoſt are three, and ſome ways diſ- 


tin, yet they are' but- one and the fame. 
God.4.That'the Baptiſm in this name. pre- 


. .ſuppoſeth the party-to be baptized to have 


profeſied his faith in,and his obedience unto 
the name of God the Father,and the Son,and 
Holy Ghoſt,that his ſins may aa = 

hat 


RT OT 
that he may attain etetnal life actording to 


the promiſe ofthe Coveiiant.6n Gods part; 


ſo that the Covenant is actually made *be- 
tween God and the party to be baftizec: 
Theſe things premiſed, the meaning 1s; that 
in the name and perſon of God the" Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, I baprize 
thee in this water, and by this ſolemii Rite 
admit thee to'be one of Gods people; i 


2nd 
2 ſubje& ofhis bleſſed Kingdoin of grace ts . | 
nd affes 


enjoy all the priviledges thereof, a 


thee of the performance of the promiſes 'of | 


the Covenant according to the -pto 

2nd promiſe thou haſt made ; aid by this 
ſame rite ſolemnly bind thee to tmake go 
the profeſſion; and pefforin the yows which 
thou -haſt made unto God the Father who 
hath made thee, and God the Son. who hath 


redeemed thee, and God the Holy Ghoft - ;; 


who ſanRifteth thee ; ſo that the Covenant 
of grace which wasmade effectual and im- 
mutual by the death and blood of Chriſt, be- 
ing firſt made between God and the party 


to be baptized, the proper effect of this rits |- 


of Baptiſm; is a ſolemn confirmation  -— 
Covenant in refpect of both” parties. Thi 

confirmation : being finiſhed; bork the par- 
ties are more ſtrictly and highly bound to 
performance 3 God to make good his pro- 
miſes, man to make good hs yows: For 
God is bound not ouly- by his promiſe in 
' general, 
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general,” but by this rite tothe perſon bap- 
rized in'particular : And man is bound not 
only in general, but by name ; not by the 
cotntnand of God and his owh vow only, 
butalſo by receiving of this ſoletnti tice,atid 


| 'being baptized. pe tor this obligation fol- 
' ows2 thore particular and cert; 
ro themmercies thierited by Chriſt, and pro- 


nd certain right ug- 
mrſed in che Covenant and a nearer telation 


1; unto, and a more ſpecial intereſt in that God 


who made hitn, and loved him, and redeem- 
ed him by Chrift, and ſanctifies him by the 
Spirit ; yet the actual enjoyment of - theſe 
mercies depends upon the performance of 
the-conditions to which man is bound; yer 
becauſe this performance depends upon the 


.. fanctifying power of the Spirit, therefore 


God in his infinite mercy gives the Spirit to 
the party baptized, that fo the Covenant 
thould not be in vem- For God nulling the 
"Covenant of works which had no promife 
of -grace, and making a Covenant of free- 
grace as a Father, a Redeemer, and Sancti- 


4. fier, and promiling} and really intending to 


fave man, muſt needs by vertue of this pro- 
miſe give him the Spirit, which is abſo- 
lurely nece to lalvation, and alſo me- 
rited by Chriſt for ſach as believein Chriſt, 
toabide in them, and enable them' to per- 
formall duties neceffary to Salvation. This 
is the reafon why Baptitim arid theSpirit = 


> Wit : 
ſooften joyned ragnſig ; yet the giving of 
this Spirit is not abſolutely tyed and limited 
ro thevery time of Baptiſm, but is given 
ſometimes after, and ſometimes before, 
and. ſometimes in, or at the time of 
Baptiſm. This Covenant is made by way of 
ſtipulation and reſtipulation ; and when the 
anſwer of 2 good conſcience, is made, . the 
Spirit may be received the more ſpeedily 
By all this we may eafily underſtand how 
willing God is to ſtrengthen our weakneſs, 
and confirm our hope 3; and how deeply we 
that are baptized are bound and engaged to 


our God, and to him alone, ſo as to renounce 


all other confadences, and. to relie upon him 
as a Father loving us, and his Son redeem- 
inz us, and the Holy- Ghoſt fanctifying us: 
And here its to be remembred that thoſe ſu- 
pernatural effects which in the Scripture are 
given to Baptiſm, are properly and princi- 
pally to be aſcribed to the love of the Fa- 
ther, the merit of Chriſt, and the power of 


the Spirit ; as by this Sacrament weſubject ; 
our {elves unto God alone as our Supreme 


Lord, ſo we renounce the Devil, . all other 
falſe Cods profeſs our ſelves Chriſtians, and 
ſeparate from all ocher Religions. For Bap- 
."tiſm is dneof the bonds *which ties the 
members of the Church together in one 
body ; a bes of our profefſion., and cha- 
ractef whereby we are diftinguiſbed hs 
Mo SON'S uw ? 
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all Tdolatgrs, Mahumetans, and unþelteving 


- fews. 


Sedt.7 Thus weunderſtand-what Baptiſtis, 
che next thing to be inquired into, is, who 
may lawfully by this conyniſſion adminiſter 
this Sacrament; The Text doth plainly de- 
termine the perſon: For he that muſt reach, 
the ſame mult.;baptize. It's true that this 
power as univerſal and extending-to the 
Gentiles, was given immediately unto the 


© Apoſtles; yet unto them as firſt diſpenſing; 


the word ; yet becauſe the word was to be 
diſpenſed and preached, not only by them, 
but alſo by their {ucceflours unto the worlds 
end;therefore the ordinary power of preach- 
ing is continued to all ſuch as are lawfully 


\ called to the Miniſtry, and ſo the power of 


baptizing too: So that according to theſe 
words of our Saviour, they who are truſted 
with the diſpenſation of the word, are truſt- 
ed with the adminiſtration: of the Sacra- 


| ments; for the promiſe of aſſiſtance in the 
1} - diſpenſation of both is made only unto them 


as they are Miniſters of Chriſt, to be im- 
ployed in the callingand converſion of fin- 
ners, and the application of Redemption... 
Thele are the fictelt and moſt able to'pre- 
pe them for the Sacraments, and ſhould 

e moſt able to judge who are rightly 


®* ©. eualified for receiving of them : It's true, 
that » unworthy | and inſufficient perſons 


4<j.. 
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may be admitted into the oxen; 5: and 
others though more ſufficient, may be care- 
leſs and negligent; yet theſe muſt anſiver 
for their infidelity and betraying of their 
cruſt : However wys evicent that the per- 
ſons who may lawful 


ly baptize in the name .. 


of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, are the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
SeX, 8. The third and laſt thing to be 
examined, is, who are ſubjects capable of 
this Sacrament, and havea right unto Bap- 
tiſm by the rules of divine inſtication.z and 


according to the Text they are ſuch as are. 


tavght and made Diſciples ; for neither the 
Apoſtles,nor their {ucceflours have any war- 
rant from Chriſt to baptize any but Diſci- 
ples: for here it's ſaid,Go and rteach,or diſciple 
all Nations, baptizing them ; that is, thele who 
are diſcipled. For we muſt know that the 
Apoſtles were ſent not to gather Churches 
out of Churches, and to find the Nations 
made Chriſtians to. their hand, but to call 
men out of darkneſs into light, and per{wade 
men unbelievers to believe, that of no Chri- 
ſtians they might be made Chriſtians. They 
muſt not firſt baptize and then teach, but 
firſt teach, and then baptize, and {o prepare 
them for Baptiſm ; yet to be taught was not 
ſufficient ; they muſt learn, underſtand, pro- 
\ feſstheir faith in God the Father, and the 
90, and the Holy Ghoſt, promile to ON 
| ilts 
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Chriſts commands, and defire by Baptiſm 
to be adnntted into the Church z . yet a +> 
mon Magus may do all this, and fo obtain 
Baptiſm, and Philip was bound: to receive 
him z3-for God doth not bind the Minifter 

of the Goſpel to try the hearts or reins of 
any man, for that he could not do ; bur he 
muſt perſwade them'in the name of Chriſt _ 
to profels, and promiſe ſincerely from their 
hearts ; yetif they donot this, and it ap- 
pear to him to do it, ſo that he knows no- 
thing to the contrary, he not only may, but 
muſt baptizefuch if they delire it; yet Bap- 
tiſm is little advantage unto ſachz for though 
they may be admitted and received into 
viſible Church; yet they are not members of 
_. Chriſt, nor heirs of s Kingdom ; but 
ſuch as come with an upright heart, and 
make the anſwer of a' good conſcience, and 
inwardly believe with their ſouls, as they 
profeſs with their lips, may certainly expect 
the Spiric of Regeneration and the benefits 
promiſed in the Covenant. 

Bur in all this diſcourſe upon thispart of 
the Text, I may ſeem to exclude Infants 
from Baptiſm; and this place is o. by 
divers againſt their admiſſions yet nothing in 
the Text,nor any thing inmyDiſcourſe doth 
debar chem from this Sacrament. For the A- 
poltles were-lent to preach the Goſpel both 
to md - Jew,and allo to on 

2 tiles, - 
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' tiles, neither of theſe, much leſs their Chil- 


dren; were incloſed in the pale of the Chri-. 


ſtian Church as believing in Chriſt already 
come ;. and not only the Gentile, but the 
proſelyte and native Jew muſt repent and 
vrafels their faith before they were;baptiz- 
ed ; and this is evident out of the hiftory 
of the 'new Teſtament : And can any man 
infer from hence, that becauſe thoſewho 
wereadult, and at age, and out of the Church 
might not be baptized before they were 
taught, and confeſſed the faith : [therefore 
the Infants of Chriſtian parents who are ac- 
tual members of the Church may not be 
baptized ? Its evident,the ſequel is not good. 
Some doubt might be made of Infants born 
of Parents before they were made Chriſti- 
ſtians; and yet we find no queſtion made 
of them in the Scriptures. Bur of ſuch agare 
born in.the Church, and of Chriltian pa- 
rents, after they were Chriſtians, there is 
le doubt; for theſe are part of their pa- 
rents ; not only as their parents by nature, 
but as Chriſtians ; and were always ſo ac- 
counted, as born under the Covenant, - and 
in their parents bound to the condition 
thereof : and ſ{ofar as they were bound, ſo 
far they had right to the*priviledges and 
promiſes which might be ſealed unto them. 
God did not require any profeffion or pro- 
mile perſonal-from them, becauſe they had 
=; nor 


(9) | 
not the ute of reaſon : and all the duty for - 
the preſent lay upon the parents and the 
Church, till the Infant came to age, and 
was Capabie of inftruction ; for then being? 
taught, they were bound in their own per- 
ſons to make their confeſſion, and vow, and 
ſo own their Baptiſm ; and this was the end 
of Confirmation, which is an a& performed 
by the Biſhop with impoſition of hands, and 
certain words, according to a certain form 
preſcribed in the ritual part of our Liturgy.” 
The covenant of Righteouſneſs by Faith was - 
ſealed to infants by circumcifion .:from the- 
times of Abraham, until this commiſſion was: - 

ranted by Jeſus Chriſt, whoneither by him- 
il nor his Apoſtles except them orexclude:. 
hem : but of this ſee merein my Theopoliti-. 
ca, th. 2. cap, 15. Sect. 19, 20. | 
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CHAP. VII 


* Of ronching perſons baptized to obſerve Chriſt 


Commandments, - 


Sect. TT: HE fourth propoſition is, Chriſt 

.. commanded: the Apoſtles to 
reach all perſons baptized to obſerve what- 
ſever Chriſt commands them. 

This implies chat the parties to be bap- 
tized muſt not only profeſs their faich, but. 
promiſe obedience to Chriſts commands. In 
the words we may obſerve a tiwofold duty. 

E.3 I. OE 
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3. Of the people,which was the obſervation 
of Chrifts commandments. 2. Of the Mini- 
ſter, who muſt teach the people to obſerve 
thele commandments. In the firſt we have 

1. Chriſts laws and precepts. . 

2. The peoples obedience. 

1. Laws are moral acts of a ſuperiour 
power, which bind the parties ſubje& to 0- 
bedience, or upon diſobedience to penalty. 
The ſovereign and univerſal Monarch is 
God, who by creation, prefervation, and re- 
derption hath a total and abſolute- power 
oyer man, and eſpecially in reſpect of his 
- fpiritual capacity,as he is a ſubject ordinable 
to an eternal eſtate : After Chriſt was riſen 
from the dead, God communicates a tran- 
ſcendent power unto him,- eſpecially as re- 
deemer of man : therefore as Chriſthad-re- 
ceived this glorious power, ſo he did exer- 
ciſe the ſame by making laws, and bindin 


all the ſubjects of his ſpiritual and. eternal - 


kingdom to the obſervation of the ſame. 
For theſe laws are not only a rule to dire 


them what ro do, but of a binding force ; ' 


and the obligation is ſo ſtrict, that whoſoe- 
ver ſhall refuſe to obe , ſhall. be liable ro 
- eternal puniſhments : for thofe Laws bein 
written in the Scriptureare far moreexcel- 
lent than any humane decrees and ftatutes ; 
not only becauſe they are the Laws of God, 
gnd the other of men, but aifo becauſe they 
are 


-- 
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afemade in exit wiſdom, are moſt fartea 


for man,ſo as to direct all as and operations 
of ſou! and hody, bind the conſcience and 
immortal-tov!, promiſe eternal rewards, and 
threatens eternal puniſhments,and are every 
way {o perfect, that upon obedience eternal 
peace and! happineſs will certainly follow. 
The ignorance of theſe things, and want of 
confideration, is the cauſe why theſe laws 


-are {o lictle regarded, ſo much neglected, 


2nd diſobeyed; though they ſhall .be the 


rule; according to which Chriſt ſhall judge 
theworld, 2nd- determine of mens final and 


eternal eſtate. 
Sett. 2, There are divers laws therefore 


'of Chriſt as is here implyed, and the ſame 


publii2d,not only by word,but writing,and 
that long ago:and it 10,it's the duty of all,to 
whom theſe laws are made known,eſpecial- 
ly of perfons baptized, to obey theſe; and 
becauſe this daty concerns us all, and that 
very much; therefore I will, firſt, inform 
you of the duty more particularly, that. you 


__ may. know what it is3 and ſecondly itir you 


up unto performance by certain reaſons,and 
motives. This obedience doth preſuppoſe 
our ſubmiſſion unto Chriſt, as our ſuperiour 
Lord, upon our: acknowledgment of his 
power ; and this: js the condition of admit- 
fhon'' into his-kKingdom,and is the foundation 
of all obedience:tor we may do.many rings 
E 4 | whic 
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gurs.Theſe things obſerved;we muſt know,. _ 
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which another-wills us to do,and yet the do- 
ing of them is no obedience, becauſe he 
hath no power over us, neither do we ac- 
knowledge him as our fuperiour. _ 

2. As it preſuppoſerh ſubmiflion to his 
legal power, ſo.it doth the promulgation of 
his Laws ; for where there is no law, as 
there can be no (in, ſotherecan be no obe- 
dience. 

3. Theſe Laws muſt be known to us be- 
fore-we.can obſerve them 3. for the laws of 
Chriſt, a5in our underſtanding, and known, 
by us,are the immediate rule of our obedf- 
ence z yet when they are ſufficiencly pub- 

-liſhed, it may be our own fault to be igno- 
rant of them, .as through our own neglt- 


gence it may {0 come-to pats. 


4. Fhis obedience is properly an act of 
the will of man, freely conforming to the 
will of Chriſt, and is required in the- firſt 
Commandment. | 

F. The matter of this obedience is the 
Jaw and command of God ; the proper and 
formal objec is Chriftas our ſupreme Law- 
giver. ' 
6. When the will of Chriſt is once made- 
known unto us,our liberty is ſo far reſtrain- 
ed, nay altogether taken away in thoſe 
things that are commanded, and we mult 
have nowill of our own,bur his will muſt be 


1, That: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' obey, and it will beour joy.and 


Us - 
1: That-this obedience muſt be yielded out: - 
of love unto our Soveraign,yet with humble: 
reverence to his Majeſty, and joyned- with - 
a fear to offend him : and the more welove | 
bim,the more willingly and eel we ſhall'- | 
elight to 
do his Commandments. 2. This obedience 
muſt beuniverſal z wemuſt do what{6ever 
our Lord hath commandedus:z for though 
there may be ar-inequality of- things. com- 
manded; yet there 1s the ſame -rea{on why 
we ſhould obey oneas well as. another, the 
leaſt as well as the greateſt, and that is the 
will and command of our Saviour. In this 
reſpect ir's ſaid, thathe that offends in one, - 
offends in all, becauſe of the contempt- of 
the-will of the Lawgiver; we muſt not pick - 
and chuſe to do what we pleaſe,obey ſome; - 
and diſobey other commands; we muſt nor - 
expect from Chriſt any liberty, - indulgence, -.. 
toleration, diſpenſation to tranſgreſs any of 
the leaſt of Gods Laws:3.It muſt be conſtant - 
and continued to the end ; for there are no 
days--nor hours: of intermiſhon-; we muſt - 
always be- doing, and: we muſt not, reſt - 
till we have finiſhed our work,and that will - 
not be till this mortal life is ended:we mult 
ſerve our God day and night whilſt we have -: 
any Peng And as God did not reſt till he - 
finiſhed his work of Creation, {0 we-mult .- 
got expect an 5 till we have hoe % 


\ 
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the work of our Salvation; our obedience 
muſt be one line drawn out and continued 
from the firſt moment of our converſion, to 
the laſt day of our diffolution.4. As we muſt 
be conſtant, ſo we muſt be diligent,zealous, 
activeand watchful. God loves not [azie ſer- 
vants,and the work is great and difficult,and 
we meet with many:enemies,much oppoſiti- 
on, and muſt wreſtle with many difficulties, 
which are the greater,. becauſe of the De- 
y1l,and the World without, and the Relicks 
of corruption within us. Therefore- our 
Chriſtian life is a race,and a continual ware 
fare ;therefore we muſt notonly put on the 
complete armour of God, but we muſt 
ftrive, and fight, and put forth all our pow- 
er,and never think of reſt till we have ob- 
tained a final and full victory : And though 
we cannot reach, yet we mult aim at the 
perfe&tion of Angels, according to that 
prayer, Thy will be done 0n Earth, as it # 
done in Heaven ; that 15, by thoſe-immortal 
bleſſed ſpirits, who never {inned,but do his 
- Commandments, hearkning to the voice 
of his word. 5. Yet we muſt know that 
of our ſelves we are frail, weak, and with: 
out Chriſt we can donothing, and can do 
a! things throngh Chriit who ſtrengthneth 
us. Chriſt muſt give us his Spirit and 
{ſtrengthen us within, and by his Spirit ſup- 
port us and afliſt us without, Ta 

| mult 
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muſt continually pray, that accorditig -to- 
his promiſe he would put his Laws in our 
inward parts, and write them in our hearts; 
and to do this more and more according to 
his promiſe, we muſt not preſume upon our 
ſtrength, but always humbly depend upon 
him who worketh both the- will. and 
deed of his good pleaſure. If he but a lit- 
tle deſert us, and withdraw his hand, how 
fuddenly may David and St. Peter fall and fin. 
grievouſly ? 6. Yet though we may tran(- 
greſs, and {ometimes fall grievouſly,yet we 
muſt.nat deſpair nor be ſecure, but preſent- 
Ily-renew our repentance, return unto God 
and muſter up all our power, and fight, a 
work, and ſtrive again,and this withgreater 
force and power. And this is our comfort; 
we are _ io _ Law of urs - as 
requireth perfect and perpetual obedience, 
orelfe threatneth certain and unaviodabte 
death and deſtruftion-; -but under Grace, 
which miniſtreth power, and when we fall 
upon our repentance promiſeth pardon and 
life.z and Chriſt will plead our- Cauſe, and 
procure our Peace. - From all this it doth 
appear that baptized Chriſtians muſt not bg 
Soliſidians,, much leſs Antomonians,and Laws 
leſs; we muſt be loyal and obedient, and 
not live like baſe earthly worldlings, but 
like Citizens of Heaven, for upon this con. 
dition we are admitted Subjects of an iow 

yenk. 
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venly Kingdom. Thus we.underſtand that 
our duty is to ſubmit to Chriſt our *Law- 
giver, know his.Laws, remember them, 
obſerve them all out of Faith, Love, Fear, 
with all our hearts, carefully, conſtantly, 
deperding always ypon our Savwur, and- 
renewing our repentance daily. For this 
obedience muſt be univerſal,. perperual,fin- 
cere, free, and we muſt obey not- only. in+ 
doing good,. but ſuffering evil, i we be. put 
Unto it. 

See. 3. By thistime. we know what our 
duty is ; now follows the reakcns why we 
ſhould perform ie:And leſt any man. ſhould 
be .diſcourag'd with the difhiculty of the . 
work, or think: it impoſſible, I:muſt firſt 
prove that itmay be done. It was a famous 
queſtion of old,Wherher it be poſſible by Grace 
to gbferve and fulfill aff the Commandments of 
God? Andit hath been determined mm the. 
afirmative, that by Grace it is poſſible; for 
what cannot Grace do ? Parl ſaith, I can do 
all things, A Chriſtian hath a kind of Om- 
nipotency in-things neceſlary to Salvation, . 
and-may trw'y ſay,That theſe things which are 
s#rpoſſible with men, are poſſible with God; and 
if. God befor us, whocen be. againſt us? It's. 
true, that to deny our ſelves, to lubdue our 


|| * native and deeply-rooted corruptions, and 


our fins confirm'd by cuſtom, to- bear the 
beayy.burthen of the Croſs, and (utfer re, 
proaches-. 
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&s, and bitter aMlitons- and perſecu- 
! tions for Chriſt's ſake ;.'ro forlake all, and 
- hate Father, Mother, deareſt relations, and 
{ life it ſelf; to offer an //aac,torejoyce in the 
midſt of fiery trials, are very diftcuk things; 
and far above the power of nature, and fo 
{ indeed they are. Yet there is a divine pow- 


| erin Faith, whereby all this may be done,. 


| and* hath been through - the aſſiſtance of 


but let us be aſſured, that whil'(t Chriſt fits 
at the right hand of God,and his holy Spirit 
abideth in the Church, we ſhall be enabled 
| toremove Mountains,. ſubdne Sin, and con- 


k. tion.Chriſt did never intend to bind us to 

impoſſtbilicies ;*what we cannot=do of our 
ſelves, he will enable ustodo ; neither did 
" he ever require that:: we-ſhould obſerve 
'! whatſoeverhe hath commanded us by our 


\, own ſtrength; but as he hath merited Grace - 


| + it us-by: his\Refurreion ; and then 
thengsas are omen tofleſhand blood, 
ſhall be (weet an _—_ to-lanifted 
| & fouls. | This being poſh 

j 

the reaſans. 

1... We-not only by God's command, bur 
alſo by our-promile fo ſolemnly confirmed 
by Baptſm,are bound to obſerve theſe com- 
mandments : A loyal Subjet-will- obey his 


0 WM iy us-by his Death, ſo- he will 
\ fuch 


ble; -let us.conlider 


Chriſt: And*therefore let none of us deſpair; . 


quer Satan, the great enemy of our: Salya- - 


SOveraign-: 


4 
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Soveraigns command, and will remember: | 


.' his Oath of Allegpneound "Fidelity 3 and 
an honeſt man will 'be as gond.as his word 


and promiſe made unto man ; and ſhall'not / 


we obey our Savigur's Laws, written and: 
confirmed witly his own blood ?: ſhall we: 
promile,  and- promiſe unto him, and-not- 

rform ? ſhall we not only be difobedients 
bonds ? This will- make 0ur-{ihs;.mo# hei- 
nous, and our puniſhments molt grieyous.; O 
therefore 1&t us remember our Baptiſm, and 
folemn Vows, and prove faithful ugto:God; 
and. our Saviour Jetus Chrift,* and-do-his 
Commandments, and never ſuffer -our Bap- 
tiſm to be broughcas a witnelsagainſt us 
in the great day of our final Trial and Ac-. 
COUnt. 

2.-Let'us. conſider the nature and- quali- 
ties of theſe Commangdments, for thereare 
no. penal Statutes -impoled. by an arbitrary 
Power, intending to oppreſs us and undo us. 
There -15no injuitice can. be charged upon 
them ; they are no ways defective, but per- 
fe& every way, in relpe&. of the | endfar 


which they were given; they-are holy, juſt, _- 


and good Laws of Equity, Wiſdom, and gt- 
ven out of deareſt love, direing us to Hea- 
ven and everlalting happine(s, and in. keep» 
ing them there is great content: Nothing is 
{0 grievous (0 Gods Satuts as £0 gy 

EM, 


ut perfhdious-teo,;'-and violate! oarfacred * 
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- | them, and to keep themis the joy atd de- 


light of their hearts. 
3. The reward which Chriſt doth pro- 


. miſe is excellent, and far greater than man 
could expect or hope for ; rich prizes high 
| roman glorious rewards,work ftrange- 


upon the hearts of mortal men, and cauſe 
them to venture, life and limb, and many 
times Soul and all ; yet if any man conld 
gain the Kingdom of the World, and all the 
Glory thereof, yet thisis nothing to the re- 


ward of this obedience ; the leait work of 


obedience ſhall be rewarded; a cupefcold 
water ſhall not be forgottenz and this. re- 
ward is certain, moſt certain, as depending 
upon the promile of an Almighty Lord, who 


can dowhat he will, and will do what he 


hath promiſed : and the time will not be 
Jong before it thal! be readred and received; 
For he that ſhall come, will come, end wilt nat 
tarry ; and it ſhall be eternal, and eternally 
enjoyed ; and letall thoſe rrho are obedient 
rejoyceand be exceeding glad, for great 13 
their reward in Heaven. 

4. Yet if reward ſhould not move. us fo 
much, yet love ſhould even conſtrain us; 
and we thould have no power to refiſtic. 
Chriſt loved us, and gave -himſelf for: us, 
and greater love, greater gifts there cannot 
be. Therefore let us conſider whoſe com- 


mandments thele are, : which we muſt ob- 


ſerve. 


1 
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_ Are _— the commands of Chriſt our 
deareſt Saviour, who hath redeemed us wich 

his precious-blood, is the propitiation for 

our {1ns,:and:pleads his blood for us in Hea- 


— 


ven ? and hall hetove us ſo much, and ſhall Þ © 


not.we love him again? O let us love him, 
lovehim {ſo much as nothing more ; and if 
we -love him, we will keeph 

ments ; and the more we love him, the more 


obedient we ſhall be, to the laying down of 


our lives. Though we love him much, yet 
he loved us more: and.though we ſhould 
perform the obedience of Angels, yet we 
cannot -requite him : : ſeeing therefore that 


we have ſo ſolemnly engaged our ſelves by 


our Baptiſm to this obedience, the Laws are 
ſo _ and tending: effetually to our etgr- 
fal good : the reward which God hath pro- 


miſed is ſo glorious, and it is our Saviour 


who loved us ſo much who commands us.z 
therefore let us be obedient inall things to 
the end, and let this be our:great buſineſs. 
Seft. 4. The ſecond part of the Propofit- 
on is concerning the Miniſters duty, which 
is tO teach the perſons baptized todo whatſoe- 


ever Chriſthath commanded them. In this - 


we muſt confider, l 
7. The perſons teaching, 
2. The perſons to be taught. ' 
' 3. Thea and work of teaching, 
- 4. The matter to be taught, azthehea 
.of the Dogrine.. Firkt - 


- 


is Command- 


| 
| 
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Apoſtles, and after -chem their ſucceflors, 
whoſe duty is not only to difciple the Narti- 


&' ons, and baptize ther, but alſo to inform 


them 6f the Laws of Chriſt ; for they muſt 
ot only begin'the work of Grace, but muſt 
Þ on and. finiſh : they muſt not only lay the 
oundation, but build on, and conſummate 


| the work. The buſineſs of Paſtors and Tea- 


chers is not only to bring men to the amity 

| of Faith, but to perfe&ion in Chriſt. 
Secondly, TOs to be taught, are 

ſuch as having profeſled their Faith,and pro» 


- | miſed obedience,, were baptized already, 
| 2nd (6 admitted into the Church. The for- 


mer- teaching reſpe&ted them as out of the 
Church, and'tended to prepare them for Bap- 


. | tiſm and Admiſfion.. This latter conſiders 
| them as in the Church, and tends to th efur- 


ther edification. The end of the former was 
| rezeneration and converſion ; 2nd the end of 
the latter is ſpiritual nutrition and confirma- 
tion. For the ſubje& of this teaching are 
| fuch as had promiſed, but as yet not per- 
formed obedience; ſuch as were but babes 


 4and children, whoſe condicion required a 


1P:.ender and continual care in their teachers. 
\ And though they know ſome of the Com- 


mandinents by 'a 'general and imperfect 
knowledge, yet they had-not ſo clearand 
diſtin. knowledge of many of them _ 

ticular, 


Firſt, The perſons reaching are firſt the 


- 
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. ticular, 2nd did need nor only inſtra@ion, | ti 


but exhorcation. + TE 
3: Therefore this ceaching was nota bare # 
ioſtructon for .to inform their anderſtand- 4 
ing,but alſo exhorcation to ſtir them up dilt- 
gently, conſtantly, and :zealonily to obſerve 
the Commandments made known unto 
them: and beſides, with exhorcation ſome- 
tines muſt be ſome admonition and reproot, 
witch dire&ions in particular caſes. "Fiflt, 
knowledge was neceflary ; for how canthey 
obey, when they know: not the particWar - 
commands to be obey'd? and to what pur» 
poſe is knowledge, though never (o clearand 
diſtin&,if they do them not ?- When our $a» - 
viour had given his Apoſtles # command» 
ment,” and.improved-it-by his -o0wn exam» 
ple, he adds, JF you know theſe things, bieſſtd 
are ye if ye do them, Fohn 13. 17. 30 that-it's- 
plain, thatthe end of this teaching is the do- 
ingand obſervation of Chritft's Command- 
ments; and therefore as they muſt repreſent 
them clearly to their underſt2nding, {o they 
muſt preſs the -obedience-upon the-ftrong- 
eſt motives,and let them know, that though 
their knowledge: ſhould be: ſufficient; and 
they thonld have perfe& direftions;. - yet. 
without the continual fupplyof God's Grace 
they will nattbe able to-perform any thing: 
_ from all this we may; obſerve,that pro-! 
and knowledge will not be ſufficient ' 
4 - £9. 
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c I 
| to Salvation:This is the reaſon why the A- 
| _— do labour ſo much, not only to con- 
firm their Diſciples and Converts, but alſo 


1 exhort them to obedience : proteffion and 


' practice muſt go. hand in-hand, and never 
partaſunder:profefionand knowledge with- 
ont obedience is but hypocriſte, an outward 
form and ſhaddow of Chriſtianity withouc 
the ſoul and power ; blit where obedience 
- accompanies profeſſion, it will be an evi- 

dence of the fincerity'of their Faith, and'of 


-| their happy condition, that they are-paſted 
4 fromdeath to life: | | 


1 


J3 on 1s the matter of this teaching, and that 


4. "The principal thing in this Propoſiti: 


is the obſervation of all Chriſt's Command- 
ments. The matter of the former Doctrine 
was, Truths to be believed and profeſſed ; the 
matrer of this latter is, Commandments to 
be known and obeyed.2.Theſe Commandments 
muſt not be the Traditions, Superſtitions, 
and inventions of men ; nor the Laws and 
Edidts of Temporal Princes, but they muſt 
be the Commandments of Chriſt. 3. They 
' muft be'all the Commandments of Chriſt, 


4 whatſoever Chriſt had commanded his Apo- 


ſtles.4.As theſe, and as theſe alone, and all 
theſe, muſt be raught, ſo they muſt be 
tand repreſented unto them as to be 


* | oblerved,& that freely,conſtancly;and with 


| delight, out 'of love umo their deareſt Sa- 


VIOUrL,. 
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of divers additions, whereby 
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* viour. If they teach any-other. Command= 
but theſe, the knowledge. of them 
will bein vain: if they teach ſome and not. 
all, their knowledge will be imperfet: 1&F 
they teach all theſe, ſo that their knowledge 


ments 


| 


ſhould be perfe&,and yet not effeually ſtir | 


them up to obedience,their knowledge will . 
be in vain : if they exhort them to obſerve. ' 


{ome, and not all,theirgobedience will be 
ſhort,and not reach theend for which theſe 
Laws and Commandments were given. 
Seb, 6 But becauſe many may be igno- 
rant of theſe Laws, I will 

1, Premiſe ſome general obſervations. 


2, Note ſome places of Scripture where 
the morals arecontracted. : 1 


3, Shew how Love is the performance 
and falfilling ofthem all. 


4. Deliver the Do&rine of che Euchariſt. 


5. Reduce the matter of theſe Command- 
ments into the form of a vow. 
1. The obſervations are thele. 


x. That the Commandmencs of Chriſt 
are either moral, as the procepty and the ' 


prohibitions of the moral Law ; or ceremo- 
nial, as the two Sacraments of Baptiſm and 


the Euchariſt, which we call the Commu- 3 


\ 


nion of che Lords Supper. Ry: 
2. That the moralsare to be underſtood 
Evangelically, in which reſpect chey admit 


much 


they. differ 
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much-from the morals as given-to Adam 11 


F 


-m | annocency,or to {/-ael in the Wilderneſs: for 


ot. | 
if Þ £0 !/rael by God as chooſing them,and bring- 


ge 


ir | 
ill } 
VE. Y 
be 


(e 
0- 
re 


ce 


they were given to 4dam by Godas Creator, 


7 ing them out of Epypr ; but they are given 
in the Goſpel,eſpecially fince the exhibition 
of Chriſt by God,as redeeming us by Chriſt 

dy come ; therefore _ called Chrif*s 

Commandments : and {o obedience in them 
mult be performed unto God, not only as 
$4 Creator, but as Redeemer.-- 

3. The blood of Chriſts death made the 
trangreflions againſt theſe morals pardon- 
able, and the puniſhment due unto the 
7, tranſgreſſors avoidable upon certain terms 3 
F but according to the Covenant made with 

Ifracl, and the Law of works, neither was 
jj crank; reſton once paſt remiſhble, nor the 
Þ* puniſhment poſhble co be avoided. 

D . 4. Peony to the Law and Covenant 
| of Works perfect, perſonal, perpetual O- 
, bedience, was the only condition of life : 


- according to ithe Goſpe], Faith in Chri 
| di he Goſpel, Faith in Chriſt 
C | +15 the'condition 3 ſo that though the ſins of 
# man againſt this Law may be many and hei- 
Y "PS; yet upon Faith in Chriſt they are not 
- Only pardonable, but ſhall be pardoned. 
| _ 5. Obedience to this Law was to beper- 
| form'd by Adam,according to that fufficient- 
{ power-which he bad received in his creati- 
[- -on, and loſt by lus txanſgreſſion'; bes obe- 
IENCE 


l 


, 112 ) | , £W 
dience of Believers is performed according \ 
to the, power of the Spirit, reftored in_re+ 7 
generation. _ - WF, 
- 6. Tho our obedience under the Goſpel | ©* 
be imperfe&,- and therefore by it we can- ! © 
not be juſtified, yet it's accepted of-God;an | = 
rewarded upon the account of Chriſt's Mes.) th 
ritand Intercefſion. Met, 


7. Weare ſtrictly bound under the Goſ 
pel unto theſe morals ; and therefore the F 
{incere and conſtant obedience. unto them {| 
is ſo much urged and profeſſed by Chriſt ! G 
and his Apoltles in the New Teſtament; \ & 
For Chriſt died not to free us from obedi> 4-7 


Ence to thele Laws, but to {anctifie us that 
we may keep them better ;.and that upon ? 
our tranſgreifions we thould renew our Re- 
pentance and Faith» £124 

8. Though theſe moral Laws are more 7 
at large exprefled and made known-unto- us * 
by ſes, the Prophets, the Evongeliſts, ! 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ; Fn j 
in many places they are contracted in a 1 
words, and reduced tag few heads: : 

Se. 6. Thele things premiſed, I wilkin Þ. 
the ſecond place obſerve ſome places where 
they are contracted.1. Weare informed that '# 
ia the Decalogue publiſhed upon. Mount |{|- | 
Sinai, all moral Duties are reduced toten || 
words, or heads, and that-in an! excellent | 
method and manner. And indeed hy 
| ne r ue 
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at 
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q due conſideration 


WE) | © 
| twill appear that [the 
: model of the Law was from God, as bemg 
far above the wikdom of men and Angels. 
2. Becauſe every Commandment hath a 
| negative, and an afftirwative confideration, 
and confifts of a Precept requiring good, 
and a. prohibition 'of+ the contrary. evil; 
| therefore we find this: moral Law- contra- 


Qed divers times to two Heads ; the ef- 


| chewing of evil, and doing good, -P?/al. 34. 


x4: Iſa. 1.16, 17. 3- Becauſe thatman to 
whom this-Law is given, hath relation to 


| S BLVET 

| God, and man his Neighbour; therefore 
| the whole is redyced to two parts, the 
' I. Our duty towards God. 2. Our duty towards 


1 owr Neighbour ;, therefore the whole body 
7 of the Law is reduced to theſe two heads, 
2} according to that of the Prophet : He hath 


wed thee, O man, what # goec. 5, and what 
 adth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
- and loue mercy, and to walk, humbly with thy 


+ God? Micah 6. 8. Where to do juſtly, and 


love mercy, .is our whole duty to man ; 


f to walk humbly with God, is our whole du- 
1 ry to God. 4. But that contraction oof the 


' Whole to one head, which is Love, 's moſt 
. excellent ; yer'this Love is two-fold. 1. The 


\ Love of God::.2., . Of. our. Neighbour. For our 


| blefled Saviour derermined the firſt & great 
Commandment to. be the Love of the Lord or 
G«d ; and the ſecond, which is like unto it, 
is 
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5 to love OHY Ngo 45. ORr ſelves, Yet, k | 
| e like unto it, yet it's not: 
equal with the firſt ; for there is ſo great an}: 


chough this latter 


inequality between the love we owe to God 
and that which we owe unto man, that if 


the love of man come in cormpetition with» 
our loye to God, ſo that they cannot conliſt 


together, we muft hate Father, and: Mother, 
and neareſt Relations, for Chriſt's ſake. Our: 


Saviour further adds, that «pox theſe two Capt. 
mandments hang the Law and the, Prophets 5 | 
that is, all the moral Duties mentioned in © 
the Law and the Prophets are comprized ©” 
in theſe two, ar. 22..37, 38, 39,40. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that love is the falfilling of the - 

Law, Rom. 13. 10. thatis, of the ſecond | 


Table. F 


5. Becauſe man is indebted to himſelf; 
to his Neighbour, to his God, - therefore- 
ſome think the Law is contracted in the 1} 
words of the Goſpel, which teacheth us to * 
live ſoberly in reſpec of our ſ{elyes, righte- ? 


4! 


6: The Divine Apoſtle and Diſciple 
whom Chriſt loved, comprehends all in two ' 


ouſty towards man, and godly towards God, 
Tit. 2. 12. Fe 


Commandments, Faith and: Lave,: ſaying, 


And this is bis Commandment,aThat we belteve - 


#1 the name of bis Son Feſus Chrift, and that 
we tove one another, as he hath commanded us, 


I Fohn 3. 23. 


' 7. And 
| it 
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_ . 7. Andhere we muſt ablerve; that pto-! | 
hibitions, reproofs, threatnings, ene, | 


—"— 


_ 
» 3 


Tt exhortations, dehortations,promiſes; denun- 
tations, and executions. of judgments 
long, and are to be referred to the Law of 


"KY 8. Repentance, Faith in Chriſt, Self-de- 


- -— =oldalins 


| nial; bearing Chrift's Crofs, . are duties not. 
F{ naturally, but ſupernaturally moral, and may 
be reduced to the firſt Commandment E- 
-  vangelically underſtood. Repentance, © as it 
| hath God Creator and Governour in- gene- 
| ral for its object; faithas it is an aſſentto 
|. Godas the firſt truth, revealing his mind to 
$ man, or a reliance upon himas- promiſing 
3 ſomething to men; Self-denial and bearing 
3 the Crofs, as they are a toral re{ignation of 
” ourſelves unto the will of God madeknown 
J/ unto us: Ifay, all theſe in this ſenſe are natu- 
” F. mlly:moral. But conſider theſe as termina- 
# ; ted upon/God as Redeemer in Chriſt, either 
" 4; promiſed or exhibited, and"as conditions 
+ 4! upon which the Salvation of ſinful man de- 
MF - pends by divine Ordination, they are not 0n- 
; ly naturally, but ſupernaturally moral. 
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- 9g; Whenthe Commandments of Godare 

F\ - contracted-and reduced to the love of God 
' and Our Neighbour, we muſt underſtand that 

| the love. of God, or the love we owe to 
God is not only antecedent, and the firſt in 

| order of nature, bat alſo of diznity, and far 
| F higher 


a 


(16) ER: 
higher and greater than the love of our 
Neighbour, or which is due unto our Neigh- 


bour : For we muſt love God with all our- 


heart, ſoul, mind, might : and ſo we mult 
love nothing elſe. God is worthy of infinite 
love, and therefore he loves himſelf infigice-: 


ly; yet he requires not in theſe words an 


infinite love from us who are finite, © yer 
we mult love him more than any other 
thing, yea far more; we muſt love him with 
che higheſt degree of love that poſſibly we 
can, and thould be willing if we cbuld to 
love him infinitely ; we may exceed in lov- 
ing our ſelves or any other thing 3 1n lov- 
ing God we cannotz they that love him 
moſt, love him far leſs than he deſerves. To 
love God with the whole heart is not only 
ro. love God {incerely and truly, but to love 


him"tfe-as that his love may take up, and fall” 


the whole heart ; and this is to love God as 
God; and if the whole heart be wholly ta- 
ken up with this love, then all the powers 
and faculties of ſoul and. body go along 
with the heart, and are taken up with it. 
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Thereforetheſe words, all the Soul, Mind, *Þ 


Strength, are added to that of the whole 
heart, to{ignifie the great meaſure of this di- 
vine love. | 
.10, The love of our Neighbour as our 
ſelves pre-requireth the love of God : for if 
wedo not loveGod firſt, we can neither love 
. OVY 


F 
| 
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' 
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© ofr ſelves or our Neighbour aright. Forour 


love of God muſt meafure and qualifie both 
the love of our ſelves and-our Neighbours, 
and render it" acceptable to God. x 
"1x. This love 'of God preſuppoſeth our 
knowledge of God both as excellent and 


| amiable in hiraſeif, and asgood and loving 


to us, eſpeciatly in Chriſt 5 and therefore 


| ſome acts of faith in Chriſt muſt 'g0 before 


this loye of God as God, and our God Re- 
deemer and SanRifer. And as it preſuppp- 
{ech knowledge, and in us Chriſtians, faith 
in Chriſt-already come, {ſo it vertually in- 
cludes all ſubſequent duties andaGts of obe- 
dience. | 

"SeF. 7, Therefore after 1.- The general 
obſervations premilſed, 8 2. This diſcourſe 
upon the ſeveral abridgments of the. moral 
Law, I will in the third place manifeſt that 
love is the fulfilling of the Law. 

- 1. The love of God isagain(tallAtheiſm, 
Idolatry, Apoſtaſiez renounceth all conft- 
dence in any other thing, and will cake God 
alone to be our God, who created us, pre- 
ſerveth, redeemeth, ſanctifieth us unto ever- 
laſting life, -and wilt ſerve him, fear him, 
traſt in him,be-loyal and obedient unto him 


F inthe higheſt degree,and will give all praiſe, 


} plory, honour, and power to him as the on- 
= 


| 


ſapreme Lord. : 
2.\ This Jove will not make any image 


—— 
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(118) © | | 
or likeneſs of any thing viſible or ſenſible 49. 
repreſent-him, nor a ſuch thingtohe - 
made for that end 3/ neither will it aſcribe. 
any divine power or {anctifying vertue-unko 
any ſuch thing ; nor make it a fign of Gods 
ſpecial preſence, nor worſhip or ſerve it, or 
erve God. by it. It will reject all tradittons 
of men & all ſuperſtition in Religions Wor- 
ſhip, and will faichfully obſerve the inſtitut- 


ons of God in Divine-Service. | 


3. This love will not ſwear falſly or vain- 
ly, to the diſhonour of God and Chriſt our 
Saviour. [twill be careful-to (wear the eruth, 
It. will got-prophane or pollute che name of 
God in the performance of his ſervice, but, % 
will worſhip Godand perform all religious : 
duties with humulty and reverence, fochat 
God in themimay be glorified. ; 

4. This love will not prophane the times 
determined and-hallowed by God for his 
more ſolemn worthip, and will lay aſide 
at thoſe times, not only all finful, but all ſe- 
calar imployments; and will apply it in 
publick and: private, tothe performance of 

oly and heavenly cuties. It will obterve' 
the firſt day of the” week in acknowledge- 
ment of Chriſts:Refurrectionz and the conm-- 
ing down of the Holy Ghoſt, and by this: 


obſervation ſignifie our belief of the aboliti- | 


on of the Law,the takingdown of- the par- 
tition-wall,and che uniting of Jew & Gentile 
in 


} 


. Authority both Ecclefiaſtica 


will 


X, envy, implacable- 
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ih one bod Chriſtian; neither will love fo 
confine it {ef £o-9ne day in ſeven, as not to' 


oblerve thoteftanding occalional tim * 
hamiliation nr Sn givinge appointe 
Civil Pall 4 "Y 

Publick ſervice & ſolemn; Worſhip of God. - * 
5. Itwe love God, we will love our | 
ſelves 1n G: od ; and as our ſelves our Neigh- | 
boars,-and tiat-not oaly our Acquaintance, 


Friends, nexr Relations, but of Gee, and Ene- 


eſpecially the Children of 

a5:ye would be done unto. les 
lovewilihonour, obey, and fubmir untoall 
our Supefiours; whether in Family, or State, 
GOONNS, accordi {0 their places, and 


-will nor dithonour, * y or any ways _ 
'as fach,. diſreſpe& Fey oe SER 


6. This love will not-give way to anger, 
tevenge, or = 
ſuch violeac and deftructive'* , Whi 
tends to the endangering, "of KAihb or life : 
but ir will accounc the life of our neighbour 
very precious, and will uſe all means to pre- 
__! _ and to live in'peace, concord, and 


. "This love will deteſt adultery, whore- 
dom, fornication, inceſt, and all unclean- 
neſs, with all the cauſes and occaſions there- 


; os it will endeavour chaſtity'in body and 


t, and uſe all means to preſerve it. 
FO Sl. will not by any fraud ar farce 
| te take 
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take away or detain the goods of his neigh- If 


bour outof covetouſnels;or any other iniqui- | 
Ly,but will be careful togiveevery one their 
ovn ; and fonot only be juſt, buc ailo mer- 


-Ciful, and liberal when Gad requires'it./  _ | 


9. This love willnot bear. falſe witneſs 
againſt his Neighbour, though his Enemy, 
nor any way ſeek to hinder or peryert jult 
judgment, but will deſire and uletheir beſt 
means to right his Neighbour, and to pro- 
more juſtice in all /judicial-proceedings- .- » + 

10. . This love will not covet any thing . 
that'is his Neighbours, though he want it 
himſelf, will not envy his proſperity, will 
not rejoyce inthe miſery of an enemy 5 ut 
will {eek the ag of every one, rejoyce 1n 

Sy 


cially a godly man, as his brother. | 

This love of God and our neighbour 'wHl 
delire,endeavour,and intend the obſervation 
ofall theſe commandments from the heart 
2nd ſoul, and that in obedience to Jeſus 
Chriſt, who loved us, and. gaye. himſelf 
for. us : it will repent and grieve for diſobe- 
dience, and ſpeedily return {incerely to God 
Receemer, ſeek for pardon in the name of « 


cation tO renew us-more and more. 
Sef 8. In the next place after theſe. na- 
tural and ſupernatural morals,follow the ce- 


remwunials.of the New. Teftament,which are 
Baptilm 


look upon every one, elpe- - 


- Chriſt, and pray for che Spirit of ſandtif- ſ 
| 


[ 
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| Baptiſm,and the Lords Supper.. Of Baptiſn 


I have ſpoken art largezit remains therefore 
that I further add ſomething.concerning the 
Euchariſt, which is a Sacrament of the New 


- Teſtament, as Baptiſm is, and 'follows-it,- 


becauſe as thatis a Sacrament of our initia- 
tion and regeneration,ſo this is of our conti- 
nuance in Chriſt and the Church,and of our * 
ſpiritual nouriſhment and increaſe. In this; 
as in Baptiſm, we may obſerve, . | 

7. the Elements, or 'Signs. 2: . The 


Actions. Fl The Words. 
m 


In:Baptiſm the ſen{ibleSign and Element 
Was ingle, and only one, which was Waters © 
but in this Sacrament we have two. - | 

I, Bread. 2. Wine. 

Both theſe preſup lng lifeinthem who 
uſe them, are great leſings of God, given 
to continue and preſerve the {ame,and were 
{ingled out and determined by Chriſt to -be 
uſed in this Sacrament to ſ1gnife the ſpiritual 
food and repaſt of-onr. ſouls 3. and by theſe 
ewo in his heavenly diſcourſe concerning.the 
meat that periſheth not, but endureth: ro 


everlaſting life, did repreſent unto his hear- 


ers the food of life, which came down from 
Heaven, whereby {inful men live for ever. 
Bread did ſignifie his Fleſh and Body. which 
he gave and offered for the life of the world, 
and Wine did ſignifie his Blood : And as 
Bread muſt be eaten, and wine muſt be- 

alt $368 FF oh drank, 


yn. 4 
LY 


| "O99 ) | 
drank, that we may live thereby, ſo by #dj- 

vine faith we muſt eat his Fleſh, and drink 
his Blood, that we may livefor ever:In this 


reſpe& this Sacrament agrees with the En- © 


chariſtical Offerings, and Sacrificial Feaſts 


| 


wherein the Sacrifice was firſt flain and of- \ 


fered to God, and then part of it- given to 
men to eat and drink before God in his 
Sanctuary. Chriſts Body was the Sacrifice, 


and was crucified, ſlain, and offered upon-.. 


the Croſs ; and jn this Sacrament given 
and receiyed for our ſpiritual food. The 
Bread and Wine fignifie his Body; the 
breaking of the Bread, and out the 
Wine, {ignifie his Death and Sacrifice : the 
eating of this Bread, and the drinking of this 
Wine; the participation of thoſe tual 
and heavenly Bl which he merited by 
his Sacrifice, Death, and Paſſion. - | 
2. The Actions are, according to ſome, 
Conſecration, Diſtribution, Participation z 
Yet may be reduced to tw6 : the 1. Of 
Adminiſtration, the 2, OF Participation. 
The Adminiftration, which in this Com- 
miſſion is proper to the Miniſter ofthe Gof- 
pel, is performed in : 
Confecration, or bleſſing, Breaking, and 


pouring-out. Diſtribution. "The Partict- 


pation 1s Taking, Eating, Drinking, 

''1. The Conticration is by word and 
prayer, thank(piving, and petition. Th 
1 S, E 


y 


k i 
F 
| 


- ſelf, then. 


_ as & > © > Pp 
:\2- The breaking of the Bread, and pour- 
ing out:of the Wine, do {ſerve not only for 
the better diſtribution, bur alſo -to"f1 
the Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt, offering 
himſelf for our fins. 
3. The diſtribution it ſelf puts us in mind 
of God's giving us the benefit of his pal 
ugto-our eternal Salugtion; for as[it1 death 
'he was /given for us, {o'in this Sacrament he 
15 given-unto us. | 
4. The taking, eating,” drinking, '{ignifies 
our receiving by Faith,tirſt of Chriſt him- 
of all his benefits... - 
5. The words are {uch as our Saviour. uſed 
at:the farſt Inſtitution and Adminiſtration 
of this Sacrament in the diſtribution of the 


;*. Bread and the Cup. 


1: The words uſed in giving the Bread, 
are, Take, eat, this 1.my body, given, broken 
for.you ; do this in remembrance of me.. 'In 
them we may obſerve; 1. The body.af 
Chriſt. 2. The offering of this body. 3: The 
giving of it unto Communicants. 

"1, : The body of Chriſt was the Sacrifice, 
or thing to be facrificed: : ; * 
- -2.. The givingand breaking. this for us, 


" bgnihes the offering.of this Sacrifice unto 


God for to expiate the fins ot man. 
.2. The commanding of man to take, &c. 


* fignifies God's promiſe, and readineſs for, to 
 giveQhriſt dacrificed with all his -benefirs, 
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» 
commanding, and -by command binding } 


man to take This is the myſtical and hi 

'agen matter of this part of theSacramenr. In- 
the outward ſenſible matter 1s: 1. Bread, tb- 
2. This Bread: 
broken, to ſignifie the offering ofthis body.. 


{ignifie the body of Chriſt. 


3. The taking and-eating of this. Bread, to 
{ignifie the receiving of Chriſt ſacrificed in- 
£0 our hearts by Faich- 4. "The manner and 
end of this receiving, which is exprefled in 


the words, Do this in remembrance. of. me.. In. 


thefe-words we have. 
i. The Deathand Paſtion of Chrilt. 
'--2.' The Covenant. 


3. The ſealing-.and confirmation of the - 


Covenant. 1.2 
1- The Death of Chriſt, and the Redem- 
ption by .this death, is expreſſed in theſe 


words, . My-bady given, broken for you. 2. The: 


Covenant, which conſiſts of a: Promiſe and 


- 2aPrecept : The promiſe is implyed 1n the-. 


words, Take, eat, this is my body';the pre- 


cept exprefled in theſe words, Do this inrex .. 


membrance of me.. To take and eatisan ati- 
on of the body ; to.take and eat in remeny 
brance of Chriſt, is an action of the ſoul: 
The promiſe offers remiſſton of ſin, the 
precept..requires Faith and remembrance 
of Chriſt's Death, the principal -obje&t of 


_ this Faith. 3.. The.Covenant is: ſealed and 


confirmed on Gods parby: givingthe bread 


upon. 


| 
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upon conditicn of remembrance of Chriſts 


deathz on mans part by taking.and- eating 


in remembrance of- Chriſt : .ſo-"that_ the 
bread blefled,breken;piven, taken, eaten in 
remembrance of Chrilt,is a-f1gn and a ſeal. 

2. The words uſed in giving the Cup, 
are, Ths-cup i the New Teſtament m my blood, 
this do,as often as ye drink it,in remembrance of 
me ; Thus Luke and Pauls Drink. ye all of it, 


. for this 1s my blood of the New Teſtament qwhich - 


15 (ſhed for the remiſſion of the ſins of many. 
Thus Matthew; where we have many things 
obſervable, and amougſt others theſe. 

I. The blood of Chriſt ſhed. 2. There- - 
miſhon of fins. 3. The New Teftament. - 
4.. The Cup. 5. Thedrinking of it in re- . 
membrance of Chriſt. . 
© I. The Blood of Chriſt ſhed, and the - 
Body of Chriſt broken and given, are no-- 
thing elſe bur the Death of Chrilt,” which - 
he ſuffered upon the Crols for the expiati- -+ 
on of our {ins, whereby Gods Juſtice was + 
ſatisfied, his wrath appeaſed, fin made juſt- - 
If Pareongae, and-man fſavable. This un- - © 
potted blood of Chriſt the -great High + 
Prieſt, was of infinite value; the great ran- - 


ſom whereby heaven gates were .opened, 


and.eternal life merited. f 
2. The end of this bloodthed, -and this 
cruel, curſed, and ignominious death . was 


the atualremiſſion of the ſins .of many 3 + 
even- =. 
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eve of all ſach as ſhould believe in hit: 


Thethedd! 
of God, 
in _this blood-ſhed and accepted, obtains 
acual remiflion. For God was ſo juſt that 
he would not pardon any fin without effu- 
fion of this blood,” and yet fo merciful, that 
for an inconfideration of the ſame believed 
on by guilty man on Earth, and pleaded by 
Chriſt in heaven, he will fully and for ever 


of this pureſt blood accepted 


pardon fin, and juſtifie the guilty. "we 


3. The Teſtament is the Covenant, 
which is ſo called, becauſe in ſome reſpe&t 
it's likea Teſtament which is confirmed and 
made effe&ual by the death of the Teſta- 
tor 3 ſo the Covenant dong PEE up= 
on the death of Chriſt, whereby he be- 
came mediator of the ſame, is confirmed 
by the blood and death: of -Chrilt, -and is 


' made eternally effeftual-: It's called the 


New Teſtament or Covenant,to diſtinguiſh 
it from the Old, which was alſo confirmed 


with olood, Exod. 24 And is a Covenant: 


not 'of works and {trict-uſrice, bur of faich 
in Gods ' mercy : and its faid to be the New 
Covenant in this blood, beczuſe confirmed 
by tH-4s blood and-to be the New-Covenant 


"in this blood, and the blood of the: New: 


Covenant, are the fame. For both fignifie 
the Confirmation of it by Chriſts Blood. © | 
4. Wehave theCup, that is, 'the Wine 

| coatained 


ae fin pardonable ; the belief 
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" conntacd in the cup, which fignifics the 


Blood-of Chrift- ſhed for the Remiſfin of 
firis, and us in mind of Chrifts'Death, 
and Blood-ſhed ; and its given-and etken'to 
confirm the Covenant renewed between 
God and the Cotnmunicant. 

5. The Comtmunicants are commanded 


to drink of this Cap in reme "of 


Chriſts Blood thed for the remiffion of fin. 
And by this corihdina they arebound to 
_ _ =_ _ on = — remembrimce 
of Chriſt z that ſo by fa they ray 

Chriſt into their heartsfor- cheir- { So; 
life-and comfort. In this pare 'we avi as 
before in the former, the RedernÞticg, "te 
Covenant, the ſealing of the Covenang:' The 
Redemp tion Was lianified before by he 
bread "Broken and given; andhere- 5H 


Wine m the a0 poured out: for- 


the\ame dearh- 

fice of Rede TheCoverithe' as 
merly; hath a' promiſe of remiffion Sh 
#nd" 4 precepr commanding -to rake - ins 
drink of the - Cup in remembrance of tis 


} death, And this''remembrence pretup po: 
ting knowledge and fairhayith ſs 


ſins, iypractic-and'effectuel 'ro fir SL 
loye and od chanBfainek 3 in 3n-high 'degrec 
oo ns can'we remember and feriouf 
the greateſt love of our Savic 
ant et rg i his cruel fuflctines | 


b, 
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us, and the' incomparable bleſſings mericed 
thereby ;- andinotbe..made ſenſible; of our 
{1as, 'relie upon his fu erings, love our e- 
AK .and be. for ever t 


3.. The ſealing of the Covenant in this 
part is-like unto the former. And kere it's 


- to be obſerved, that the Covenant: is ſealed 


and confirmed in this Sacrament two ſeye- 
ral times, that God may more fully 

man, that as by his Miniſter he gives both 
Bread and wine, ſo certainly he will give 
Chriſt andall-his benefits, and continue 
conſtant in his Covenant:; and as certainly 
as.he receives bread and eats it; wine, and 


drinks it.in remembrance of Chriſt ; ſo cer-- 


tainly he ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins and 
eternal life by Chriſt. And by the Celebrati- 
on of this Sacrament, doth more deeply en- 
gage himſelf to. God for to continue faithful 
i fs Covenantunto the-end.. _ 

e#.9. Before I conclude this Doctrine of 
the Euchariſt, I will add ſome obſervations 


- upon the ſame. For, 


7. As Chriſt. in Baptiſm contrated- all 


a 


- Purifications, Cleanfings, and;Luſtrations in 


he Law;ſoin this heabridggd all the Hilaſs 


-al and Euchariſtical ſacrifices; with their 


b2t-offerings, Drink-offerings, and (acrift- 
CFeaſts. 


The Author,,inſticutor and firſt effici; 


ent _ 


nkful to our / 
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ent cauſe of this Sacrament is Chriſt the Son 
of God our: *SaViour. 


'3;Theſubjet and principal matter thire- 


of is'the death of Chriſt; and the benefies 


procured thereby. 


The form-is the uſe of the Elements, | 
with the words according tO the firſt infti- . 


euti0n.- 


5..The endk the continued remembrance 
of the ſacrifice ot Chriſt upon which depends 
our-eterndl falvation. 


6. This- is one- of the -Laws- of Chriſt, 


which we are bound to obſerve till his com- 
ing to Jacgment 7 -4S appears by theſe words 


 Dothis in remembranc 


7. The- OO 'ofi it belongs to the 
Miniſter of-the Goſpel 3 for he that muſt 
baptize, muſt adminiſter the Euchariſt, and 


hethatdiſpenferh the one, muſt diſpenſeche | 


other Sacrament. . - 
8. Thereaſon why this Sicrament isad- 
miniſtred in two ſeveral Elements, is mote 


fully and diſtin&ly to repreſent the deathof 


Chriſt, .coſignihe the P enty- of food God 
hath prepared for our ſouls ;- and the more 
"ſtrongly to confirm the Covenant. - | 
9. It's' to be celebrated not/"ofly-onee, 
bur often; -andis to 'be continued in- the 
Church unto-the worlds end. 
10. In it we have many points of Chriſti- 


_ an-Dodrine concerning mansfin,Gods love, 


\the 
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the Redemption, the Covenant, and therein 


of Gods roles, nant qRHI2 NE Repomaner 


and Fai pt et "ere 1 
bas Ge {000 mation = Ya , 


In it ny yer parts of God: 
work in i1 ky e- , as-confeſlion of 
aith, prayer, charity, cha dlaiv, 
p_ RY e whole Celebration of i is i5a 
piece of Divine Service. 1 .: 

12.” By receiving of this Sacramens,. we 
profeſs our Chriſtianity, our continuance in. 
te riſtian faith, and in che Communion 

the holy Catholick Church, and the 


| xd rye; all-ocber Religions. | 


-F3. B, the Doctrine of, .this.Sacrament 
and the tetor of Chriſts commiſſion, we 


jap fir ber ſomething of Church Diſcipline. 


For as No man weioge's he by the profefſon 


of his faith,and promiſe of obediegce -mani- 


feſt himlelf to be a Daiple, can -be bapti- 


{arR6:; ARA; BACEP 19 be 
rock Ag = CONT 


ized, -COntnne mn faith, 


keep Chriſts Com ments, may be ad- 

mitred . to. this Table: poicugy Rel "ne 
Srl Jenaran 

gauly n Mae re gl -- 


: 
athy ans 2 wg the power 


ide received as a 
ig] e,206deabl Feaſt. They -alfo who 
Any Dena it when 'they. are invited aid 
, re unworthy. There- 
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to the Minter, it js fix that inev Church 
there ſhould be fome order eſt d, on 
{ome truſted with power to judge. what 
prricamare and WOrU1F.and Fi SE nor- 
4. No man can have ben y this 


PPh duck but Tech b, "are are poly Ptes 


and believing; 0 can ofily 
judge, and the $4 » Join his duty ac- 
cording to his beſt judgment, and the appea- 
ranceof ſuch 5<a) ire co communicate, myit 


8 heal ſuck as he admits ro_ the judgment 


od; who alone knows the hearts of men. 
An here irs co be noted that ſuch as are ha- 
bitual We papieege and believing,may ſo come 
.unto 7 pg that they may offend” 


God becaul e not actually prepared at ſucha 


Time. 
* Seft; 10, The laſt work to b= done far to 


" choſen up rhisChaprer, istoreduce the matter 


of theſe Commandments into the form ofa 
more expo Jet; ſ9 eyery one that 


- owns his Baptiſm, may Know what by ver- 


Gay the of e is more particularly-bound 


nd I believe in one. eternal infinite glo- 
rious Lord, who hath by his Alaiiohtys pa- 


"wer created Heaven, and. Earth, and all 


things therein; R Redeemed mankind by the 


; Repos blood of his Eternal. ages d mage 


ſanRifies his Elect people, and by a 
Chriſt ; 


- 


noadic:: EI 

Chriſt 3do renonnce the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh, and all falſe Gods, and Idols, 
and all Profane Irreligious thoughts.” I deny 
my ſelf, and-wholly reſign up my ſelf unto 
him with all the powersand faculties of my 
ſoul and bady. I take him for my ſupreme 
Lord, Lawgiver, Judge, Redeemer by Jeſus - 
Chriſt, upon whom alone I depend for Sal- 
' vation; and for whom I am ready to bear 
the Croſs, and: ſacrifice my ſelf at any 
time, when-called unto it. He alone ſhall be 
the obje&-of my JIEnt Love, Fear,Service,. 
Reverence, Confidence, Joy, Solace and 
Delight. To him alone I will preſent my 
Prayers, Praiſes, Thanſgrving, Glory, Ho- 
nour, as only eternally worthy of it 3 and 
abhorring all Pride. I will with-greateſt 
humility adore his glorious Majeſty,and be 
nothing in w ſelf, that I may beall inmy 
God. I tremble to think of Apoſtaſte or 
denying my Sayiour,. to whom 1 will be 
faithful to the end as I expect glory and life 

everlaſting from my God by him. 
2. I will not make any Imageor Like- 


neſs of any thing in Heaven and Earth, or , | 


in the Waters under the Earth, for to re- 
preſent his glorious and + ow excellen- 
cy and Godhead, but will donall falſe 
and - baſe. conceits and apprehen(iohs of 
him;' and lcok upon himas repreſented in ' 
his mighty and wonderful works, -_ © 
| | oly 


's in 


__— £493 7” _ 
holy: atid moſt bleſſed word. F will not 
bow down unto any Image or Likeneſs for 
to worthip itz nor pertorm any ſervice 
unto it; as though it had any. Divine excel- 
lency or | (anctifying power in it; or were 
any hign of Gods-{pecial- preſence without 

crution, TI renounce all Traditions, 
Ceremonies; Cuſtoms; Inventions, Praci- 


* -ces of men in Religious Worſhip that are 
contracy; tor! Gods Word; {or impoſed and 
:enjoyned as neceflary parts of Worſhip. 
Irvxvid! ferver and worſhip my God withithat 
2kihd of worſhip which he hath inſtituted in 
"the Goſpel;;-which ſhall be the rule, ac- 
:cording to which-I will pray, confels, give 
"thanks, praiſe; hear the word, celebrate the 
'Sacraments; and perform all other Religi- 
-0us Service:unto 'Himin the name and me- 
.diation of Jeſas (Chriſt, - and not of An- 


gels; Saints, or the_blefſed- Virgin. And 


this ſhall move me_ much, becauſe the Lord 


God 15 a jeatous Gody and will not en- 


| th Sat cied: in Worthip 3 | the de- 
{ 'vices:of mien; which pollute and- debaſe 


his ſervice, tend unto, and many-times end 


in Idolatry, which he will puniſh not only 


-in-the Fathers who begin it, give exam- 
ples to others, but alf0-in the Children untp 
the third/and' fourth Generation, and will 
'thew mercy;:o ſuch as worthiphim with-g 
/pure Virgin-loye according to his inſtjtuti- 
it” : on, 
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on, mtoa thouſind > «TR Both the *F- 


fear and love of mwy-God, and the hope of 
Reward rn. to his gracious HO, 
{hall work muchupon me 

F I will nor:fivear ealaty: ar. faldy;- nor 
ca ow my God to be aavitnels-againlt. 
my4detl, in atheming or denying any thing-- 
which I donot certainly know tobe 1o, as 
tisaffirged oridenyed vY me, of in promi- 
ſmg tharwhich'] know £ have no power to. 
py or'n0 fincere- tention to - perform; 
torſo-I ſhould dithonour his glorious name, 
deceiveand diſappointmy neighbour, loſe 
my intereſt in my God, and bring his curſe 
upon. me : for he will certainly puniſh, and 
ſeverely revenge all-ſuch iniquity. Ipromiſe 
that when Þtake up the name of my God i 
Iwearing, 
name, and'in performing all-other his rel; 
'gious ſervice, I will ws it with hamilicy,re- 
verence,deliberation, due preparation,inthe 


fincericy.of my heart, that fo I maybe n- 
"-ivcent before: God, juſt-rowards men, and 


marmy fewice may beateepred/ofibimand 
efftectually conducing to hisglory. I will ab- 
hor all-prophane curſing, all blaiphemous 
thoughts and words againft his Majelty, his 
word;: and: holy Iofticution.+-: 

4- Seeifg ty God requires ſbtand de- 
rerminite rime'to-be ſer apart farreligioſts 
wotthip, and his-\more- foleam a” 
W 


ying unto Hap hm of tis | 


| 
| 
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ks will reniember, and have a ſpecial care ts 
' qbfervethat holy reft, andapply it ro. rhe 


q 
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 viour, and the coming down of the: Holy 


+ nal Salvation, I will weekly obſerve and 


»- of 
<f 


(i 15 o 


per formatice/of: more. haly. duties, converſe 
with my God, and prepare my felffor that 
eternal ſabbath, and fu!t communzorr with 
.him;which he hath promited- and prepared: 
'tO a wg his people in the-place of 
eternal glory. Andtceing he hach granced 
me fix days for: my 'wordly butinets, and 
fecular imployments, IL wilt endeavour in 
that time fo to orcer and difpacch my beft- 
neſs, that L may nothe diftracted in his fer- 
vice upon that day which he hatch: appro- 
priated ro himſelf. and ina peculiarmanner 
awade his own,” And 1 will have #care- not 
only«o: reft and fanciife chat. time in:mine 
-ownxerſon, but I willcommand-tucl-asare 
under my power, andufe all. means to caute 
them both torelt and ſanflube ar with (me. 
And; ſeeivg according: to the Golpel the 
firſt day. of the week 1s honoured, bleſted; 
hallowed by: the Reitrreftion of my Sas . 


Ghoſt, upon both which depends our eter- 


fanctife that day: in remembrance of-the 
great benefits of Redemption by Chriſt,and 
of ſanctificaticn by the Holy Cheſt, andof 
taking. down the partition-wall and. the 
{hadows- of Moſes Lav, the body and. fubs 
 ſtancewhereot is Chrilt- Ame by the ob» 
ſervation 


900 
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ſervation of this time, I will renounce all 
Heatheniſm, Mahumetiſm, and” Judaiſm 4 
and-reitifie my fe!f a Chriſtian believing: im 
Chriſt already come. This day I will not 

neglect or _— by idleneſ[s or any works, 
and fo profanely miſpend it to the dithonour: . 


of my God, and the hindrance of: my -Sal- * | 


vation. As for works of neceſlity; of charity 
towards man or beaſt,or ſuchas tend to the 
{anRification of the day, I will take libert 
to do them according as my 'God hath al- 
lowed ; neither will I negle& thoſe ſolemn 
times of prayer and thankigiving appointed 
by Eccleliaſtical and Civil Authority for the © 
publick ſervice of God. And I ſhall ac- 
count the free and quiet enjoyment of theſe 
holy times, and the Communion of Saints 
to be a great bleſſing. | 


5. Next unto my God, E-muſt love my [8 


Neighbour, made in his image, and re- 
deemed with the precious blood of Chriſts 
and I muſt love him as my ſelf. Theſe are 
natural Parents, civil Powers, and Magi- 
ſtrates in the State, Miniſters in the Church, 
and all ſuch as God hath ſet over us for our { . 
good.Thelſe I promiſe to reverence and ho- 
nour according to their exce}lency anddig- 
nity; I will ſubmit unto their lawtul power, 


obey their juſt commands, and give them  FÞ 


and all others my ſuperiours due reſpe&t 


"according to their places. If I my- ne 
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34 be eicher Father, or -Mother, or Maſter, 
g- or Magiſtrate, or Miniſter, Tutor, Guar- 
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and” Governour, I will -endeavour 
in theſe ſeveral relations to do my duty 


$ and ſeek the good. of theſe that ſhall- be 
4 , under my power, and\committed to my 
7 © charge. T will riot diſhonour, or difobey, 
4 orreliſt, and rebel againſt my lawful Supe- 

\. riours; neither will I -be dious unto 


them, nor vex and diſcomfort them, bur 
ſo carry my ſelf towards them, as I deſire 


my inferiours to carry themſelves towards _ 
me, that ſo my-God may bleſs me in that © 
- place of my pilgrimage where he hath ap- 


pointed me to live and ſojourn on Earth. 
For I know that upon the performance' of 


-. theſe duties, according to the promiſe of 


God, the qogee and welfare of Family, 
Church, and State, and all other Societies 


do much depend; andthat God will curſe 


and puniſh all diſobedient, rebellious, and 
unthankful wretches, and ſuch as envy, de- 
{piſe, mock, diſhonour, vex diſcomfort their 
betters. : 
6. I will put away all wrath, anger, vio- 


Þ lent paſhon; and will beware of all quar- 


rels, diſleations, batteries, wicked thoughts, 
words, deeds ; all ſecret plots, deſigns, and 
enterpriſes which may any ways prejudice 
or endanger the life, limbs, ſafety, health 
of my Neighbour. 1 will abhos batred, 
malice, 
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malice, purpoſes toi revenge my_ ſelf, and 
endeavour to keep my 1elf innocent and -+ | 
free evety way from the innocent;-blagd!- *' 
of others, eyen of mine enemies. I will | 
neither be principal or. acceflory, ' either 
by negle&or doing any thing againſt any 
mans life. Fhe health, peace, ſafety, . * 
life and blood of my Neighbour ſhall be - 
as precious to me as mine own. I will»; 
be patient, meek, loving, kind, -peace- | 
able, ready to-be. reconciled, forbear, fuf- 1} 
fer long, forgive, and. every lawful. way 
ſeek topreſerve and keep the: life. of my- 
Neighbour as mine Own; —12608 

7, I will abhor all leud, wanton, unchaſt 
thoughts, purpoſes, words, deeds; geb-. Þ 
ruces,, appare), baoks, immodeſt compa» *.F. 
ny ;, all adultery, whoredom, fornication, - * 
incelt, a11d eoher kinds of uncleannefs. - } © 
And becauſe. idlene(fs, glotrony, drunken» 
ne6, and ail other kind' of inremperance 
gwe advantage to the: Devil to tempt us to 
tits (11; therefore I will take heed of thern, 
and all other things which may be .caufes 
and occaſions of the | ſame: Marriage with 
me thall-be honourable, 2nd. the aye 
 bedundefiled. My thoughts, words, de 
geftures and cartiage thall*be: chaſt ;, and, 
ſeeing my. body being redeened with a 
price; ſhouldbe'a member-of Chrilt, and 
the Fervple 0: the Holy Ghott, I wal mt 

cue 
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C ©, in marriage or 
el 2 eh, Toh ek any ſr 
in Ig and & bring the judgments of 


God-upon me 
'8. God hath made the Earth and 


che thereof, givea it tothe Sons of 


men, eth {ſeth of theſe 
goo xe pla him; maketh 


rich and. poor, and to 'fmen ſome- 
; 35a 


that- is ju ſy wa: I do there- 
ore renounce all unjuft thoughts, words, 
deeds, which tend unjuſtly to endammage 


. -and: impair the. eſtate of my Neighbour. 
Y Lwill ndicher by fraud or force, fecret| ;5 


openly take away or detain. that whic 
agothers right. 1 will not be unjuſt to vg 
man, nor unmerciful unto the poor, the 


87 c* facherlefs, the widow, or any that are in 


need, and cangot help themſelves; ; 0g 
will endeavour. to deliver them out 

hand of ſach as do © preſs them. Andrhat 
L may oe free from t d {in [- ns; £5 
will than: idleneſs and prodigal courſes, 
and vain and unnecellary expences. [I will 


if Rpt be coverous, and uſe any unlawful 
- means to enrich my ſelf ; neither will I be 


1mproyident, or unbelieving, or immode- 
rately, orinordingtely care al. I will not 
be unjuſt- or unfaithful in my contradts, 


 . £QMMerce, and dealing wath other men 
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© nor careleſly waſte my eſtate by gaming,” 
unneceflary law-ſuits or-rath ren 4 
promiſe to be juſt; honeſt} faithful in all my 
dealing, give every mary. his due; reſtore 
that which is unjuſtly taken away, with- 

Hold no mans goods truſted in my hands. 

I will rather loſe than gain to the wrong 

and damage of another man. I will -rior 

only be juſt, but merciful and charitable to 
the poor and needy, and-efpecially-to the 
indigent and perſecuted Saints of God,' and 
ro them I will be liberal according to mine 
ability. Iwill be \reful that God, the 

Church, the State, and every private per- 

{on may have their due. And that I be not 

tempted to injuſtice, I will painfully labour 

in ſome honeſt way that I may maintain 
me and mine ; and will be frugal, mode- 
rately ſparing, provident, and uſe juſt and 

lawful means of getting and- keeping a 

competent eſtate. I will be content with 

lictle, and truſt in God for theſe earthly 
neceſlaries. 

'* 9. God hath appointed iri'all Common- 
Wealths Courts of Judicature, to relieve 
the oppreſled, right ſuch as are wronged, 

puniſh offenders, and rightly judge all 
caufes, and determine all * controverſies, 

And the-end of all judgment is juſtice; and 

one means, and the (ame principal, tending 

to that end, is evidence, which often de- - 

' ' pends 


pends * upon witneſſes ; therefore I prs- 
miſe neither as Party, Plaintiff, or, Defen- 
dant,” nor as Witneſs, nor-Juror, nor* So{- 
licitor, nor Atrorney, not Advocate, nor 
"pra nor Judge, nor. Regiſter, t5 

ule men to believe 2 acwhich is falſe, 


conceal the trath, oppoſe a juſt cauſe, or 


by forgery, negle&, infidelity, out of ma- 


lice, fear, favour, parriality, covetouſne(s, 


20 about to hinder or perverc. juſt ' judg- 
ment. I will endeavour to diſcover the 
truth, 'to oppoſe the unjuft cauſe of a 
friend, promote the juſt cauſe of an enemy 
or ſtranger. 1 will uſe all means both by 
my (elfand others to do whar I can, to rake 


away all needleſs and unjuſt delays, helþ 


the helpleſs, -punith offenders, right the in- - 
nocent, and endeavour to my power ''that 


Juſtice and judgment may have. a free, paf- 


ſage and flow down like a mighty Atearn. 


'Twill pray. for juſt Judges; and-for.'inregrr- 
ty in all fuch as a&R in Judicial proceed- 


ings. : ay 
ro. Many times it- falls out that my 


- Neighbour hath ſach things as I want, or 


ſomething better than Thave-; is in a bet- 
ter condition-thanT,am, and in proſperity, 
whenlI am in adverfitw; and then ſuch is, 
or may be the corruption of my heart and 
ſelf-love, that I begin to enyy him, and co- 
yet that which is duly his, and I have -no 
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rightunto. And out of this envy, and co- 
veting that which is another mans, much 
wickedneſs, if not ea) may be com- 
mitted, therefore I promiſe and vow by 
the help of Gods grace to mortifie and 
ſuppreſs betimes theſe envious thoughss, 
and unjuſt coverings, will be content with 
mine own eſtate though poor and mean ; 
I .will neither envy anothers pros 
nor rejoice in his Adverſity.But I will love 
my Neighbours as my ſelf, rejoice with 
them-that do rejoice,and mourn with them 
that mourn, and will be inwardly touched 
with their miſery.I will ſeek their temporal 
and. exeroal ood,relieve mine enemies; do 
good for eviland overcome evil with good, 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe me, bleſs 
chem. that curſe me, think none evil, and 
Hhavecharitable thoughts till I have evidence 
of the truth to the contrary I will endeavour 
to.reformſuch as do amiſs,and wander out 
of the right way. I will do all the a&ts and 
good offices of love, and will not do any 
Juing contrary to true love and charity. 
hus I will love, not only my private but 
my publick Neighbour, and I will not deny 
itto ſtrangers or enemies: and out of this 
love will endeavoug to do as I . would. be 
done unto, and be perfe&t as my heavenly 
Father is perfect, and follow the: example 

of my deareſt Sayiour, 
Theſe 


| 
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Theſe are the moral Laws of my Savi- 
our, which by my Baptiſm I am bound to 


_ obſerve. By them I underſtand my fins to 


be many, and-grievous, and my {elf guilty, 
and liable not only to temporal but erernal 


puniſhments; even the regenerate Chil- 


dren of God cannot obey them perfe&ly ; 
but have their failings, and ſometimes grie- 
voully fall, ſo that by the works of the law 
no man living can be juſtifhed ; yet this is ” 


' my comfort, that my Saviour by ſuffering 


for theſe my ſins, hath made them pardo- 
nable, and the puniſhments . deſerved b 
them avoidable. [And he not only dye 
for mine offences, but roſe again for my 
juſtification, makes interceſſion in heaven; 


- and pleads his blood for all penitent fins 


ners. Theſe things I verily believe; and 
according to this belief I rely upon my Sa- 
viours propitiation and interceſſion ; and 
renewing daily. my ſupplications before 
the throne of grace, hope to obtain remil- 
fion of all my fins againſt this Law and his - 
other commands. I acknowledge it a great 
unſpeakable mercy, that my God hath 
made fiith and not perfe& obedience the 
condition of life, As this law doth dif- 
cover my (ins, ſo it is a Rule of my life z 
and as I will renew my repentance daily 
and ſeek remiſſion of (in paſt, fo I will 
daily prey for the ſanctifying -power of his 
G 3 Spirit 
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Spirit to write theſe Laws more and more 
in-my heart, to ſtrengthen me againſt alt 


temptations, enable me- to obſerve them * 


willingly and with delight; beſeeching 
him to accept my poor-endeavours, and to 


look upon me as waſhed in the blood of my 


Saviour, 

There is another poſitive and ceremonial 
Law of my Saviour, which I by Baptiſm 
am bound to obſerve together with theſe 
morals; and that is the Sacrament of 
the Euchariſt, vchich is to be Celebra- 
ted by all-Chriſttans to: the worlds end, 
in remembrance of the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
death. Therefore I promiſe with an hum- 
ble, penicent, and believing heart tocome 
unto this heavenly Table, when I am in- 
vited and called to eat the bleſſed Bread 
in remembrance of my Saviours body, 
which was broken and offered for me, and 
drink of the blefled Cup in remembrance 
of his blood, whereby the-New Covenant 
is confirmed, as being ſhed for the remiſh- 
on of *my {1ns. And-as my God by his 
Miniſters giving this Bread and. this Cup, 
doth ſeal and confirm anew his premiſes 
unto me, to ſtrengthen my: faith and hope; 
{o I will by receiving theſe Eleinents accor- 
ding to the firſt inſtitution, ſolemnly re- 


new and confirm my engagement for the - 
performance of the conditious of the Co- 


venant, 
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yenant, and thereby I will teſtiftie my union 
with the Church, my charity to all, my 
thankfulneſ(s ro Chriſt, and will never for- 
get his unſpeakable love to . my poor ſoul, 
manifeſted in his ſacrifice of everlaſting 
vertue, and will hope according to the m- 

' tegrity of my heart, though my failings be 
many, that he will increaſe my graces aud 
heavenly comforts upon the receiving of 
the ſame. | 


—— 
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Chap. 8. 


Of Prayer, bne of Chrifts Commandments. - 


Set. Payer 2 duty required in the 
moral Law of God, elpecially as 

it 15 underſtood Evangelically : and is to be 
uſed both by every Chriſtian both in private 
and publick, and alſo by the--univerſal 
Church whilſt Militant on Earth, until ic 
become triumphant in Heaven, when all 
prayers ſhall be turned into praiſes, and 
petitions into thankſgiving. Its a part of 
Gods worlhip both moral and ritual; for _ 
neither Word nor Sacraments can be 
rightly. diſpenſed without. it: and- this is 
the reaſon why takes up {o great a part 
of our Liturgies and Forms of yu! UP. 
To pray -alwaies'is one of Chriſt Com- 
G4. mandments,. - 
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mandments, and without prayer we can 
neither obſerve his Commandments, nor 
perſevere in our profeſſion ; becauſe with- 


ur prayer we cannot expect: grace, which 


is neceſſary to enable us rodo both. And 
becauſe it is a continual, a neceflary, and 
an excellent piece of fervice, I intend to 
ſpeak of it more particularly and diftinaly. 
And ter order fake I will, 
I. Premiſe ſome generals. 
. Expound the Lords Prayer. 
. Reduce the matter of ir into a form 
of Prayer. - | 
. Prayer may be deſcribed thus. It's a 
om of God's Worthip wherein. we. repre- 
ent our minds unto God. Asitis a part of 
God's Worthip, it's to be ranked” atnongſt 


to 


Ja 
I 


— 


the duties of the firſt Table, and in ſeveral 


reſpe&s to be referred to the ſeveral com- 
mandments of it. Itlooks at God as ſy- 
pream Lord of infinize ahdeternal excellen- 
cy and perfe&tion, as all other religious 
acts do 3 yet it conſiders in God ſome par- 
ticular perfetions more than others, - as 
ſhall be ſhewed hereafter. The more par- _ 
ticular nature of-it is a preſentation of out 
minds to God. -- The matter therefore is 
ſomething in our minds, which we” defire 
and purpoſe to make known to God ; and 
the act of it is the repreſentations of theſe 
to his glorious Majeſty. Ta_ = 
chool- 
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School-men make prayer. to be an-a& of 
the underſtanding, preſuppofing the hears - -- 
firſt affeted with thoſe things-which are 
the matter of our prayers, which were no- | 
thing to purpoſe without the affetion of 
the heart, which may be ſaid to animate 
ve life unto them ; yet we muſt not. 
think that we can inform God ( who knows 
our thoughts afar off ) of any thing which, 
he is ignorant of Therefore the intention 
of prayer isnot only to honour him, but to 
moveand affe& him with the matter re- 
comme ve This is the nature of prayer- 

rgely taken, ſo as to include in one: cons 
tinued Speech, Petition, Praiſe, Thankſpiv- 
ing- Therefore Praiſe. and Thankſgiy- 
ing are ſaid to be parts of Prayer, which 
in reſpe&-of the repreſentation of our 
minds 15 ſaid to be a peaking unto God 
and - a conference with him : For. in all 
theſe we addreſs our ſelves to God, ap- 
proach” to his Throne, and: expreſs our 
minds unto him, and popr- our hearts out: ; 
before him. Petition aſcends, merciesde- 
fcend, praiſe and thankſgiving are return- 
ed unto. him again, Prayer ſtrialy raken, 
iSan humble mga of our petition 
unto God as able and as willing to effet 
them. This may be made either unto. | 
a falſe God or the true God+ and: to. the. | 
true God either according-to the. Law. of; 

G5 Nature, | 


 - 
Nature, or the: Light of Grace 3 and that 


Ether implicitly in the name of Chriſt as 


Fd 


before his Aſcenfion, or explicitly-asafter. 
They muſt be made eſpecially oy us Chriſti- 
ans in the name of Chriſt, who by his blood 
bath ſatisfied. Gods juſtice, made him pro- 
pitious; the. Throne of grace acceſſible, hath 
merited. a!l mercies, promiſed to be our 


Aavocate; and to ſollicite our cauſe in hea- 
ven, .. and procure for us whatſoever we. 


askin his name. They muſt alſo be made 


by., the Spirit, who alone doth ſanCtify vs }.. 
and qualifie our hearts for this duty, and 
enables us to performit fo as that it may -. 


be effeQtual, and when- we know not how, 
tp: pray as we ought, he ſtirs up in us ſighs, 
and groans,.. which cannot be uttered 3 by 


which he makes interceſſion forus to the- 


Father, who not only . underftands theſe 
dark: expreffions, but is-much moved and 
affected with them : So that a Chriſtian ef+ 
fectual prayer.is a preſenting -of our peti- 


tions. to God the Father, in the name of -. 


Chrift,. by the Spirit: And how powerful 


muſt that prayer be which is .offered to the - 


&, in the name of, his-Son, by the 
pqwer-and grace..of his Spirit? A prayer 
may be-made inwardly in the ſoul, without 
any.,words-of, the Mouth, and jt may be fo 
g liked as +to- prevail very much with 
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Ir naybe.made outwardly, and that with- 


out any underſtanding, ſenfe and inward” 
affeion -._ and this is' but-a Carkaſe'o& 
prayer, and not- regarded of God, though 
delivered in moſt excellent expreſuors, 
nge 


and asit. were in the language © 


This outward prayer.whether faid or {ung, 
in Proſe or Verle, if made in publick or 1n ' 
company, muſt be: in a language, and in 
terms . more eaſily underſtood by the peo- 
ple with whom wepray, that they may 
ſay Amen, which they cannot, if they un- 
derſtand not. And though they under- 
ſtand, yet if their heart be not affected 
with the matter, and rightly diſpoſed to- - 
wards God, its tono purpoſe. For all out- 
ward prayer ſhould be joyned with the in- 
ward, and iſſue from an heartrightly diſpo- 
ſed. A proper of a Faghteans man may {ome- 
times. be meffeftual, becauſe its not made - 
by him as righteous. 

Se#, 2. Thele things concerning prayer in 
general obſerved, I proceed unto the Lords 
prayer ; we find many particular prayers, 
praiſes, and thankſgivings in the Scripture, 
and many forms both for publick and pri- 
vate devotion taken out of this bleſſed 
Book ; yet all theſe ſeem to-be but ſo ma- 


ny branches of that excellent form, - which 


our Saviour taught” his Diſciples, wherein 
he. contracted the. ſubſtance oi all lawfu! 
Prayers *-.. 


% 


x ,436)- et 
| prayets, and that inan excellent method: 
[ Ws taught and preſcribed in the days of 

humiliation and was ſuitable unto their 


pH” light and. condition. For herein 
e 


gives no direQtion how to ask any 


thing in his name : and the reaſon was, he 
was not yetglorified, nor made Advocate 
general in heaven, nor poſſeſſed of his glo- 
rious Sangre. This may ſeem to be inti- 
mated in that petition, Thy Kingdom come. 
For then to him and ſo to them it was to 
. come. In it we may obſerve. 
1. TheEntrance or Preface. 
2. The Body and Matter. 
Fl The Concluſion. | 
n the entrance we may take notice of 
p 1, The parties who muſt perform this 
uty, 
2, The parties for whom L Prayet muſt 
3. Theparty to whom be made. 
+ The qualification of the Prayer it 
elf. 
- 1, The parties who myſ} - perform this 
duty, zre perſons living on Earth; who 
have nor loſt their intereſt in-God, . upon 


i . whom all and every one depends ; and out 


neceſſities, are many and great, and prayer 

is Ordained as a means whereby all chings 

\ we need may be obtained, and that more 
certainly, becauſe we have a Promiſe. 

Befides its an univerſil Command, __ all 

cn 
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Men te bound in that reſpe& to pray, and. 
by. prayer to worſhip and glorifie God,. 


| For by it we acknowledge that God is the 
* ſupreme Lord, the fountain of all goods, 
ly to 


the Father of Mercies, willing | 

ve us what we need 5 ant that we are mi- 
erable and indigent perfons, and that God 
is no ways bound to reheve us or ſupply our 
watits, but only he promiſed to hear and 


4 help, andthis promiſe_was freely made. 


Soine will not pray, ſome cannot ; forme 
can pray, but not eftecually ; yet all thefe 
are bound to pray. and therefore theirfirt of 
miſery muſt be very great. ME 466 
2. The perſons for whom we muſt pray, 
are our ſelves and all others, who are capa- 
ble of any benefit by our prayers. For we 
are directed to fay, ( Owr Father ) ahdin 
this word (Our ) we include our (elvesati 
ortiers too. As we mult love our” Newphr- 
r as our ſelves, fo we moſt pray for out 
Neighbour as for our feives. And by Neighz 
bour' we muſt underſtand, rot only or 
Acquaintance and Friends bw rangers 
and Enemies. For we muſt ay 1 On 
which ow pgs uſe ns. - So Chriſt pray 
ed for {uch-as did Crucife him ; ſayings 
Father, forgive them, for they krow t10t what 
they do; yet as we mult loveſothertiore then 


- - others, fo we muſt pray' more eſpecially 


for ſome then others, moſtof all for the 
Church 


| (152) | 

Church and our perſecuted Brethren. For 
Chriſtian charity. in- our prayers doth en-; 
hg ſelf, and abhors partiality and'ſelfs 
ove. 

- 3. The .perſon to whom we muſt pray, 
15 God, and God as our Father in heaven. 
Father is a word of power and pity ; -Fa- 
ther in heaven is a term of ſupreme power: 
and infinite pity. And if all the power and 


ity of all Fathers, even the beſt, were uni- 


Pi 

ted in one, yet all werenothing to the pity. 
and power of our. God. This Father lo- 
ved us, and gave his Son for us, when we 


were Enemies, and called us, when we were 


dead in Sins and 'Treſpaſles ; greater love 
never was manifeſted to any creature, and 
pre love to. any«creature there cannot 

. And how much muſt he love us, when 
once we begin to love him as our God ! 
What cannot a Father in heaven, what will 
not a father in Chriſt do for his Children > 
ſeeing in him meet in one, power, and Pits 
might and mercy, greatneſsand goudnels, 
which include all his perfe&tions. Thus 
we muſt conceive of God,-to whom we ad- 


dreſs our ſelves, to whom we dire& our 


prayers L 

4. The qualifications of prayers are ma- 
ny. I. One is faith, whereby we believe 
that he is preſentin all placesat all times; 


hears all prayers, knows all thipgs, and _ 
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- what heart we pray; - that he is juſt, hols 


wiſe, of infinite goodneſs, and unſpeaka 


mercy 'in Chriſt, who makes interceſſion + 


for us in heaven, that his power is Altnigh- 
ty, . and his dominion over all things is {u- 
preme. .2. -In.reſpe& of his infinite and e- 
ternal. exce]lency and, ſupreme dominion 

we. muſt come into his preſence with 1 


Humility and reverence, adoring his eternal 


Majeſty. 3. As he is holy, we muft be ho- 
ly, and draw near with pure and upright 
hearts. 4. As he is juſt, we muſt petition 
for juſt things. -5- As he is a father, we 
muſt be obedient--Children. 6.” As he is 
full of love, ſo we muſt pray in charity and 
loye towards others, Z As he is Almigh- 
ty and Almerciful in Chriſt, in whom he 
hath promiſed all things z we muſt pray in 
greateſt. confidence: 8. Becauſe our ne- 
ceſfity .is. great, and we- ſeek. great and 
neceſſary things from him, ſo we muſt be 
inſtant, importunate, wraſtle with him, and 
not let him bequiet.till he hear, help, and 
bleſs us. | 

See, Fl In the body of the prayer we 
muſt obſerye the Method and excellent or- 
der, to which be hath reduced all matters to 
be prayed for. Tounderſtand this, we maſt 
conſider that he hath made* two general 
heads and: parts of petition : the - 2. Of 


{pplication, the 2, Of deprecation. Fn 
| EF: 


a 


ho 
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the firſt Article of our Creed, and promite 
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juſtly defire . In the latter we ſeek delive- 
tance from all evil, whereunto we are ſub- 
je&- The good we pray for is ſpiritual or 


temporal ;. the ſpiritual reſpe&s Gods glo- 
ry in I, ( Hatowed be thy Name ) or our ſpi- 


ritual happineſs in the oo of his King- 
dom. 2. In doing of his will. Temporaſ 
g00d we pray for, when we ſay, Give us 
this day our daily Bread, Deliverance from 
evil is two fold, either from fin or afflicti- 
on. The evil of fin is either guilt of ſin paſt, 
or temptation to ſin in time to come. The 
former we ſeek intheſe words, Forgive ws 
our treſpaſſes as we forgive them who treſpaſs 
againſt u, The latter in theſe, Lead as nor 
into Temptation, Deliverance from evil we 
pray for when we ſay, Deliver us from evil. 

SeF. 4 We begin our petitions with 


theſe words; Hallowed be thy Name;where by 


name we mult underſtand the excellent Ma- 
jelty, and ſupream Dominion of God our 
zeavenly Father 3 in reſpect of which all 
nonour, glory, power and -praiſe are duet to 
him, and ought to be alcribed unto him by 
men and Angels for ever : yer all this @ 
not make him more glorious and exceMent 
then he is in him[elf : for what can beadded 
to chat which.is infinite? This exc#llency and 
ſupream dominion we Ppfofefs to believein 


tQ 


| 


the former we petition for all good we G2 


| 
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to-acknowledge in the firſt commandment 
| of the moral Law. And here wepray for 
the univerſal acknowledgement in the firſt 
Petition 3 .for tuch muſt be our reſpect to 
- him, as that above all things his name may 
be glorified : therefore in theſe words-we 


| | pray that his name and ſupream excellency 


may be manifeſted more and more both by 
i -his Ordinary and Extraordinary works of 


Y creation and providence z and alfo by tis 


-blefled word, eſpecially by. the Getpel of 
Chriſt- 2. That being manifeſted tous and 
to all others, »it may be more and more 
Clearly known. 3. That being known, we 
and all others may acknoivledge ir, arid fub- - 
mit with all our hearts to him as fupream 
Lord ; and chat he may be glorihed m the e- 
rernal deſtruction of {ſuch as will not ho- 
nour him as ſupreamLord.In theſe words we 
pfay againſt all Acheifſm, Idolatry, Profane- 


! nels, Rebellion, Apolialie, and the ulurpath- 


on of divine powet- ; 

2. Wepray, Thy Kingdom rome, whete 
| we have 1. A kingdom. 2. The coming 
of it- 3. A petition for the coming of it... 


| Gods Kingdom is two-fold, 1. Qniverfal 


and general over all. -2.. Speciat over mets. 
The latter here is meant; this ſecond King> 
dom reſpecrs Men as ſinful and ready: to-pe> 


) riſhz yet as having ſome hope of Salvati-. 


Chriſt 4 


on- by the Redemption of Jetus 
Ne there-. 


(156) 
therefore its the kingdom of God,..Redees 
mer, looking upon Man as firſt redeemed, 
and fo ordainable unto everlaſting ſalvation: 
for ſinful Mans happineſs begins in Gods 
love, which moved, him togive Chriſt to - 
death for the Expiation of our fins : for this 
was the laying the foundation of Erernal 
Life. The coming of this Kingdom is the 
exerciſe of his power to make redemption |. 
effectual ; for then this kingdom comes to - 
any perſon or perſons, when God Redee- 
mer begins to reign by hisWord and Spirit, 
and by them al men torepentance and 
faith. The end whereat this government 
aims 1s the ruine of all enemies, and the e- 
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ternal peace of all ſuch as ſhall- ſabmit un- 


to his power, and continue to be loyaland 
obedient ſubjects. Thus: God did-alwayes 
reign fince the firſt promiſe of Chriſt made 
unto 4dam, but this reign advanced and 
became more glorious after that Chriſt was 
ſer at the right hand of God, ſent down 
the Holy Ghoſt, revealed the Goſpel, and ] 
1 ſhall be: conſuramate-when all enemies - 

ſhall be ſubdued, and Gods choſen Saints 
fully and for ever glorified. Some make 
two degrees of this Government ; the firſt 
of grace, . and the ſecond of glory.: The 
one begins with- our firſt .conyerſion, the. 
other with the reſurrection. In this peti- « . 
tion therefore we do not ſeek of God the 
coming 


(157) 
coming of Chriſt, nor the conqueſt of Sin; 


| and Satan uponthe Crols,- nor of death by 


his reſurrection, nor his exaltation to the 
right hand ef God, nor the beginning of 
hits reign: for all theſe are paſt. Bur we 

ay that our heavenly Father would, .Send 
Is Miniſters with the Goſpel, and the 
power of his Spirit into all nations, who 
fit in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, and 
contrive the means of converſion to all 
people who enjoy them, and in particular 


tous. 2. Fhat he would make theſe-means 


effectual to the converſion of many. 
3. That he would juſtihe, ſan&ifie, ado 


'-all ſuch as are converted. 4. That he would 
* do theſe things more and- more till he hath 


{ubduedattfinin them. 5. That he would 
haſten to ſubduedeath, the laſt enemy, by 
the reſurre&tion, and the laſt change of 
mortal bodies. 6. That all enemies bein 

conquered, . he may reign perfealy, an 

that when Chriſt hath delivered up the 
kingdom, God may beal!l in all his Saints, 
and give them perfe& holineſs, full joy, 
and peace everlaſting. 7. That he would 
by degrees, and at laſt totally and finally 
deſtroy all the power of Satan, Sin, Death, 
wicked Men, which oppoſe our Salvation” 
and Eternal Peace. The principal thing de- 


} . ſired is firſt eternal life,then all means which 


condyceunto the end. The priechal ener 
0 
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of this Government is deſtruction of Re- 'Þ 


belsand Enemies, and the converſion and 
ſalvation of his People. To this head may 


be referredall Petitions for theguine of Ba-- MS. 
bylon and Antichriſt, perſecuting Enemies, -- 


boch open and ſecret, for good Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, and Goveryours in Church and 


rate ; for powerful preaching of the Gol- 


Sg 
pel, for good diſcipline, and due admini- 
ration-of the Sacraments : and: here 1s. to 


be obſerved, thac the more his Kingdom- / 
 comes,. th? more his name is haltowed and 


glorified. | 

3. Yet becauſe no man can enjoy the 
benefits, peace, and priviledges 'of any 
Kingdom, tho never fo- excellent, except 
be will ſubmit unto the power of the 
Prince, obſerve his Laws, and do his will 3 
therefore that we may attain'to the eternal 


peace and felicity of this Kingdom, we 


pray-that the will of our heavenly Father 
may be done ; where we have, 

I. The will of Gad. 

2. The doing of ir. mw 

3. The manner or pattern. of doing. 


4. The thing petitioned: for in theſe 


words, F-:, 
r. The will of God is ſometimes his de- 
cree, ſometimes his command, or law ; this 
will here intended is not his decree, but his 


hw : the matter of the decree 1s Eng 
al 
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that God will do; the matter of -the com- 


| mand is ſomething that:man muſt do : and 


_- 
| - 

| 

£ 
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the effe& of this will once fignified, is the 
obligation of man unto obedience, orupon 
diſobedience unto puniſhment : and by this 
will here is meant the Laws of God Re 
deemer in force under the Goſpel : .. And 


{ theſe Laws by ſome are reduced to repen- 


tance, faith, obedience to Gods Laws, con- 
rinued after.our firſt faith - and converſion: 


' and this according tothe parts of the vow 


made.in Baptiſq” All well ordered King- 
dons have their Laws,which all ſuch as will 
be admitted ſubjefts, or will receive pro- 
tection and enjoy the.. priviledges of that. 


Czovernment, mult oblerve. And {0 it is in 


_ the Kingdom of God Redeemer; and theſe 


Laws are moral, yet Evangelically under- 
ſtood, or politive and ceremonial. The 
moral gre fundamencal or ſuperſtructiye. 


The fundamental is chat which. requires 


' ſabjetion and fealry ro. the Soveraign 


Chriſt Jeſus, and ſubmiſſion to his-power 3 
the {uperſtructive are (vuch Laws moral as 


- are grounded upon this ; ſuch afe all the 


Commandments following the hrit. And 


i, whereas ſome underſtand this will a5: well 
- of the Executive will, as the Legiſlative ; 
at proper, though true in ſome 


e. 
2. To do this will, doth preſuppole that 
the 


” A <3 


the Laws be publiſhed, 'and *rhat by the 


fame the will of God be made known, 


thatnone butſuch as are negligent -or wit 
fil,” maybe ignorant. This being preſup- 

ſed, 1. We muſt have a certain know- 
ledge of the Will of our heavenly Farther. 
For if in every ation of a man, as he is a 
man and a rational creature, knowledge 
be requilite and neceſſary, much / more 
in this obedience. To do that which 


is commanded by God, and not to know . 


it's Gods command, is no obedience unto 


God. 2. Afﬀeer this Will is once known, 
there muſt be a free and full conſent and 


ſtedfaſt reſolution for to conform unto it, 
and that not only becauſe the commands of 


Godare juſt, and holy, the doing them 1s 
pleaſing unto him, and beneficial unto 


man ; but for this very reaſon, becauſe we'-'Þ 


know them'to be the commands of God. 


3. Becauſe neither of theſe can be done | 


except we renonnce 'our own COncelts, 
imaginations, luſts and corrupt inclinations 
of our own hearts ; therefore we muſt re- 


ſign up our underſtandings to the wiſdom, 4 


and our own wills wholly to the Will -of 
God. 4. This doing doth not ſtay and'reſt 
in knowledge and good afftetion, but mult 
proceed to endeavours, and if our power 
- fail not; to the doing, proſecuting and fi- 
niſhing of the things commanded : for 
our 


| 
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our obedience ſhould reach to the full mea- 


- ſbre of the command. 5 This will is ob- 
- ſerved, not only. in doin 


g 800d, 'but in 
ſyffering/-evil, and that with patience and 


" thankfulneſs. 6. We muſt ſubmit unto the 


executive will of God, and be content 
therewith, even then when the works of 


; Gods-providencedo croſs as, 'and ſeem to 


be contrary-to his Laws. '-For© they. may 


; ſeem ſometimes to be ſo, though they -ne- 


| 


lar Motion, according to an order preter- 


ver are (0; yet they may be above theſe 


| Laws, and beyond the reach-of our under- 


' ſtanding. No man can dothis will by na+ 


ture except -he- be regenerate by grace. 


And becauſe our knowledge is imperfe&t 
- at thefirſt, and our ſpiritual ability poor 


therefore we muſt improve them more an 


3 more. 


3. The manner how this will muſt be 


| performed, and the meaſure of our - obedi- 
ence, is expreſſed by a pattern given us in 


heaven. For we are'tanght to pray, Thy 
will be done on Earth as it 1s in Heaven, This 
implies, that God hath Subjects in Heaven. 
2, That theſe do his will more perfectly. 


' 3. That we muſt follow this Example, and 
aim at that perfection. Theſe Subjects 


are not the Stars and Lights of Heaven as 


ſome do underſtand the words: Though 


its rrue that theſe obſerve a conſtant regu- 


red 


red 1n the Creation, and never were Exor- | 
bitant or-{werved from the. rule fince the 
beginning,' -,Only, if God 'd@. commanc | 
them to-ſtand, they ſtand z or go back, they ' 
£0 back ; or withhold their light, they re- | 
aſeto give it. Buttheſe are-not -intelli-. / 
gible creatures or capable of Laws z- yet | 
they may be witneſles againſt us, confound - | 
us, and make us for - ever aſhamed : of our 
difobedience. - Therefore the. words are 
meant of Angels, which are Spirits Iatel- 
letual, and moſt noble creatures, and their | 
Froner place 1s Heaven ; and therefore ſty- | 
| in Scripture the Angels of Heaven. - Of | 
theſe its written, Thar they do Gods Com- 
mnandment s hrarkning to the voice of bis -plen- 
fer, P/al- 103. 20. The perfe&ion of:their 
obedience is in this, that they never finned 
but always obeyed God from the firſt mo- 
-ment- of their creation. They did Gods 
WHEL 12. Always and in all- times. 2 -They 
did itn all things. 3. They did it freely | 
readily, and with joy and delight. 4. They 
<d: tin the higheſt degree of their per- 
fetion, So that their obedience was con- 
_ ant, univerſal, free, and perfe&. This 
example we muſt follow, ſtriving to.attain 
their perfection, though we cannot reach | 
It, and never reſt til] God hath fully fancti- + 
hed us, and made "us perfectly Righteous | 
and Holy as they are. This pattern doth / 
not® 


0163) Bi h 
not exclude that of Saints and Martyrs, 
though ic come ſhort; yet we have a more 
excellent andglorious example of Chriſt, 
which is more perfect than that of theirs, 
becauſe they never denied themſelves, and 
bare the Croſs as he did. 

- 4. In theſe words. 1. We confeſs our 
ignorance, errours, blindneſs, corruption, 
inclination to ſin, averſneſs to good, and 
our impotency, which by nature is ſuch, 
that of our felves we can do nothing. 
2. We prayfor Gods preventing, regene- 
rating, co-operating, aſſiſting, and conſum- 
mating grace, and that he would enlighten 
us, inſpire and {anctifie us ſo, that we may 
clearly underſtand, and effectually do his 
will from our hearts, aiming at his glory. 
3.. That he wonld fanctifie us more and 
more, that we may daily improve our 
knowledge and Obedience. 4. That he 
would ſtrengthen and afhſt us continually, 
that we may perſevere in an univerſal obe- 
dience to the end. This {anctifying grace 
we deſire as merited by Chriſt, to be given 
us by the Spirit 8ccording to his promitle , 
yet , we do not expect itio from him, as 
chough he ſhould do all things, and we do 
nothing z we muſt uſe the means he hath 
appointed, exerciſe the power he hath gi- 
ven us, hearken unto the Doctrine of che 
Goſpel, medcitate in = ſame; and cotmu-. 


1 
ally 
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ally pray for his afſiſtancez we muſt be dili- 


gent, * careful, watchful, continually de- 
pending upon him. To this pefition we 
may and muſt refer al! the prayers of Gods 
Saints recorded in Scripture, wherein they 
{eek of God, knowledge, underſtanding, 
wiſdom, faith, charity and all other heaven- 
ly vertues, with the increaſe of them, and 
Gods perpetual aſſiſtance and direction. And 
though our perfection be very little,our im- 
perfections many, yet we mult deſire and 
I to be perfectly obedient to the 
end. 

4. We pray, Give rs this day our daily 
Bread : In the former part of this form of 
Prayer we ſought of God ſpiritual bleſ- 
{ings, and ſuch as tended: more immediate- 
ly to Gods glory, and our ſalvation : And 
in this we ſue for temporal mercies, and the 
neceſlary comforts of this life, whilſt we 
are ſeekinga better : and the order here 
obſerved by our Saviour doth teach us that 
we mult prefer ſpiritual graces before tem- 
poral bleſſings, and ſeek Gods Kingdom, and 
his righceouſnels firſt : which it we do, we 
ma" more certainly expect our daily Bread, 
according to lus promile. in the words we 
have. 

I- Bread. 

2. Our daily Bread. 

3. This day. 

4. Our 


F 


Copy ct: . 
4. Our petition for this to be given us. 
11. By bread is meant all necetlary com- 
forts of this life, which are given us, that 


- we may more chearfully and freely withotit 


diſtraction ſerve our God, ſeek his King- 
dom, anddo his will. Bread which is the 
ſtaff of Life, and hath great affinity with 
Mans Body, is only namely to fignihe that 
we muſt not ſeek unneceſlary dainries, rari- 
ties, variety, ſuperfluity, and abundance to 
expend them in maintaining our Pride, 
pomp, and pleaſure: Theſe neceſlaries (1g* 
nified by bread are private or publick, tem- 
"—_ Commodities, Goods, Bleflings, 2s 
jealth, food, raiment, houſe, lands cattle, 
and other things whereby Mans lite is pre- 
ſerved ; and allo good government, peace, 
ſealonable and plentiful times, ſafety, quier, 
enjoyment of that we have, and Gods ble(- 
ſing upon our labours. 

2. Our daily bread, that is, the bread of 
our indigency, which we daily wants fo 
the Syriack : our Bread for to morrow, {0 
the Arabick : our Food of every day; {o the 
Ethiopick, our Bread which is neceflary for 
the day. The meaning of all is, that by daily 
bread is meant a competent portion oft necet- 
{aries fit for the preſervation of our lives ; 
ſo that we need not periſh, or be ditraRed 
with fear of want. | 

3. This day, that is the preſent tire of 

H 2 our 


our life, and doth imply that our life is not 
long, -neither muſt weexpe to live many 
dates; and though we-have not proviſion 
beforehand, but from hand to-mouth, as 
the Proverb is, yet we ſhould be content, 
and truſt in God-: we muſt not perplex, or 
diſtra& our ſelves with ay of future 
times, nor promiſe to our ſelves w_y life, 
and torment-our ſouls with needleſs and 
ineffeRual cares, as though we had no faith, 
no Father in heaven, no Intereſt in him, or 
think that he that feeds the Ravens who 
make no proviſion for time to come, nor 
have any thiag laid up in ſtore, will be {0 
carelels of us asto ſee his Children want 
bread, 

4 We in theſe words peticion our hea- 
venly Father to give ns this bread. This im- 
plies, -7. That we have nothing, not ope 
morſel of bread but from our God. 2. 
That he gives us this, and all things nece(- 
ſary, freely 3 we do not deſerve or buy it, 
but beg it at his hands; therefore 1. we 
ſeek it of him by prayer for our ſelves and 
others&:2. That he would continue to pro- 
vide f us till. 3. That he would bleſs that 
wihich he gives, and we poſleſs, unto us ; 
for if he give it not, we have nothing « If 
he continue it not, its eaſily took from us ; 


and tho we be as rich as Fob, yet we may . 


be as poor as he was ina day; have _ 
this 


_ _ — _—  —— 
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. this hour, and have nothing the next ; and 


that our beſt and moſt wholſom food 
without his bleſſing can dous no good. 4. 
We pray that God would deliver us from 
Diſeaſes, fickneſs, famine, nakednels, 
ſword, oppreffion, drought, inundation; 
unſeaſonable times, and all ſuch things as 
deprive us of our daily bread : and becauſe 
we never knew what want of bread is, nor 
ever conltdered how much we depend for 
theſe things upon our God ; therefore we 
{o lictle prize theſe earthly comforts, and 
are unthankful for thefe mercies. - 5. We 
muſt with our prayers labour, and uſe law- 
ful means for the attaining of theſe thingk 
be provident, frugal, liberal, charitable, 
and expend as much as we can ſpare in 
pious uſes: and then that Father who will 
give us Eternal, will ſurely give us Tempo- 
ral bleſſings 3 he that will give us an heaven- 
ly kingdom, will give us earthly neceſlaries; 
and he that hath giver as Chrilt, will with 

him give-us all ung 
5. We pray for forgiveneſs of our (ins in 
theſe words, Forgive #9 our treſpaſſes as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. Here be- 
gins the deprecatory part of this prayer, 
whereby we ſeek deliverance from evil, and 
that which is contrary to our happineſs. 
This kind of prayer is ſometimes joyned 
with weeping, faſting, . complaints, .lamen- 
tations, 
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tations, andconfeſſton of ſins. + The firſt e- 
vil is that of {in paſt, which remains in the 
guilt; for to underſtand this petition we 
muſt con{tder, 
- Treſpaſles. 
2. Our treſpaſles. | 
3. The forgiveneſs of treſpaſles. 
4. The party forgiving. | 
5. The party capable of forgiveneſs. 
. By treſfpaſſes me muſt underſtand fins 
«nd diſobedience to Gods Laws: the word 
which in St. Marthew {igniftes debts. is ex- 
pounded in Luke by a word which. ſignifies: 
{1ns, andall fins are debts: or rather con- 
tract debts: for firſt we owe unto God 0- 
bedience;and by the Law are bound to per- 
form it : but if we pay not this, but prove 
diſobedient, we run into another debr, and 
owe a puniſhment to God ;- and- by the 
ſame law are bound to ſuffer it : for weare 
bound unto obedience by the precept, and 
to puniſhment by the commination of the 
law. When fin is once"paſt, the guilt there- 
of which is an obligation unto puniſhment, 
remains. - The puniſhments which man de- 
ſerves, and God doth threaten, are not 
onily bodily and temporal, * but ſpiritual 
and eterna! ; The reaſon and cauſe why fin 
doth render the ſinner liable to thediſplea- 
ſure of God, and to ſo many ard feartul 


—_ 
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pznalties, not only ofthe loſs of all_ choſe... 


mercies.. 


3} TY 7 


(169) 


mercies God hath promiſed; but of ſuffer-. 
ing of all thoſe evils God doth threaten, is 


becauſe it is ſo bale and vile,and ſo unwor- 


- thy and unbeſeeming {o noble a creature-. 


as man is by Gods creation, that it muſt 
needs offend God,pollute man, and debaſe 
him very much : its contrary to Gods jul- 
tice and holinets, and includes init a con- 
tempt of Gods power and of his law,which 
isa mirrour of wiſdom and righteouſneſs. 
The fins of mien are many, and of different 


ſorts; there is {in original, ſin aRual, ſin. 


of omiſſion, ſin of commiſhon. {in- againſt 


the law of nature, fin azainft the law of * 


grace, and a.great inequality between theſe 
aQual tranſgreſfions; ſome leſs, ſome 
more hainous, and ſuch as may be ſeveral 
ways fearfully aggravated ; and the more 
of will there is in any ſin, the more grie» 
VOUS It 15. 

2. Theſe ins and treſpaſles are ſaid to 
be ( Oars ) ſo that we are chargeable with 
them and puniſhable for - them. For 
though the Devil may tempt us, yet he 
cannot force -us, cannot neceſſirate us. 
Though our wants, defects, and impertecti- 
ons be many, and our” corruptions, what 
by nature, what by cuſtom, be great, yer 
they are ſome ways from our ſelves. 
we make our (elves guilty by content, fo 
that our hearts are the chieteſt ſubject, and 


H 4. alſo - 
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alſocither the ſole, or principal, or acce\- 
fary cauſes of our fins. This conſent ap- 
pears by our continuance in them, or re- 
rurn unto them z and that eſpecially, when 
we contrary to the light of nature, the law 


of God,- and other means and motives of . | 


repentance walk according to the imagina- 
tions and luſts of our hearts. Therefore we 
mult ſay Our treſpaſſes,that we may Charge 
our ſelves, and juſtifie God. 

3. The Forgiveneſs of Sins, the freeing of 
the party ſfinning from the ſad and weful 
confequents of fin, and eſpecially from the 


gwilt,and ſo from the puniſhment ; in. this - 


reſpe& its called remiſſion, or abſolution, 
looſing, becauſe pardon takes away the ob- 
ligation unto penalty. This a& of forgiveneſs 
preluppoſeth firſt, that” fin is pardonable, 
and that without any violation or breach 
of juſtice ; yer according to the rules of 
Gods proceeding with ſinful man, this can- 
not be without ſatisfation made unto di- 
vine juſtice. Therefore God to fignifie 
that he was juſt, and hated fin, yet willing 
to ſhew my to the ſinner, required the 
bloody ſacrifice of his deareſt Son to be 
offered without ſpot unto his eternal Ma- 
jeſty, before he would t that any fin 
of man ſhould be pardonable z and this 


blood muſt be poanded by Chriſt in heaven . 


before he would aRually pardon any. Ny 
ther 
| Lin 
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ther would this blood:ſhed pleaded ber 
accepted for any but ſuch as were peni- 
tent, and believing, and did rely 4 this* - 
fatisfaRion and interceſhon. And this free: 
dom from guilt doth not leave the 
owed _ tha onion s {in, —_ 
1s the greateſt penalty, but is always joined. 
with ſanification of the divine Spirit, 
without which, remiſſion is to little pur- 
pole ; becauſe the root of fin remains, and 
will be a cauſe of new fin,which will make 
man puniſhable again z when man is thus 
pardoned and purified, the greateſt cauſe 
of ſhame, of fear, of grief, is taken away, 
Gods wrath averted, the ſinner reconciled, 
adopted, and in a- ſtate of falvation, of 
peace, and joy, in hope of everlaſting life. 
There is no {in but is pardonable in reſpe&. 
of Chriſt, death, Gods mercy, and the.ge- 
neral promiſe; yet upon impenitency. and * 
unbeliet no fin, not gne leaſt ſhall actually 
be pardoned. There are ſome fins ſo hat- 
nous and ſodirecly contrary to the blood 
of Chrit and the holy Spirit, that'no bene- 
fit can be expected from the blood;nor any, 
hope of.Repentance to be wrought by that 
Spirit, which was never promiſed to renew 
ſuch perlons. Theſeare fins ro death, for 
which we muſt not pray. By forgiveneſs 
we are freed from the eternal puniihment. 
by way of prevention, from preſent” pu- 
H 5 * -  nithment 
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rifhmeat- lying upon us by- way of re- 
wore hich can forgi d 

4. The which can forgive. and to: 
whcm he fe pardon, is God, yet as - 
'  atored and propitiated by the blood of 

- Chriſt. This is proper unto him; for ashe 
- 1sthe ſupreme Law-giver, fo he is the ſy- 
preme Judge, whoſe peremptory- ſentence 
' 1S-irrevocable; from him lies no appeal ; 

who only.knows the hearts of men ſeeking 
pardon, who alone can free not only from 
temporal but eternal puniſhments, and can 
Execute his ſentence to the full; which none 
elſecan do. He may make uſe of mea to 
declare his ſentence, and apply his promi- 
ſes to ſuch as by them being prepared may 
ſeem capable of - pardon ; yet their ſen- 
tence and abſolution on earth: is.. ſo far 
good and valid, as he ſþall ratifte-and make 
it;eftecual in heaven... This abſolution by 
ſome -is ſaid to be -only. declarative, by 
others to be.judicial ; yet if it be paſſed by 
vertue of their commiſſion -and according. 
| to therules of that commiſhon from Chriſt, 
| Its. judicially. declarative. Therefore if 
4. man believe, . Chriſt plead, the-Church ab- 
;; {alve;-and God juſtifie,- who can condemn?.. 
vaho can lay any thing to our charge? 
| 5; The parties who being capable of re- . 
|| miſſion, upon their prayers . thall obtain 
'| -EKcy2 are fach as: being conſcious and oo 
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ſible of their ſins, are grieved, becauſe they - 
have offended God, hate fin, 'loath them- 
ſelves,are willing to amend their lives, con- 
feſs themſelves guilty, offer the facrifice of 
an humble and contrite ſpirit, rely upon the 


Death and Interceſhon of Chriſt, the pro- 


miſe and mercy of God, andare as willing 
to be merciful to their offending Brethren,: 
returning unto them, as they delire God to 
be merciful unto them. Theſe, and only 
theſe, are they who ſhall be wathed in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and juſtifed before the 
throne of God, and being juſtified, ſhall 
have peace with God, and joy in the hope. 
of glory. In theſe words therefore we 1n 
all humility and podly ſorrow, confeſling 
our (ins, and- daily renewing our repen- 
tance, do earneſtly . pray that God for. 
Chriſts ſake would forgive our many and . 
grievous fins, turn away his wrath, receive 
us into favour, look upon usas his children, 
give us joy and comfort, ſeal unto us a par- 
on, by giving us his bleſſed Spirit of con- 
ſolation, and {anctification, that 1ſo we be- 
ing delivered from the terrors of. con(ci-. 
ence, the accuſations of the devil, the dan-, 
ger of hell, and fear of eternal death,. may 
magnifte his mercy, and gloritie his. name. 
for evermore. 
6. We pray, .Lead us not into Temptation, ., 


. but deliver we from evil, . This petitiof..us a-- 


gain(t 
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gainſt fin, and reſpe&ts it as to come, and 
us as in danger to contra new guilt: for as 
before, ſo after our penitent and believing 
Prayers made in this name-of Chriſt, we 
have obtained remiſſion of {in paſt, we may 
be tempted and overcome, and fo {1n again : 
therefore we pray to be delivered from tem- 
ptation, And here we muſt conſider, | 

1, What temptation is. i 

2. What it is to be led into temptation. 

3- What we pray for in theſe words. 

4. What it is to be delivered fromevil. 

1. To rempt in this place is taken inan ill 
ſenſe, and to tempt is to ſollicite and per- 
{wade man to fin, and diſobey the juſt and 
good, and holy Laws of God-: and ſeein 
man- is endued with underſtanding an 
ee-vill, the way is to delude his under- 
anding, and ren his will, by reprefen- 
ting that which is evil as good, and that 
whichis good as evil, and by raking away 
the fear of puniſhment, and promiſing fome 
happineſs to follow, that ſo theunderſtand- 
ing may aflent to that which is falſe, and 
the will conſent to that which is evil. Thoſe 
Tuggeſons are always falſe, and contrary 
to the holy Scriptures ; and -the thing {Per 
ſwaded unto is againſt the Laws of God, 
which always ſhould be- the rule of our | 
thoughts, words, and deeds : So likewiſe” 
the ſwalives and motives are contrary _» 
the 
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the promiſes and the comminations of the 
W And if we be ignorant of the Scri- 
ptures, depraved in our hearts, or raſh and 
» cn L.., _—_—_ will have great 
advantage againſt us. The great tempter is 
the devil, that old ſubtle ſerpent who delu- 
ded our firſt mother Eve, perſwaded her, 
that in uxnlſreſing Gods law, there was 
no fear of death, but certain hope of high 
advancement, as he is ſubtle, fo he is ma- 
licious,- reſtleſs, raging, knows our weak- 
nefs, takes all advantages, and ſeeks our e- 
verlaſting- ruine. Beſides the Devil, there 
are the wicked men of the world, who are 
his agents, who by their evil example, cu- 
toms, laws, promiſes, threats, preferments, 


perſecutions, and many other ways ſeek to 


draw us unto fin: therefore if any perſon 
either fear men more than God, and.tem- 
poral miſeries more than eternal puniſh- 
ments, or love himfelf more than God, and 
the world more than heavenly glory and e- 
ternal life, then a little temptation will ea- 
ty draw ſuch an one into tranſgrefſion. 

eare alſo ſaid ro be tempted in this re- 
ſpet by our own luſt or concupiſence 3 


- for when any :occafion is offered; we are 


ealily moved and overcome. Such is our 
Ignorance and blindnefs, that our under- 
landing is eaſily deladed. Such is the cor- | 
ruption of our wills, that we are caſily pa 

VETtEd. 
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verted. Thys makes vs like tinder, and we 
take fire. at\every ſpark -of - temptation ; 
nay, we are {o vile by natare, that our own 
corruption inclines us unto fin, and ſome- 
times when there is no temptation from 
without, carries us vioiently into iniquity. 

2. Tobeled into Temptation is not meer- 
ly to be tempted, ' but ſomething more ; 
Ge one may be tempted, and yet be in no 
great- danger, becauſe the party tempted 
may beſo armed and prepared, that the” 
temptation may be overcome, and .that 
ſometimes with eaſe : ſo that in ſuch. a caſe. 
there is no. great danger : but one may be 


ſaid tobe led into temptation, when the 


party tempted is weak, or {urprized, or de- 


ſerted, or over-powred, or brought into. 
{uch ſtraits, that there is great fear ofa foil, _ 
and lictle hope of eſcape, . becauſe of the - 


advantage gained by the tempter, and diſ- 
advantage befallen the perſon tempted. In. 


this cale the danger is great, and the tem- 


\ ptation difficult, if not .3mpoſſible to be 0- 
vercome. This is to be brought into the midf - 
of potent enemies, plunged into the depth 
of great waters, and caſt .into the niouth of 
the Lion, and 0 fin is unavoidable. 

3. In theſe words we pray, 1. That God 
would ſo order all occurrences and eveats, 
that we.may not be brought inco ſtraits ; . 
fer.chis pecicion. implics that nothing can , 

COME: 
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£come-to paſs without the. providence of 
God, doing or permitting what he pleaſeth, 
and ordering all events. Wirhour his per- 
miſſion neither man nor devil can tempt usz 
without it Satan could not touch Fob, nor be 
a lying Spiritin the mouth of Abab's Pro- 
phets, nor enter ſo much as into the Herd 
of Swine. And the event of all temptations: 
depends. upon his will. 2. That when we 
are too weak, . he would reſtrain the ma- 
lice and power of Satan. 3. That he would 
not ſuffer us to-be ſecure, and ſo eaſily fur- 
prized.: 4. That he would continually arm 
and- ftrengthen us, that we may not only 
reliſt, but overcome. 5. That he would 
not {uffer us to preſume- upon our own. 
ſtrength, or deſpair of his afliftance. 6. That 
he would not deſerc us in the day of trial 
and great danger. 7. That he. would fo.. 
inflame us with: the zeal of his glory, poſ- 
ſeſs us with the fear of fin and his wrath, . 
and the deſire of heavens glory, that no 
earthly proſperity may much affect us, or 
any. earthly affliftion much dauntus; yet. 


he requires that we acknowlecoge all our 


ſtrength to be from him, that the iflue of 
all temptations depends upon him, thar re- 
nouncing our own ſtrength we truſt in him, 
that we continually watch and pray 3 and 
uſe all means to provide for our ſafety; and- 
when we ſee and conlider.the fall of David, 
Perer, P 
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Peter, and other eminent Saints, how great 


cauſe haye we to fear and be careful ! This: 


muſt be our daily prayer, and our earneſt 
petition. 
4. To deliver usfrom evil may be under- 


ſtood to be a diſtin petition from the for-- 


mer, or part of the ſame. In.the former 
ſenſe evilis not the evil of {finfrom temp- 
tation, but the evil of affliction. And.in.this 
ſenſe we deſire God fo to perfect and bleſs 
us, as either to-prevent the miſeries, trou- 
bles, afflittions, and adverlities, - of the 
world 3 or if we fall into them, that he 
would ſancifie them unto us, for our ſpiri- 
tual good, give us ſtrength to. bear them 
wath patience, and in the end deliver us out 
of them, and haſten that day and time. 
when there ſhall be no ſorrow, pain, cry- 


ing, but eternal peace and joy, when all. 


ſorrow ſhall flee away, and all tears be wi- 
ped from -all  faces,, yet though God by 
theſe doth chaſtiſe and try us, yet the devil 
by them takes advantage to tempt us unto 


many fins, and diſcourage us in the ways of 


godlineſs : So great is.the frailty of man, 


that both in proſperity and adverliity he is in. 


danger, and in both hath need to pray to be 

delivered fromevil : therefore the wiſdom 

of God mixechour joys with ſorrow, and our 
proſperity with adverlity. 

' For thine is the Kingdom, &C, YOM: _ 
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this no of the body, but the concluſion 


» *of the Prayer. We find not theſe words 


in Luke, nor in many Greek, Copies, nor in 


” the Arabick, and therefore it may be 2 


queſtion whether our Saviour added them 
to this form of Prayer or-no : but ſuppoſe 
them to be the words of our Saviour, it's 
doubted whether that be a form of Doxoto- 
, Or contain certain reaſons for to move 
God to hear our petitions,or both. The words 
are found in Scripture, 1 Chror. 29. 11. and 
there uſed in form of a Doxology,and prai- 
ſing of God, which is a part of divine Wor- 
hip, and ſometimes joyned with petition, 
and oftentimes concludes the ſame ; and in ' 
this ſenſe it may be a part of prayer, and fic 
to be uſed when we depart -out of his 
preſence, and take our leave with our hea- 
venly Father. | 
Amen is made the concluſion, and by it 
we {ignifie our deſire, that God would hear 
us, and put his hand and ſeal to ur petitions 
and alſo our joynt conſent in our defires 
with - him, who is the mouth of the people 
praying together ; which implies that we un- = 
derſtand the Prayers made, have attended to 
them, and approve them, and by this word 
make them Our Prayers. It's oftentimes a 
word of confirmation, and hea it {ignifies 
vir #5, ] ſometimes a word of petition, and 


it ſignifies [/o be it. ] 
L/ Sett. 5. 


( 180) 
Set. F. 


The matter of all theſe petitions may be 
reduced into the form of a Prayer in this 
manner. 

1. O Almighty Lord, and in Chriſt Je- 
ſus our moſt gracious Father, we thine un- 
worthy Servants do here preſent our {elves 
before the throne of Grace, and defire in 


thefirſt place, and above all chings, that thy - 


name be hallowed, and thine eternal CX + 
cellency and ſupreme dominion being ma- 
nifeſted more: and more, both by thy bleſ- 


fed word and glorious works, weand all 


others may know thee to- be God alone, 
who . doſt wonders, and gloriftie thy name 
for ever, and give all glory, praife, and 
thanks to thee, that ſo all Atheiſts, Idola- 
ters. prophane perſons, Apoſtates, and re- 
bellious wretches, may be convinced or 
confounded. 

2. That thy name be the more hallow- 
ed, and we ſinful wretches eternally ſaved, 
let thy Kingdom come z that Chriſtat thy 
right hand may powerfully and glorioufly 
reign, till all his enemies be made. his foot- 
tool. O let thy word and fpirit ſo mightily 
prevail, thatall Nations may be convert- 
ed, ſubmit chemſelves to Chriſt their Sa- 
viour, thy Church enlarged from Sea to 
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Sea, and from the river to the worlds-end, 
till the number of thy Saints be finiſhed, 
and mcdeperfect, and thou mayelt rule in 
1 our hearts, till fin and the power of Satan 

be wholly and for ever deſtroyed. Raiſe up 
| 2 continual ſupply of faithful and godly 
Miniſters, and good Kings, and Magiſtrates, 
which may be Defenders of the Faith, and 


upon all fleth : break in pieces the power 
of Satan, and all perſecuting enemies: let 
death the laſt enemy be deſiroyed ; make 
| all thy Saints immortal, and bleſs them with 


an eternal Hallelujah to thy name inthe hea- 
| ven of heavens, where there ſhall be no f1n, 
| no ſorrow, no pain, but fulneſs of joy inthy 


| right hand. 
3- That we may enjoy the priviledges, 


| dom, we deſire that thy will may be done on 

earth as it ts in heaven; we do confeſs thae 
by nature we are blind and ignorant, and 
{ have no power to do thy heavenly will 
All our ſpiritual knowledge, wiſdom, and 
power of, obedience is from thee our God, 


4 andthe good ſpirit of Chriſt. Seeing there. - 


ore this 1s our condition as born of Ada, 


and brought up in a wicked world and: - 


Chriſt. 


— 


| 
nurſng Fathers to thy Church, and pour. 
4 down the gifts of thy Spirit in great plenty 


eternal-joy and peace, that ſo they may ſing 


|. preſence, and pleaſtres for evermore at thy. 


and attain the eternal felicity of the King-- 


, - 


| (182): 
Ehriſt hath given himſelf for us ts redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purifie to himſelf 
a peculiar people zealousof good works 3 
we beſeech thee open our eyes and en- 
lighten our underitanding, that we may 
more clearly know thy heavenly Laws ;and 
ſanctifie our hearts more and more, that we 
may conſtangy and freely with joy and de- 
hghr, obſerve all thy holy and bleſſed Laws, 
Oraiſe upour thoughts and affections that 
we may ſeek that glorious and eternal 
eltate which thou haſt-prepared for thoſe 


that love thee, and ſo renew our hearts - 


that we may be zealous of thy glory, mor- 
tifie ſin, bring forth the fruits of thy ſpirit, 
abound in good works, give eXam- 
le unto others, make our calling and E- 
ection ſure, manifeſt that we are born 
from Heaven, that (o following - the exam- 


ple of thy blefſzd Angels,and aimingat their 


perfetion, may in the end be partakers of 
eternal bl{s together with them, 

4. Whil't inthis vale of tears we (eek 
thy Kingdom, and endeavour to- do thy 
holy will, we have need of many —_y 
comforts, as food, and raimem, and ſuc 
things as without which we cannot lwe ; 


we therefore pray thee give. «s this day ouwr | 


daily bread; we acknowledge that we have 
neither life, nor health, nor a morſel of 
bread, nor any.place where to lay our heads 

| 4 
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(183 | a 
but from thee our heavenly father. Be plea- 
| {ed therefore out of thy fatherly goodnels 
to give us good government, peace, fafety, 


petent Eſtate; and a quiet enjoyment of 
the ſame. If we ſhould ask for A 
dainties, and abundance, to ſpend them for 


ſeafonable times,-a comfortable and com- 
4 
| 


confeſs it were juſt with thee not to hear- 


$ ken unto us,thou mighteſt juſtly deny them, 


but we are contented with food and ray- 
ment, and other neceflaries, and ſeek them 
from thee, that we may without diſtraction 


' Þ ſeek thy heavenly Kingdom. O pity the 


fick, the poor, the weak, the widow, and 
the fatherlels, the ſtranger, and ſuch as are 
'. an want and oppreſſed ; feed the hungry, 
cloath the naked, deliver poor captives 
and relieve thy perſecuted and diſtreſſed 
Saints ! Theſe mercies thou haſt promiſed 


J do thy will always, and from our heart in 


inorder to our eternal happineſs, whilſt 
weare in this vale of tears, until we come to 
our abiding city, where we ſhall have no 
need of theſe things. And we ſeek thefe at 
_ thy hands with hope to receive them, be- 
cauſe thou halt promiſed them; yet we are 
reſolved, that howſoever thouthalt deal 
with us, we will ſubmit unto thy will, and 
be contented. 
5. O heavenly Father, tho' we ſhould 


to maintain our pride & ſenſual pleaſures,we . 
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"us . 0184) 
all things, yet we have often ſinned, and 
done evil in-thy fight, made our (elves guil- 
ty, andliable to eternal death, and have 
great need of thy mercy in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
therefore we pray thee, forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


#5. We do confels, that both in the ſtate of _ | 


Nature and of Grace we often offend thee, 


and tranſgreſs th w laws ; and beſides. 
1n, 


the guilt of the firſt fin, which lies heavy 
upon us, and Gur inbred corruption, we 
are guilty of many actual tranſgreſſions. 
And theſe have been committed, not only 
out of ignorance, or infirmity, or upon ſur- 
prizal, or violence of temptation, but many 
of them againſt knowledge, and ſome of 
- them arevery hainous, and of a crimſon die; 
ſome are publick, ſome private, ſome open, 
1ome ſecret ; neither is this all, but we har- 


den our hearts in them againſt the light of | 


thy Goſpel, the.dictates of thy Spirit, chy 
patience and long-ſufftering, againſt thy 
mercies .and deliverances, againſ{tthy che- 
ſtiſements, - and many gracious invitations, 
againſt thy deareſt love, and the bitter ſuf- 
ferings of our Saviour. And thele are the 
more hainous, becauſe committed by us 
who have received ſo many mercies, enjoy- 
ed for a long time ſo many gowerful means 
of converſton, and -have vowed better 
thin gs. - O how much haſt thou done ro 
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convert us, and we are not converted ! how 
miſerable have we made our ſelves | what 
fearful puniſhments have we deſerved | Oh 
take away theſe ſtony hearts of ours, give 
us hearts of fleſh, and make us ſenſible of 
our fins, that we may loath our ſelves, and 
that our hearts may inwardly bleed, becauſe 
we have offended thee {d good a God. Re- 
mew ber thy tender mercies, the bitter ſuf- 
ferings of our Saviour, and thy gracious 
promiſes in him unto poor {inners. Shall he 
dye on earth, and plead his blood in heaven, 
fels our fins, and yet not obtain 
mercy ! O pity, ſpare, forgive, turn away 
thy wrath, caſt us not out of thy preſence, 
he not. thy holy Spirit from us, deny us 
not the joy of thy ſalvation. And this mer- 
cy we delire with the greater hope, becauſe 
we delire to forſake our fins, put our ſole 
and whole confidence in our blefled Savi- 
our, and are willing to forgive, and be re- 
conciled to ſuch as treſpaſs againſt our 
ſelves. 

446-0 Lord,thou knoweſt our frailty, the 
great danger of temptation, which is ſuch, 
that though we be ſanctifted, - and fin paſt 
pardoned, yet we may fall -into fin again, 
and fo contract new guilt; therefore we 
humbly beſleech thee, Lead us not into temp- 
tation, - Satan is cruel, ſubtle, raging ; tem- 
ptations many times very violent - we live 


: (136) | ' 
in a wicked world, which is full of ſnares; 
there is no time'or _ of abſolute ſafety: 
O therefore ſtrengthen our faith, arm us 
with thy compleat armour from heaven, 
ſupport us, aſſiſt us, watch over us continu- 
ally, that we may ſtand firm againſt all af- 
ſaults of the enemy, keep the faith, and be- 
ing watchful, and humbly depending. up- 
on thee our God, may obtain a 
. victory by the power of our bleſſed Savi- 

our, whohath overcome the world,. and 
triumphed over the powers and principa- 
lities of hell : Deſert us notat any time, el- 
ecially not in the day of fiery perſecutions, _ 
| bloody conflicts, and the hour of greatelt 
trial : Order all occurrences and events by 
thy wiſe providence, in ſuch a manner, as 
that in greateſt ſtraits we may find a way 
to eſcape ; and tho' wecannot avoid always 
the evil of afflictions, yet we may be deli- 
vered from the evil of tin: Sanctifze all con- 
ditions both of proſperity and adverſity 
unto us ſo, that Satan by them may not 
gain any advantage againſt us- Tread him 
thortly under our feer, and put an end to 
all our troubies, and haſten togive us eter- 
_ nal peace and fafety. Lord hearken' unto 


theſe our prayers, which we pffcr unto-thee - 1) 


in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 3 to vn hom with 


thee and thy Spirit, all praiſe, glory, honour, 
and thanks, be given now and for ever- 
more. Amen. This 


(1855) -- ” 
This Prayer may be contratted] into to four | 
- words, yetretaining the 
or more enlarged in the ſever gs gps AC- | 
 F cording to which if we conſider the mer- 
cies pray'd for once received, we may com- | 
poſe a form of thankſgiving, and the ſame | 
may be reduced to order, ſo as to render 
« ne for bleſſings and deliveranceszwhich 
way be confidered;as Pylick of Church =p 
tate,. or private, as of Congregations, 
perſons: - the blefimgs are. either 
ipiriegal or temporal ; the dehverances are 
2 t00.3 for on are from n,2 or guilt, or 


x Keeper or, from mileries 
of rhis'life - it. 15 £9 j— level 
I he i, 4 {Cans in, ob 


Ronen to the ſeveral heads of thi & hay 
- which, tho' it contracts the matterof OuY. 
er unto a few heads, pore in in an Exc2 


legt al bon yer leaves iti 

we Wy ;our A. = ers 
with Thanh iving I i, 

ſenting DOE Fetiugns, 
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2 CHAP. IX. | 
Of Chrifts promiſe to the a. 
SefF, 1, 


YOrtad befre that rhere- were + ww 
of the Commiſhon od oy 

Chriſt unto his Apoſtles ; the 

wiandate to go to all Nations, to Ailcivle 

them, to diſtipled, wo teach 

chem bupcuiooblerve al hi Command. 'F 

ments: the ſecond:2 promiſe of wine 2 | 

will now na few words and {6 cor 

clude. we muſt obſerve 

© Be 7: The reaſons Why Cheiſt made this pro 
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ir he. All bs Qhril under- 
andtherefore t to comfort and reyive 
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their ſinking ſpirit, that ſo, though he 
withdraw his boy preſence, yer they 
may be encouraged to go on with the 
work, he adds this promiſe, e he 
would be preſent with them in and 
more, effecual way. - 2- The work was 


whom {= 
devil and as 


p pelenes et all ich they 
© on 


ethemin the midſt” of 
er, and deliver them out of 
6s. 3. They might doubt of the = 


cels of their 1:5ours, and gina Hips their doc- 


trinae ſeem; Ny to Le oo 
d Op iN1ONS E. nd | al 
on de not be ov oy ky and Gt 


vith 
promil mo i ounzrdy, by LEE 


miracles, and ma ke it efteual 
Jy Gholt to the end. 


Sek. 2s. 


ords{ which are) Loe Fam with. 
h, ny unto the _ Y the warld,. NE May 


conſider, r.. The . 


i (790) 
7. The perſon to whom this (promiſe is 


The verſe fic 
2. The perſon promiſing. 

3. The thing promiſed. 
 T.. The perſons to whom this promile is 
made, are firſt the Apoſtles; for to whom 
the commiſhon is granted to them the pro- 
miſe is made; and theſe are eaſily known 
robe all ſuch as Chriſt intended to truſt 
with the diſpenſation of Word and Sacra 
ments. - Theſe were of two forts, 1. Ex- 
traordinary. 2. Ordinary. The extraor- 
dinary are the Apoſtles ro whom the pro- 
miſe was made immediately and principal- 
ly ; for their place was high and extraordi- 
nary, their power great, and of large ex- 
tent, their work very difficult, rheirJuffer- 
ings grievous,their enemies, many, potent 
Crue 


: theſe muſt lay the foundation, and . 


| FR: wrech in a 101 
_ Cirily ne of the Goel rene? 
comm with many figns, wonders, and 
pits of the Holy Ghoſt: they muſt be infal- 
ible in word and writing, and leave their 
dodrine upon record to be a rule of doc- 


trine, faith, and life unto the worlds end: 


yet theſe muſt die, and when they had fi- 


niſhed the great work,leav 
te Church which they had mop _ 


continue, and muſt have her 
teachers, who muſt diſpence ch 3,and | 


and 
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. the promiſe rhuft be underſtood as made to. 


EEAR I 
- 2nd Sa it the generations follow=- 
ing, till time ſhalt be no more : Therefore 


* 
. 
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all their lawful ſacceflors in the Miniſtry, 
till the number of Gods Saints be made- 
up : for what can thoſe. do,, excepr Chriſt 
in their ſucceſſive generations, be with. 
them ? how ſhould they go through with. 
the great work without him > His preſence- 
therefore was neceſſary unto them alſo, 
without this promiſe, both"made and per-- 
fo unto.them, their Miniſtry cannot be- 
ſucceſsful and effectual, for the converfion,... 
edification, and ſalvation of the Church + 
yer here we muſt 'obſerve, that though 


" , Chriſt promiſe his extraordinary. preſence. 
- tO the Apoſtles, yet his ordi preſence- 


will be ſufficient for their ſucceſlours. 
& et . 3> 


The perſon who made this promiſe was. 


. Chriſt otherwiſe, the promiſe of Man or- 


Angel had been to no purpoſe : he that had. 
all power in heaven and earth, and had giv- 
en the four fold mandate, did give the- 
promiſe, and hewas only fit co do it 3, for 
there can be no doubt either of his fideli 

or power; as he was able, {o he was reſol- 


ved to make good what he had faid, and 


' bis words was his deed, and will be fo unto 


I 3 the 


\ 
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, He, and he alone & 
the Spirit, and ſend him down: from hea- 
ven 3 the Angels were at his command, all 
creatures at his beck ; and as he had begun, 
ork of 


ſo he was reſolved to finjſh- the w 


mats ſalvation : This his purpoſe he might | 


have concealed, or reſerved to himſelf a li- 
berty; yet he was willing to promiſe, and 
by a promiſe not only to ſ1gnifie his mind, 
that they might know it to their comfort 


| but alſo to bind himſelf _unto them : And 
now he cannot go back. This promile is a , 


ground of unſpeakable comfort and 'en- 
couragement to all faithful Miniſters, and 
doth afſure us the Church ſhall continue to 
this worlds end. 


Set. 4. 


The third thing to be conſidered is the 
thing promiſed, and that is Chriſts certain 
preſence with them to the worlds end, 
where nehHe | 

1, His preſence. 

--.2. The continuance. 
. /3: The certainty of 1t. 
. -4. His preſence is {tgnified in theſe 


| words, 1 am with you, which implies, that 


he will not beagainſt them, nor will he be 
2b{at from them': for there are enemies 


= who are againſt us, and there are friends 


which 


- procure” 
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| £ ever preſent with 'us. 3. This preſence is - 
{ promiſe taken up into Heaven bodily, and 
'& ftitution of all things. 4. Its a ſpiritual pre- 
* ſence, and the fame far more excellent 
than that of his body: for though a body 
{| «may at ſeveral Times be preſent in many 
places, yet it cannot be preſent in more pla- 
ces than one at one time : but Chriſt by his 
Spirit might be with them in all places, ar 
all times ; for he promiſed before his death 
” and x8 to ſend the Comforter, which 
| ſhould Comfort their- hearts in his abſence, 
/ reach themand lead them into all truth : 
4 and upon Pentecoſt he ſent down his Spirit 
' uponthe Apoſtles, which hath continued, 
and will continue in the Church for ever. 
. This isnot a bare or meer preſence, for 
b this Spirit is preſent in all places at all 
j times 3. neither 1s ita preſence with ſome 
general power:for ſohe is with all _ tO 
preſerve them: But its a ſpecial prefence 
with a ſpecial active power, for ſpiritual 
ends to produce ſpiritual and ſupernatural 


effects. It is a preſence not only to comfort, .' 
| ſtrengthen, 


\ 
* = 
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Te 
equal for the eternal Salvation of mens: 


Souls. This Holy Ghoſt diſcended and j' 
reſted upon Chriſt, when he was ready to: }- 


reach the Goſpel, and execute publickly 


is Offices, When he firſt ſent theſe A- | 


poſtles, he gave them the gifts of this Spirit. * 
Afﬀer his Re(urreQica he breathed on-chem - 
laying, Receive ye the Holy G hoff, command- 


them to ſtay at Jouſclan, and wait for- : |; 


; 


this Spiritz upon the day of Pentecoſt, as 
before, this Spirit came- upon them. By® |: 
this Spirit all the Members of the Church 


are ſanRified, the Miniſters qualified, the 


Word and Sacraments made effe&ual; and. 
ſentence of. the Church ſo valid, and of 
fach mighty force. Take away this ſpirir, 
you take away the life and {onl of the 
Church, the power of. the Miniſtry, the 
efficacy of Word and Scraments, and with- 
- 6ntit all the Preaching, Praying, and other 
works of the Miniſtry will not be. able: ro: 
convert and comfort one Soul. Its ſaid, 7 
will be with you, that is. with you mine Apo- 
ftles, and your Succetlors in the Miniſtry, to 
affiſt, arid blefs, and guide you in _che dif- 
charge of your truſt, and execurion of your 
ofhce: Dr you the Word and Sacra- 
ments, and by the faichfal obſervance- of 
my mandate endeavour to fave poor —_— 
Fe an 


frengihen aft and deliver them, bor | 
powerful preſenceto make their Miniſtry | | 
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> |} andin 7 work I am with-'you, no- ways 

elſe; ſo that ſach as are moſt faichful and 
Gligent, are moſt certain of his gracious 
{ preſence. Here is no promiſe made. unto 
%- any particular Church or Miniſters more 
than to others; here is go exprefs mention 
= || or intimation of the Biſhop or Church of 
I Rome, or Teruſalem or Antioch,or Conſt antino- 
ple. The promile is made to the Church in 
__ and their Minifters, eſpecially-ro 
| WS are moſt faithful in their place and 

CE. | 


Seft. 5. 


This is the preſence : the continuance of 
this preſence 1s the ſecond thing obſerved, 
and is expreſſed in two words. . 

rt: Always, or every day. 

2. To the worlds end. 

1. Always ſignifies that there ſhall be no 
|| intermiſhon or interruption of - Chriſts 
|. preſenceand aſſiſtance. He will not abſent 
| himſelf, or negle& them, or deſert them 

'. foraday ſo that they ſhall never haveany 
' cauſeto complain, or ſay, where is my 
Y Saviour now ? whither is he gone? why 
| hath he'forſaken me? There may be ſad 
- and woful times, wherein Chriſt may ſeem 
to hide_-his-face, and to have forgotten 

them for a certain time; yet Ws | 
ri 


(196) Sil 
Chriſt is with them and his -faichful- Mmi- \þ, 
ſters] though he doth not appear, and. in- | « 
ſtantly manifeſt himſelf. He muſt be with [Þ} | 
them always or elſe he breaks his promiſe, |}! | 
and thathe will never do: Letus therefore 'Þ - 
do our duty always, and Chriſt will be'ak | { 
ways with us. | | 

2. He will be with us to the worlds end: Þ} 1 
this may bea longer, this may be a thorter Þ- 
time : Some underſiand the lait period, 
and end orthat preſent generation, the de- '* 
ſtruction of _—_—_— and the death of the | 

Apoſtles : and the reaſon of this opinion ji 
may be becauſe ſome take the promiſe to \ 
be perſonal, and to be made only to the 
Apoltles for their lives ; yet this 1s rather 
a conceit than any folid wel] ded 
truch, eſpecially - feeing the end of the Þ 
world in other places fignifies either a far } 
longer time than the life of a mortal man-4 
on earth, unto the conſummation of Y$ 
creatures, and t9 all eternity. So the per- $- 
fon ' or the time of the final Judgment, + 
when the world ſhall be no more, | 
Chriſt ſhall raiſe the dead, deliver up the ||) 
Kingdom to the Father, and God ſhall be |. 
all inall ; for when the number of .Gods '! 

Saints is finiſhed, "there wiltkbeno' need of |. 

Word or Sacraments, or Miniſters, and {| 

then chis promiſe is performed to the full, 

But whilſt theſe continue;as they ſhall con- 

cinue 


| 


DS — ——— 


we (197) 
mi- F rinue to the end, Chriſt is bound, and will 
in- | cercainly be with them, that he may make 
ich [J| his 'Redemption effecual by them in the 
iſe, | ——_— and —_ 8 tains : 
Ire '$ - 3. The certainty of- this perpetual pre» 
ak |} fence ſeems to be implyed.in the note of at- 
j tention ( Loe )and in the verb of the preſent 

d: Þ tenſe ; for Chriſt doth not ſay (I will be) 
<& {# bur (Iam) with you: for nothing is more 
d, certain than that which is preſent. Betfides, 
e- \I; ſome Copies have(Amen) added, which is a 
© ||| ſtrong confirmation of the promiſe. But this 
on \|#f certainly chiefly doth depend upon the 
power and fidelity of Chriſt,who hath made 
& the promiſe,and hath kept it in all times un- 
to this day : And the particle \Loe) doth re- 
pen eir, {0 our ſpecial attention, and 
FT ſerious conſideration, beth of the perſon 


* Þ|F promiſing, and the thing promiſed, that 
-4 they might be fully aſſured of performance 
k to the utmoſt. By vertue of this promiſe 
$ it is come to palſs,that in the midſt of the tu- 
'f + mults and confufions of the world, and after 

the ruine of ſo many glorious kingdoms, 
1: of fo many potent Empires, and of ſo many 
\ . flouriſhing Churches of particular Nations; 
? yet an univerſal Church with Word, Sa- 
* craments, and Miniſtry, do continue to 
thisday and the gates of Hell could never 
yet il againſt it : ſo that we may take 
up the Words of the Pſalmiſt, Come behold 


the 


= —— _—— 
ce et et too. 


- 


te works of .the'. Lord; oe deletions, N. 
hath.made in the earth ; "thy Lord. of ofs.18 
With ws, the God \Facob 1s Our refuge. fol 
this God is our God for ever and ever, he wil be | 
our guide unto death, Amen. 


